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Attorney General Sessions’ Reinstatement of “Federal Adoption” Technique in 

DoJ Asset Forfeiture Program 
Department of Justice Policy 

Issued on July 19, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On July 19, 2017, Attorney General Jeff Sessions issued an order that sought to reinstate and expand an asset 

seizure technique, which is known as “federal adoption.” This technique applies to assets and property seized by 

local law enforcement officers. State and local governments first seize the assets. Then, instead of getting a state 

conviction, the states willingly give the assets to feds (adoption) to forfeit where a criminal conviction is not 

required. As an incentive, feds promise to return seized funds to states to fund local budgets. 

The order issued by the Attorney General seeks to make certain there is [1] sufficient evidence of criminal activity 

before federal adoption occurs, [2] the evidence is well documented, [3] local law enforcement partners have 

training to utilize federal adoption and [4] that there is appropriate supervisory review of decisions to approve 

forfeiture. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The rationale given for the use of state asset forfeiture laws is because officials sought to prevent criminals from 

profiting from their crimes with their ill – gotten gains. Cash and vehicles that were seized from criminals would 

instead be forfeited to the local government but only after a criminal conviction. Federal adoption rules came into 

play as a way to sidestep the restrictions of state asset forfeiture laws. By collaborating with the Federal 

Government on asset seizure and forfeiture cases, there was no longer any requirement of a criminal conviction 

as would be required in a state case. And the burden of proof of proving that the seizure was illegal was shifted 

from the government to the accused. And finally, the monies that were “adopted” by the Federal Government 

were given back to local law enforcement to fund their law enforcement budgets. 

This highly controversial technique, which had been banned under Attorney General Eric Holder, is nothing more 

than a way to avoid having to follow state procedures (requiring criminal convictions and being innocent until the 

government proves you are guilty). And by giving seized monies back to local law enforcement units to fund their 

budgets, AG Sessions is impermissibly using a profit incentive for law enforcement to break the law and trample 

on the Due Process and property rights of American citizens. Attorney General Sessions is hoping to fight crime 

except he doesn’t want to follow established law and procedure to do it. The bottom line is that a citizen cannot 

use a court proceeding to protect his property rights if his assets get seized and then forfeited under federal laws. 

Sessions prefers this method (Holder was against it) because then he doesn’t have to answer to a judge or court 

about his police methods. And by giving monies back to local governments, he is encouraging law enforcement to 

act based on profit and not according to how the law says police must act. It is kind of an intimidation tactic. 

LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Institute for Justice – nonprofit group’s comprehensive report on civil asset forfeiture abuses. 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-sessions-issues-policy-and-guidelines-federal-adoptions-assets-seized-state
https://www.justice.gov/file/982611/download
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-prohibits-federal-agency-adoptions-assets-seized-state-and-local-law
http://reason.com/blog/2017/07/19/justice-department-rolls-out-new-policy
http://reason.com/blog/2017/06/21/clarence-thomas-attacks-civil-asset-forf
http://www.heritage.org/crime-and-justice/report/overview-recent-state-level-forfeiture-reforms
http://ij.org/report/policing-for-profit/
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• American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – info page on civil asset forfeiture. 

• End Civil Forfeiture – nonprofit website with personal stories of American citizens abused by civil 

forfeiture laws. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.aclu.org/issues/criminal-law-reform/reforming-police-practices/asset-forfeiture-abuse
http://endforfeiture.com/#top
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The Problem of Reverse Discrimination Cases Against Whites and Affirmative 

Action Cases 
Pending Department of Justice Policy 

Reported on August 1, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On August 1, 2017 the New York Times reported that the U.S. Department of Justice “is preparing to redirect 

resources…of the civil rights division toward investigating and suing universities over affirmative action admissions 

policies deemed to discriminate against white applicants.” This move is likely in response to the 2016 U.S. 

Supreme Court case Fisher v. University of Texas which held that a “race conscious admissions program…is lawful 

under the Equal Protection Clause.” In that case, Abigail Fisher, a white woman, claimed her application to the 

University of Texas was rejected on the basis of her race. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
What the Department of Justice does not see in pursuing reverse discrimination cases is that there is no law that 

is preventing Abigail Fisher and whites as a class from pursuing a higher education. In “reverse discrimination 

against whites” arguments, the key difference for discrimination purposes is that whites are not completely 

barred from the activity – in this case, pursuing a college education. Abigail Fisher may not have been accepted 

into the University of Texas but she could still pursue a college education at any other university that would 

accept her. 

A white woman being denied admission to a university is not comparable to racist policies that other minorities 

have had to endure in the United States through the years. Unlike Abigail Fisher’s situation, minority communities 

in the United States have had to endure laws that were designed to bar entire races and nationalities from 

participating in activities with no option to participate elsewhere. Jim Crow laws in Mississippi were designed to 

exclude blacks from voting. In Richard Rothstein’s book The Color of Law he shows how government housing 

funds mandated discrimination against African – Americans. And for awhile in California, Chinese persons could 

not own property or testify against whites. The Department of Justice should use extreme caution in litigating 

affirmative actions policies that discriminate against whites because there is no concerted effort to completely bar 

the white community from higher education and other facets of daily life, which had been the experience of 

entire minority communities in America in years past. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) – nonprofit group promoting equal justice and equal opportunity. 

• American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – nonprofit group webpage on affirmative action. 

• Asian American Legal Defense & Education Fund (AALDEF) – nonprofit FAQ page on affirmative action 

and Fisher v. University of Texas case from a minority community point of view. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/us/politics/trump-affirmative-action-universities.html
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/579/14-981/opinion3.html
http://www.crf-usa.org/black-history-month/race-and-voting-in-the-segregated-south
http://www.crf-usa.org/black-history-month/race-and-voting-in-the-segregated-south
http://www.npr.org/2017/05/17/528822128/the-color-of-law-details-how-u-s-housing-policies-created-segregation
http://www.npr.org/2017/05/17/528822128/the-color-of-law-details-how-u-s-housing-policies-created-segregation
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1911981,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1911981,00.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/freedom-riders-jim-crow-laws/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/brown-segregation.html
http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1911981,00.html
https://www.splcenter.org/
https://www.aclu.org/issues/racial-justice/affirmative-action
http://aaldef.org/asian-americans-race-conscious-admissions-faqs.html
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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Department of Justice Policy on Media Leaks 
Department of Justice Policy 

Announced August 10, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On August 4, 2017, Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced that in order to combat “leaks” of highly classified 

materials threatening national security he has ordered a review of policies affecting “media subpoenas.” The 

Department of Justice policy currently in place regarding the obtaining of information from members of the news 

media seeks to strike a balance in protecting national security, ensuring public safety, promoting effective law 

enforcement and the fair administration of justice, and safeguarding the essential role of the free press in 

fostering government accountability and an open society. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The problem with Attorney General Sessions’ announcement is that [1] there is a strong likelihood that the Justice 

Department provides little guidance on what constitutes w well – researched articles that seek to hold the 

government accountable for its policies and [2] that new policies will not be limited to only matters of national 

security, which would be a direct challenge to the constitutional right of freedom of the press. Forty – eight states 

and the District of Columbia currently have “shield laws” in place that protects a journalist from revealing their 

sources for confidential information. The rationale for this privilege is that many sources would be deterred from 

coming forward and sharing information with the press that is of great public interest. If Sessions and Trump get 

their way and revise DOJ’s media subpoena policy, they would be able to harass reporters – in any case, not just 

national security cases – into divulging their sources. This would also allow them to indirectly intimidate 

anonymous sources from coming forward with information that could be used to hold the Trump Administration 

accountable. 

Also, the national security argument is questionable because of the actions of the President himself. In May 2017, 

President Trump revealed classified information to the Russian foreign minister and ambassador. His actions were 

deemed reckless and nearly jeopardized relations with the ally who provided the intel. And again in August 2017, 

President Trump re-tweeted leaked information that was classified. If the President was so concerned about 

national security and leaks he would not have carelessly divulged information that did not need to be revealed. 

What is becoming clear is that leaks are not necessarily the problem. It is a President who is careless in his social 

media habits. This President has always been hostile to members of the press who disagree with him and with his 

rhetoric of “fake news.” 

Empowering DOJ with a new and revised “media subpoena” policy might in the short term help to stop leaks but 

the long term damage is likely the suppression of a free and unhindered free press. It is better to stand up now to 

President Trump and AG Sessions and say no to their attempt to sacrifice First Amendment press freedoms that 

serve their efforts to try and suppress legitimate press criticisms of the Trump Administration. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Society of Professional Journalists – society that seeks to improve and protect journalists. 

• Digital Media Law Project – webpage with links to state shield law statutes. 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-jeff-sessions-delivers-remarks-briefing-leaks-classified-materials
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/28/50.10
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/5/16/15646186/russia-trump-classified-intel
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/5/16/15646186/russia-trump-classified-intel
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/08/politics/trump-retweet-fox-news-north-korea-story-haley/index.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/08/10/trump-is-going-after-legal-protections-for-journalists/
https://www.spj.org/
http://www.dmlp.org/state-shield-laws
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• Reporters Committee for the Freedom of the Press – non – profit group dedicated to helping journalists. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.rcfp.org/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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The Charlottesville Demonstration and the Hate Crime and Domestic Terrorism 

Labels 
Pending Department of Justice Investigation 

Launched on August 13, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On August 13, 2017, Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced that the Department of Justice would launch an 

investigation into the events of a white supremacist rally and counter – protest in Charlottesville, Virginia that left 

one woman dead and scores of others injured. Heather Heyer, a white woman, was killed when James Alex Fields, 

Jr., a man with sympathies to pro – Nazi ideology, allegedly rammed his car into a group of counter – protesters. 

Mr. Sessions announced that the Justice Department would “take the most vigorous action to protect the right of 

people to…protest against racism and bigotry.” He also said that the Justice Department would prosecute 

anybody that violates another person’s ability to protest. In addition, Mr. Sessions said the incident “does meet 

our definition of domestic terrorism.” LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The tragedy in Charlottesville, Virginia has highlighted the debate as to the differences between hate crimes and 

domestic terrorism and the implications if it is a state court case or a federal court case. From a legal standpoint, 

Mr. Session’s announcement, which was intended to open the door for the FBI to get involved in the situation, 

that the incident was a domestic terrorist incident will only affect who is involved and the scope of the 

investigation and not the charges that will be brought against James Alex Fields, Jr. Susan Hennessey, in a blog 

post for LawFare, explains how there is no charge for domestic terrorism under federal law. The label triggers an 

FBI “enterprise investigation” which gives the Federal Government sweeping authority to investigate any groups 

or networks that James Alex Fields, Jr. may have associated. An investigation this broad and the involvement of 

the DOJ and FBI would not occur without the “domestic terrorism” label that Sessions has announced. 

What is more likely is that the incident will be labeled as a hate crime at the state court level which, when added 

to the murder charge, will increase the penalties that will probably be handed down with a conviction. The case 

will not be pursued as a federal hate crime in federal court because the federal statutes on hate crimes have 

very strict requirements on protected groups, which would make a conviction difficult. Also, the federal law only 

applies if the victim is a member of a protected group such as race, religion, color or national origin. James A. 

Fields, Jr. did not appear to target any person specifically based on any of those criteria. The distinction between 

the two labels is hate crimes added to state charges already filed serve to increase potential penalties while a 

domestic terrorism label authorizes greater federal involvement with states in terms of investigations into hate 

groups. Some states do not have the resources to conduct multi – state investigations into various hate groups 

which is why bringing in Federal Government resources is vital in incidents like the one in Charlottesville. LEARN 

MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• LawFare – website with articles exploring legal terms of domestic terrorism and other legal topics. 

• American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – webpage on the legal implications of domestic terrorism label. 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/14/politics/charlottesville-sessions-trump/index.html
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/08/jeff-sessions-calls-virginia-murder-domestic-terrorism.html
https://www.lawfareblog.com/good-reasons-not-charge-all-terrorists-terrorism
https://www.lawfareblog.com/good-reasons-not-charge-all-terrorists-terrorism
https://www.justice.gov/crt/hate-crime-laws
http://www.newsweek.com/jeff-sessions-charlottesville-attack-hate-crime-651651
http://www.newsweek.com/jeff-sessions-charlottesville-attack-hate-crime-651651
http://dailysignal.com/2017/08/14/hate-crime-or-domestic-terrorism-how-charlottesville-federal-legal-case-could-proceed/
https://www.lawfareblog.com/
https://www.aclu.org/other/how-usa-patriot-act-redefines-domestic-terrorism
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• Anti – Defamation League (ADL) – webpage with suggestions to combat racism, bigotry and hate and how 

to get involved after the tragedy in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/10-things-you-can-do-to-combat-hate
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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DeVos Signals Change in Sexual Assault Policies 
Education Policy Shift 

Announced on July 13, 2017  

Policy Summary 
Signaling that she will be revising the previous administration’s sexual assault policies, Education Sect. Betsy 

DeVos has left the public wondering how the Trump Administration will interpret the protections entitled by Title 

IX, the 1972 civil rights policy which among other things, protects victims of sexual violence at colleges and 

universities. In 2011 President Barak Obama issued additional guidances strengthening the protections of policy 

which included the loss of federal funding for colleges and universities who do not take a tough stance on rape. In 

addition, he asked that colleges adopt a “preponderance of evidence” standard—essentially a lower bar for 

evidence than the “clear and convincing” standard that many schools had previously required. Prior to her 

announcement, three groups met with DeVos to advise her on the issue— one meeting was with sexual assault 

survivors, one with college university officials and one with members of men’s rights groups. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
One in five women and LGBTQ students are sexually assaulted during their time in school. The Obama 

administration’s guidances, while not perfect, were aimed at forcefully addressing the issue. Based upon the 

flippant manner in which her staff has addressed the issue thus far, many fear the DeVos’s potential “alterations” 

would make the process of reporting a sexual assault more of a burden for the victim. In the past months, DeVos 

has already had to apologize for comments made by her civil rights chief Candace Jackson, who said that “90 

percent of [college rapes] — fall into the category of ‘we were both drunk.” Noting that these remarks made her 

fearful of this administrations “ engagement with the facts,”  Fatima Goss Graves, CEO and president of the 

National Women’s Law Center, also expressed concern that DeVos had slotted equal time to hear from victims 

when being advised on the issue of sexual assault as she did for “extreme men’s rights advocates.” LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• National Women’s Law Center Through research, analysis, advocacy and public education, the NWLC 

works to achieve policy changes that improve the lives of women and families, including those who have 

become victims of sexual violence on college campuses. 

• End Rape on campus- Join the EROC’s Dear Betsy Campaign and send a video to Betsy Devos explaining 

why you value your Title IX protections. 

• Feminist Campus – A project of the feminist majority foundation, Feminist Campus and its staff of 

National Campus Organizers works with students on college campuses across the country to effect change 

at the grassroots, national, and global levels 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact, cindy@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/13/us/devos-college-sexual-assault.html
https://www.aau.edu/sites/default/files/%40%20Files/Climate%20Survey/AAU_Campus_Climate_Survey_12_14_15.pdf
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-devos-campus-assault-rules-201708-story.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/07/13/candice-jackson-apologize-sex-assault-comment-240515
http://www.politico.com/tipsheets/morning-education/2017/07/13/the-beginning-of-the-end-for-obamas-title-ix-rules-221311
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/opinion/weakening-college-sex-assault-policies.html
https://nwlc.org/
http://endrapeoncampus.org/our-team-1/
http://feministcampus.org/about/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Department of the Interior Starts to Rescind Fracking Rules 
Proposed Rule 

Proposed on July 25, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On July 25, the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Land Management published a rescission of an Obama-era 

hydraulic fracturing rule. The “fracking” rule was specifically targeted by Trump’s Energy Executive Order, which 

directed agency heads to eliminate all policies which burden the development of energy resources. The 

regulation, released in March of 2015, was stayed in court last summer after being challenged by the oil and gas 

industry. The rescission was released just three days before the rule was set to have oral arguments read in the 

10th Circuit Court of Appeals. While the original rule was intended to protect water and to ensure safety 

measures were enforced, the BLM has argued that “it is unnecessarily duplicative of state and some tribal 

regulations and imposes burdensome reporting requirements and other unjustified costs on the oil and gas 

industry.” The rescission would revert regulations for fracking to rules written over 30 years ago. 

Analysis 
The original rule passed during the Obama administration only covers drilling on federal and tribal lands, a small 

percentage of total drilling operations, but it was intended to give state legislatures a foundation with which to 

create their own regulations. If enforced, the rule would “allow government workers to inspect and validate the 

safety and integrity of the concrete barriers that line fracking wells” and would “require companies to publicly 

disclose the chemicals used in the fracturing process within 30 days of completing fracking operations.” The rule 

was created to protect clean water sources in response to the fracking technique, “which involves injecting a 

cocktail of chemicals deep underground to break up the rocks around oil and gas deposits.“ While the Bureau 

argues that the rules are duplicative, staff members have reported that “they do not perform onsite inspections of 

hydraulic fracturing operations because ‘the work is too dangerous’ under existing rules.” 

Engagement Resources 
• Comment on the proposed rescission by mail or online by September 25th 

• Sierra Club – the nation’s largest environmental preservation organization; focuses include mitigating 

global warming and opposing coal; suing the Trump administration over this EO. 

• Earthjustice – a non-profit public interest law organization dedicated to environmental issues. Currently 

appealing the 2016 ruling in which the fracking rule was struck down. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/07/25/2017-15696/oil-and-gas-hydraulic-fracturing-on-federal-and-indian-lands-rescission-of-a-2015-rule
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/04/10/promoting-energy-independence-economic-growth/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/us/politics/obama-administration-unveils-federal-fracking-regulations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/us/politics/obama-administration-unveils-federal-fracking-regulations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/us/politics/obama-administration-unveils-federal-fracking-regulations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/us/politics/obama-administration-unveils-federal-fracking-regulations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/us/politics/obama-administration-unveils-federal-fracking-regulations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/us/politics/obama-administration-unveils-federal-fracking-regulations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/21/us/politics/obama-administration-unveils-federal-fracking-regulations.html
https://www.ecowatch.com/trump-fracking-protections-2465172234.html
https://www.ecowatch.com/trump-fracking-protections-2465172234.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/07/25/2017-15696/oil-and-gas-hydraulic-fracturing-on-federal-and-indian-lands-rescission-of-a-2015-rule
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://earthjustice.org/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Scott Pruitt Reverses Decision to Delay Ozone Regulation 
EPA Rule Implementation 

Decision reversed on August 2, 2017  

Policy Summary 
On August 2, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt reversed the agency’s June announcement to delay implementation 

of a 2015 Obama-era ozone regulation for another year. The reversal came one day after 15 states and DC filed a 

lawsuit against the EPA Administrator over the delay. While the reversal was a win for health and environmental 

advocates, the EPA noted that it “may take future action to use its delay authority and all other authority legally 

available to the Agency to ensure that its designations are founded on sound policy and the best available 

information.” LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The 2015 regulation set a new national standard for ozone, a smog-causing pollutant formed by chemicals from 

smokestacks and tailpipes that mixes with the air we breathe, reducing the acceptable amount from 75 parts per 

billion to 70 parts per billion. Ozone has been linked to childhood asthma, lower infant birth weights, and lung 

diseaseand exacerbates asthma attacks. While the rule is one of the most expensive regulations in history, with an 

estimated annual cost of $1.4 billion, the EPA estimated that those “costs would be vastly outweighed by annual 

economic benefits of $2.9 billion to $5.9 billion because of fewer premature deaths, missed days of school and 

work, asthma attacks and emergency room visits.” Though the agency examined nearly 2,300 scientific studies, 

considered more than 430,000 public comments and held three public hearings while preparing the standard, 

Pruitt’s delay relied on a provision of the Clean Air Act allowing the agency to delay standards for up to a year if 

they have “insufficient information.” Earthjustice attorney Seth Johnson argues that “the EPA’s hasty retreat 

shows that public health and environmental organizations and 16 states across the country were right: the agency 

had no legal basis for delaying implementation of the 2015 smog standard.” LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Sierra Club – the nation’s largest environmental preservation organization; focuses include mitigating 

global warming and opposing coal; plaintiff in lawsuit over EPA’s delay 

• American Lung Association – a voluntary health organization working to improve lung health and prevent 

lung disease through education, advocacy, and research; plaintiff in delay lawsuit 

• Earthjustice – a non-profit public interest law organization dedicated to environmental issues; 

represented environmental and public health organizations in lawsuit over EPA’s delay 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org.  

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/fifteen-states-sue-epas-scott-pruitt-over-smog-rule-delay/article/2630341
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/fifteen-states-sue-epas-scott-pruitt-over-smog-rule-delay/article/2630341
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-work-states-2015-ozone-designations
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-work-states-2015-ozone-designations
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/climate/epa-reverses-course-on-ozone-rule.html?ref=todayspa
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/climate/epa-reverses-course-on-ozone-rule.html?ref=todayspa
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/climate/epa-reverses-course-on-ozone-rule.html?ref=todayspa
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/climate/epa-reverses-course-on-ozone-rule.html?ref=todayspa
http://www.factcheck.org/2016/07/distorting-the-asthma-ozone-link/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/us/politics/epa-to-unveil-new-limit-for-smog-causing-ozone-emissions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/us/politics/epa-to-unveil-new-limit-for-smog-causing-ozone-emissions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/us/politics/epa-to-unveil-new-limit-for-smog-causing-ozone-emissions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/us/politics/epa-to-unveil-new-limit-for-smog-causing-ozone-emissions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/02/us/politics/epa-to-unveil-new-limit-for-smog-causing-ozone-emissions.html
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/336663-epa-delays-obama-air-pollution-rule-deadline-by-one-year
http://earthjustice.org/news/press/2017/earthjustice-epa-withdraws-illegal-delay-of-clean-air-safeguards
http://earthjustice.org/news/press/2017/earthjustice-epa-withdraws-illegal-delay-of-clean-air-safeguards
http://earthjustice.org/news/press/2017/earthjustice-epa-withdraws-illegal-delay-of-clean-air-safeguards
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/climate/epa-reverses-course-on-ozone-rule.html?ref=todayspa
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.lung.org/
http://earthjustice.org/


13 

 

Trump Signs Sanctions Bill 
Passed Legislation 

Signed on August 2, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On August 2nd, President Trump signed a bipartisan effort to punish Iran, North Korea, and Russia. It imposes 

harsh sanctions and also requires the President to submit a report explaining any desire to remove them. Upon 

receiving this report, Congress would hold hearings and decide whether to allow or reject this proposal. The bill 

passed the Senate a few months ago (by a vote of 97-1) and originally only targeted Russia and Iran. It stalled in 

the House over procedure, and after clarifications and the addition of North Korea, it passed on July 25th by a 

vote of 419-3. With a veto-proof majority in both chambers, the bill will be implemented within the next six 

months. LEARN MORE. 

Analysis 
This sanctions bill is a mixed bag, and it is difficult to determine the efficacy of this legislation before 

implementation. The sanctions listed in the bill are important, especially those against the Iran Revolutionary 

Guard Corps, a paramilitary group in Iran. It is critical to punish Russia and others for their transgressions, and the 

provision preventing the President from unilaterally overturning the sanctions is essential considering President 

Trump’s history with the Russians. Yet sanctions alone are not enough to hinder these three nations, especially 

when they exempt expensive energy projects. North Korea, aided by China, will not feel the effects of additional 

sanctions, and levying our soft power against these states will only go so far. Additionally, the European Union 

has threatened to respond if the United States act unilaterally without considering European energy companies. 

And in typical Trump style, he admonished the bill in a rare signing statement, clearly upset with the restrictions it 

put on unilateral actions. He was later mocked by Russian Prime Minister Medvedev on Facebook in a move that 

will definitely perturb the President. If the Trump administration ever clarifies its position against these hostile 

nations, only then will the world unify against existential threats. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Current US Sanctions — An extensive list by the Treasury Department of all US sanctions levied against 

foreign entities. 

• US Sanction Policy — A complicated and technical explanation of sanction policy and guidelines by former 

Obama WH Chief of Staff and Secretary of the Treasury Jacob Lew 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/politics/article/Democrats-agreement-on-sweeping-Russia-sanctions-11307304.php
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/232883
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/232883
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-russia-sanctions-idUSKBN1A70L0?il=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-russia-sanctions-idUSKBN1A70L0?il=0
http://billmoyers.com/story/the-trump-resistance-plan-a-timeline-russia-and-president-trump/
http://billmoyers.com/story/the-trump-resistance-plan-a-timeline-russia-and-president-trump/
http://www.foxbusiness.com/features/2017/07/03/oil-giants-lobby-against-bill-to-toughen-russia-sanctions-update.html
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2096466/any-china-sanctions-north-korea-over-nuclear-programme
http://www.businessinsider.com/why-sanctions-against-north-korea-keep-failing-2017-4
http://www.businessinsider.com/why-sanctions-against-north-korea-keep-failing-2017-4
https://www.brookings.edu/research/economic-sanctions-too-much-of-a-bad-thing/
https://www.ft.com/content/211de800-6fbc-11e7-aca6-c6bd07df1a3c
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/foreign-policy/342036-punish-russia-but-dont-sacrifice-europes-energy-security
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/08/02/statement-president-donald-j-trump-signing-countering-americas
https://www.facebook.com/Dmitry.Medvedev/posts/10154587161801851
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/02/how-effective-are-economic-sanctions/
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/Programs/Pages/Programs.aspx
http://carnegieendowment.org/2016/03/30/u.s.-treasury-secretary-jacob-j.-lew-on-evolution-of-sanctions-and-lessons-for-future/ivpl
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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State Department Approves Sale of Fighter Jets to Nigeria 
State Department Decision 

Congress Notified on August 2, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On Wednesday, August 2nd, the State Department notified Congress that it approved the sale of twelve A-29 

fighter jets to the Nigerian military. The jets are commonly used for counter-insurgency and reconnaissance, and 

the U.S. government hopes these planes will help Nigeria fight Boko Haram –an extremist group that has ravaged 

the country for over 15 years. The Obama administration suspended the sale over human rights abuses by 

Nigerian security forces as well as judicial and executive corruption. Although it is unlikely they will do so, 

Congress has 30 days to review and potentially block this sale. LEARN MORE. 

Analysis 
This approval by President Trump seems premature and shortsighted. Nigeria has a deplorable human rights 

record that was lambasted by both the Bush and Obama administrations. While Nigeria is taking steps towards 

transparency and peace, key goals have not been met. Rewarding the government with such an arms sale may 

discourage Nigeria from going further to improve its domestic situation. Furthermore, it’s unclear whether these 

twelve planes will be enough to make a difference against Boko Haram, and the lag time between approval and 

implementation could be fatal. The Trump administration has created a dangerous pattern of overturning 

previous restrictions on arms sales to questionably-motivated nations which harms our national security and 

human rights reputation around the globe. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Human Rights Watch — HRW works to report human rights abuses across the globe and lobby 

governments and corporations to do something about them. 

• Amnesty International — Amnesty International conducts international research, advocates on behalf of 

the oppressed, and carries out campaigns to protect the vulnerable from human rights’ infringements. 

• Adamawa Peace Initiative — A program through the American University of Nigeria to bring peace and 

develop Nigeria 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.dsca.mil/sites/default/files/mas/nigeria_16-55_1.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/nigeria/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/nigeria/
https://www.hrw.org/africa/nigeria
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/08/nigeria-long-overdue-judicial-commission-to-probe-human-rights-violations-is-set-up/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/08/nigeria-long-overdue-judicial-commission-to-probe-human-rights-violations-is-set-up/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-nigeria-gay-idUSKBN1AG21W
https://thewhistler.ng/story/boko-haram-u-s-approves-sale-600m-fighter-jets-nigeria/
https://thewhistler.ng/story/boko-haram-u-s-approves-sale-600m-fighter-jets-nigeria/
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/239198-u-s-approves-sale-n219-billion-attack-planes-nigeria.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/officials-trump-greenlights-attack-planes-for-nigeria/2017/08/03/a78cc58a-7879-11e7-8c17-533c52b2f014_story.html?utm_term=.1d973305415e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/officials-trump-greenlights-attack-planes-for-nigeria/2017/08/03/a78cc58a-7879-11e7-8c17-533c52b2f014_story.html?utm_term=.1d973305415e
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/13/world/middleeast/trump-weapons-saudi-arabia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/13/world/middleeast/trump-weapons-saudi-arabia.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/08/03/officials-us-approves-sale-of-high-tech-attack-planes-to-nigeria.html
https://www.hrw.org/about
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/
http://aunf.org/adamawa-peace-initiative-american-university-nigeria/
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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Secretary of State Tillerson Rejects Anti-Propaganda Funding 
Earmarked Funds 

Set to Expire on September 30th, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Secretary of State Tillerson has refused to sign-off on $80 million of appropriated funds to combat propaganda. In 

2016, the State Department created the Global Engagement Center (GEC) to fight ISIS misinformation campaigns. 

Its purview now includes Russian propaganda and fake news, and Congress authorized more funds in order to 

achieve this goal. Tillerson must approve of the $80 million before September 30th or the funds will expire and 

the GEC will dissolve. Tillerson has not issued a statement regarding his refusal. LEARN MORE. 

Analysis 
The Secretary’s feckless and irresponsible diplomacy is reaching new heights with this obstinate move. First, 

the GEC is a bipartisan and interagency program dedicated to protecting our domestic and international security. 

With increasing digital threats by our adversaries, this program is more important than ever. Instead of protecting 

our democracy, Tillerson is worried about Moscow’s response. Coupled with his mismanagement of the State 

Department, endless contradictions between him and the President, and objectively-nefarious ethics violations, 

Rex Tillerson is doing serious damage to an organization which needs strong leadership now more than 

ever. Learn more about the destruction of the State Department. 

Engagement Resources 
• Global Engagement Center — Read the official State Department history and description of the GEC 

• Successes of the GEC — An in-depth piece by the Washington Post exploring how the GEC combats 

terrorism 

• GEC Executive Order — The original EO issued by President Obama creating the GEC 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/02/tillerson-isis-russia-propaganda-241218
http://theweek.com/speedreads/715471/state-department-missing-79-million-antiisis-funding-because-tillerson-sign-two-memos
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2016/12/president-signs-portman-murphy-counter-propaganda-bill-into-law
http://www.newsweek.com/rex-tillerson-rejects-80m-congress-fight-russian-propaganda-because-it-would-645554
http://www.weeklystandard.com/tillerson-leaves-anti-propaganda-funding-on-the-table/article/2009103
http://www.weeklystandard.com/tillerson-leaves-anti-propaganda-funding-on-the-table/article/2009103
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/07/28/the-war-over-who-controls-u-s-foreign-policy-has-begun/?utm_content=bufferca94c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/under-tillerson-exxon-showed-reckless-disregard-russia-sanctions-n784921
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/02/politics/tillerson-extremism-funds-russia/index.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/07/31/how-the-trump-administration-broke-the-state-department/
https://www.state.gov/r/gec/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/bait-and-flip-us-team-uses-facebook-guerrilla-marketing-to-peel-off-potential-isis-recruits/2017/02/03/431e19ba-e4e4-11e6-a547-5fb9411d332c_story.html?utm_term=.38e98b586622
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2761734-2016globalengagement-Eo-Rel.html#document/p1
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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North Korea Fires ICBMs Near Japan 
Weapons Test 

Launched on August 29th, 2017 

Crisis Summary 
North Korea fired an intermediate range missile into the Pacific Ocean on Tuesday, August 29th, 2017. Tensions 

have escalated sharply this year as North Korea has already launched 13 missiles. Earlier this month, in response 

to harsher United Nations sanctions, the North Korean regime successfully launched missiles with the capability of 

carrying nuclear weapons to Guam or the mainland United States. President Trump responded with a series of 

tweets and harsh words, calling for “fire and fury” in retaliation. Regarding the most recent test near Japan, the 

Trump administration released a statement saying that “all options are on the table”. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
As many Americans have seen throughout the standoff with North Korea, this administration is ill-equipped and 

diplomatically-incapable of handling a delicate situation. President Trump continues to make incendiary 

comments and remarks in an attempt to demonstrate strength. Instead, the President confuses our allies and 

scares the American people. Beyond the rhetoric, the Trump administration lacks appropriate strategy relevant to 

the crisis. The State Department is understaffed, President Trump understands little about nuclear weapons, and 

the administration refuses to consider peaceful methods of negotiations. Opportunities to negotiate are 

disappearing and North Korea may already be nuclear-capable. While the world desperately needs calm, 

collected, and thoughtful American leadership, President Trump delivers uncertainty, ignorance, and dangerous 

ideas. 

Engagement Resources 
• Appropriate North Korea Policy — A long piece by Tom Malinowski for Politico about a peaceful and 

reasonable response to North Korea 

• Chinese Complications — Adam Mount writes on the biggest player in the region and how the United 

States can work with –or against– China. 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2017/0829/North-Korea-s-unprecedented-missile-test-draws-ire-of-Trump-and-Abe
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/29/politics/north-korea-japan-missile-what-next/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/29/politics/north-korea-japan-missile-what-next/index.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/north-korea-missile-test-what-it-means-for-the-region-a7918776.html
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/08/29/north-korea-missile-trump-215551
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/29/trump-north-korea-missiles-242153
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/13/trump-mullen-north-korea-241583
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/13/trump-mullen-north-korea-241583
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/07/north-korea-can-strike-la-but-trumps-foreign-policy-is-mia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/09/us/politics/trump-north-korea.html
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/07/24/how-to-take-down-kim-jong-un-215411
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/08/china-military-strength-north-korea-crisis/538344/
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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Trump Speaks About Involvement in Afghanistan 
National Address 

Speech from August 21, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On Monday, August 21st, President Trump spoke at Fort Myer, Virginia about future U.S. engagement in 

Afghanistan. He committed to victory in the region, ultimately defeating the terrorist organizations which operate 

in the country –including ISIS, al Qaeda, and the Taliban. While President Trump did not enumerate specific 

policies –claiming that providing details aids the enemy– national security staffers said there would be an increase 

of around 4,000 troops. This would bring the troop total to around 15,000 in a country the United States has been 

engaged with for almost 16 years. ACCESS THE FULL SPEECH HERE 

Analysis 
President Trump missed the mark on almost every tenet of this speech. First, he looked unnatural as he read from 

a teleprompter, clearly hoping to look presidential in his address crafted by the national security team. President 

Trump contradicted his former instincts about Afghanistan, previously calling for an immediate withdrawal of 

troops. The speech criticized Pakistan and vaguely threatened India but made no mention of a huge player in the 

region: China. Beyond these relatively minor mistakes, the entire pith of the plan followed poor international 

logic. He failed to mention our victory conditions, something which consistently injures American prospects at 

peace, and the idea of a military win in the Middle East is archaic and misguided. The President’s insistence on 

leaving out the details leaves the United States with a lot of unanswered questions, and while this plan is better 

than the short-guided blunder of immediate withdrawal, President Trump once again closed the door on 

diplomacy for the political convenience of military strength. 

Engagement Resources 
• American Involvement in Afghanistan — Read an easy-to-digest photographic history of the United States 

and Afghanistan by Business Insider 

• Interactive Map and Charts — Visualize Taliban control and death tolls with this New York Times piece. 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.npr.org/2017/08/21/545038935/watch-live-trump-s-address-on-afghanistan-next-steps-for-u-s-engagement
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/21/world/asia/afghanistan-troops-trump.html?mcubz=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/21/world/asia/afghanistan-troops-trump.html?mcubz=0
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/donald-trump-afghanistan-speech_us_599c1d0ae4b0771ecb072b8b
http://www.salon.com/2017/08/27/trumps-reversal-on-afghanistan-heightens-the-contradictions-his-and-ours/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2017/08/22/why-did-trump-flip-flop-on-afghanistan/?utm_term=.697a5998e7d2
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/pence-endorses-trump-s-afghanistan-plan-warns-pakistan-we-re-n794811
https://qz.com/1063325/interpreting-donald-trumps-not-so-subtle-threat-to-india-to-do-more-in-afghanistan/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-afghanistan-strategy-obama_us_599b79d6e4b0771ecb06b421?ncid=inblnkushpmg00000009
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-afghanistan-strategy-obama_us_599b79d6e4b0771ecb06b421?ncid=inblnkushpmg00000009
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/23/opinion/trump-afghanistan-strategy.html
http://time.com/4911492/trump-afghanistan-military-victory/
http://www.tolonews.com/index.php/opinion/note-trump-nation-building-answer-afghanistan
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/450842/trump-afghanistan-questions-congress-must-ask
http://gulfnews.com/opinion/media-watch/trump-chases-elusive-win-in-afghanistan-1.2081400
http://gulfnews.com/opinion/media-watch/trump-chases-elusive-win-in-afghanistan-1.2081400
http://www.businessinsider.com/heres-how-the-longest-war-in-us-history-has-unfolded-2017-8/#in-may-2003-then-defense-secretary-donald-rumsfeld-announced-that-major-combat-operations-had-ended-in-afghanistan-president-george-w-bush-declared-mission-accomplished-in-iraq-that-same-day-13
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/08/23/world/asia/afghanistan-us-taliban-isis-control.html
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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Congress Advances Health Care Efforts 
Bipartisan efforts in Congress 

Ongoing 

Policy Summary 
After another GOP failure on the health care front, members of Congress resorted to more incremental 

legislation. Congress is working across the aisle to counter President Trump’s threats to encourage the implosion 

of Obamacare and cut off subsidies for health insurers known as cost-sharing reduction payments. Without these 

subsidies that help low-income people afford care, insurers would be forced to raise premiums. Congress is 

working to block Trump from cutting off these subsidies and disrupting insurance markets. Recently, the Senate 

also approved F.D.A funding, voted for $3.9 billion in spending on urgent problems with Veterans Affairs, and 

passed the Right to Try bill, which expands access to experimental treatment for the terminally ill. The bill passed 

the Senate 94-to-1 and is expected to pass the House as well. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
These congressional advancements can be attributed to the increasing cooperation among Congress members. 

The bipartisan developments in health care are possible because both parties agree that health law needs to be 

improved, and the GOP’s failed attempts at repeal and replace prove that these improvements will require 

cooperation. Instead of GOP leaders and Trump against Democrats and moderates, the tables seemed to have 

turned on Trump, who now faces a more united Congress. In this new face-off, Congress is actively passing 

legislation the President opposes, whether in health care or other issues such as new sanctions on Russia, or 

impeding Trump’s ability to fire special counselor Robert Mueller. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Pew Research Center – More and more Americans are supporting single payer health coverage. Learn 

what this means and how Republicans and Democrats feel about the government’s responsibility to 

provide health coverage. 

• Universal Health Care Action Network – Learn more, subscribe, find links to news articles, and find local 

networking and advocacy groups to promote affordable health care. 

• As always, contact your state’s elected officials and voice your concerns or support. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/07/31/gop-health-care-dead-2/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/us/politics/senators-launch-bipartisan-effort-to-shore-up-obamacare.html?ref=todayspaper
http://www.businessinsider.com/trump-obamacare-csr-payment-lawsuit-2017-8
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/08/01/540656651/trumps-tweets-threaten-to-destabilize-insurance-markets
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/us/politics/senators-launch-bipartisan-effort-to-shore-up-obamacare.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/us/politics/senators-launch-bipartisan-effort-to-shore-up-obamacare.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/us/politics/fda-senate-experimental-drugs-terminally-ill-patients.html?ref=todayspaper
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/senate-oks-bills-address-va-budget-crisis-claims-48979086
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/us/politics/fda-senate-experimental-drugs-terminally-ill-patients.html?ref=todayspaper
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http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/what-next-for-obamacare/HuHoDEUR8wMi53DglXpNRK/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/01/us/politics/senators-launch-bipartisan-effort-to-shore-up-obamacare.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/08/04/kushner-testimony-private-interviews-sanctions-past-present-russian-retaliation-trump-legal-team/
http://www.wsbtv.com/news/politics/senators-seek-support-for-bipartisan-bills-to-stop-trump-from-firing-mueller/581069343
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/04/senate-struggles-to-rein-trump-241302
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/06/23/public-support-for-single-payer-health-coverage-grows-driven-by-democrats/
http://uhcan.org/
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Bypassing Congress to Undermine Obamacare 
Efforts to sabotage the ACA 

Ongoing 

Policy Summary 
The Trump administration has been undermining public support for Obamacare through a public relations 

campaign led by Republican Tom Price, the Secretary of Health and Human Services. Price is using taxpayer 

dollars meant to encourage enrollment in the ACA to instead launch a social media and video campaign designed 

to weaken public support for the program. Using his title and authority, Price is bypassing Congress by voiding 

penalties physicians face under Obamacare for not following ACA regulations. These favors do not go 

unrewarded. Health care providers and groups donated almost $500,000 to Price’s leadership committees and 

2016 campaign. These perks for doctors and physicians come from severe cuts to hospital payments such as 

funding for low-income patients and Medicare payments.  LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Now that repeal and replace efforts have failed, Republicans under Trump’s leadership are sabotaging Obamacare 

from within, disregarding Congress’s wishes and ignoring the Congressionally approved purpose of the allotted 

funds. As Secretary of Health and Human Services, Tom Price’s job is to execute the law, not impose his own 

agenda on his department’s funds. Andy Slavitt, former acting administrator at the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid services said about Price, “Congress appropriates funds for you to carry out laws that they passed, not 

to spend those funds on activities that counteract those laws.” Price is blatantly ignoring the wishes of Congress 

and instead encouraging the President’s health care “plan” to let Obamacare fail. Price’s strategy redistributes 

funds to give more money and power to physicians and less to hospitals and patients. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Pew Research Center – More and more Americans are supporting single payer health coverage. Learn 

what this means and how Republicans and Democrats feel about the government’s responsibility to 

provide health coverage. 

• Adapt – This organization works to strengthen Medicaid and Medicare and support Disabled Americans. 

• As always, contact your state’s elected officials and voice your concerns or support. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org.  

http://www.thedailybeast.com/team-trump-used-obamacare-money-to-run-ads-against-it
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Trump Declares Opioid Crisis a National Emergency 
National Emergency Declaration 

Announced on August 10, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On Thursday, August 10th at his golf club in Bedminster, New Jersey, President Donald Trump announced the 

opioid crisis a national emergency. In addition to a symbolic gesture, this announcement allows the 

administration to allocate funding for expanding treatment facilities, waive some federal rules and restrictions, 

and supply police officers with anti-overdose strategies and equipment. The Commission on Combating Drug 

Addiction and the Opioid Crisis recommended declaring the crisis a national emergency more than a week prior to 

Trump’s announcement. Trump’s delay caused some doubt as to whether or not he would make the call. LEARN 

MORE 

Analysis 
With an estimated 2.6 million addicts, most people agree that the U.S. has an opioid problem. However, not 

everyone agrees where to point blame or focus funding. Attorney General Mike DeWine filed lawsuits against five 

of the largest pharmaceutical companies for getting patients in Ohio hooked on prescription painkillers, which is 

often the start of an opioid addiction. Ohio is one of the states most affected by the crisis, along with New 

Hampshire, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Rhode Island. While most are hopeful that Trump’s announcement will 

be the beginning of the end of the opioid epidemic, some are concerned that his policies will focus too much on 

incarceration and not enough on getting addicts the treatment they need. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Fed Up – Learn more and rally for federal response to America’s opioid crisis. 

• Network for Good – Explore different councils, advocacy groups, and education programs aimed at ending 

addiction in the United States. Donate, volunteer, and speak out against drug abuse. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 
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Trump Supports Bill to Cut Legal Immigration by Half 
Proposed Legislation 

Received support from Trump on August 2, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On August 2nd Trump announced his support for a Senate Bill titled: Reforming American Immigration for a 

Strong Economy Act (RAISE Act). The most devastating consequence of the RAISE Act would be a 50% reduction in 

legal immigration to the United States. This drop would occur as the bill would scrap the current U.S. immigration 

system(which relies largely on family ties), in favor of a merit based point based system. In the system, points 

would be awarded for things such as education, job offer, age and outstanding achievement. Click here for a more 

detailed look at the points system. The bill does not stop there, as it also looks to drastically cut a number of 

refugees entering the United States to just 50,000. And additionally, would end the Diversity Visa Program, which 

allows those from underserved countries to gain visas. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
There is no evidence that a reduction in legal immigration would result in higher wages or more jobs for American 

citizens. In fact, the result of this bill would be disastrous for both American workers and the economy as a whole. 

To see why one only needs to look  at the previous times immigration was restricted. For example, following the 

three previous times legal immigration was severely restricted (1882, 1924 and 1964) higher wages and more jobs 

did materialize.  To make matters worse now would be a particularly bad time to restrict immigration, as the U.S 

population is aging and workforce participation is at record lows.   Pairing restrictions on immigration with an 

aging population is a toxic mix that stifles economic growth. Japan serves as a stark reminder of this, as their 

decision to limit low-skill immigration has left the country with slow economic growth due to a deficit of workers. 

This bill must be stopped as it will have disastrous consequences, for the US economy and its workers. LEARN 

MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Take Action with United We Dream: United We Dream is the largest immigrant youth-led organization in 

the nation. They organize and advocate for the dignity and fair treatment of immigrant youth and 

families, regardless of immigration status. 

• Get involved with the American Civil Liberties Union: The ACLU is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 

whose stated mission is “to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties guaranteed to every 

person in this country by the Constitution and laws of the United 

• Find a Congressional Town Hall Meeting Near You: Search by town and state or zip code to find a 

congressional Town Hall scheduled near you.  Voice your concerns about the RAISE ACT and directly to 

your Representative or Senator. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org.  
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Chicago Sues to Remain a Sanctuary City 
Lawsuit filed by the City of Chicago against the Department of Justice 

Filed on July 7, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On Monday, July 7th the city of Chicago’s sued the Department of Justice, over its threat to withhold federal funds 

to Sanctuary Cities. Specifically, the DOJ threatened to withhold funds from the Byrne JAG grant program, which 

provides federal funds for local police forces (I go into greater detail about this action in the previous Immigration 

brief). In announcing the lawsuit Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel derided the new Justice Department policies as 

“unconstitutional” and vowed that Chicago will “not be blackmailed by the federal government”. The case will be 

heard in the United States District Court for the District of Northern Illinois. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
In this case, Chicago is arguing that complying with the new Justice Department guidelines would result in the 

erosion of trust between immigrant communities and the police, which in turn could lead to a myriad of problems 

such as a lower number of crimes being reported, and less cooperation. Additionally, Chicago is concerned that 

holding immigrants at its jails at the request of federal immigration authorities(which is required under the new 

DOJ guidelines), could result in detention times longer than is permissible by the Constitution.  While the Trump 

Administration argues that cracking down on Sanctuary cities is necessary to prevent crime (the data says 

otherwise) it is putting itself in the awkward position of threatening to withhold funds for law enforcement 

agencies after previously stating that helping police forces was one of its highest priorities. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
• Take Action with United We Dream: United We Dream is the largest immigrant youth-led organization in 

the nation. They organize and advocate for the dignity and fair treatment of immigrant youth and 

families, regardless of immigration status. 

• Get involved with the American Civil Liberties Union: The ACLU is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 

whose stated mission is “to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties guaranteed to every 

person in this country by the Constitution and laws of the United 

• Find a Congressional Town Hall Meeting Near You: Search by town and state or zip code to find a 

congressional Town Hall scheduled near you.  Voice your concerns about the RAISE ACT and directly to 

your Representative or Senator. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org. 
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Buy American, Hire American [UPDATED] 
Executive Order 

Issued April 18, 2017 

Update: August 18, 2017 
The impact of this executive order is starting to be seen on a widespread scale. Andy Berke, Mayor of 

Chattanooga said “I’m nervous,” in relation to this executive order being rolled out. He is traveling to Japan to try 

to convince car companies to continue to send manufacturing projects to his city. These projects have allowed for 

Chattanooga’s wonderful unemployment rate to stay cushioned at 3.6%. Mayor Berke is worried that this 

executive order could “could set off a protectionist spiral of tariffs and import restrictions, hurting consumers and 

workers.” This problem doesn’t only affect companies in the Chattanooga area but cities around the nation that 

are dependent on manufacturing projects from other nations. 

Policy Summary 
President Trump’s America First campaign theme was bolstered after the Buy American, Hire American executive 

order. This order will prioritize American companies for federal contracts and also reform the visa program for 

foreign workers. 

Hire American 
As a result of this order, the “Hire American” portion will decrease the overall amount of H1-B visas given. This is 

because the Administration has accused companies of “importing low-wage workers on H-1B visas to take jobs 

from young college-trained Americans” leading to the “theft of American prosperity”. There will be a 

complete overhaul of the lottery system used in the status quo to determine the sponsors of H1-B visas. Trump’s 

replacement is not set in stone, but will be complete after H1-B visa studies by the Departments of Labor and 

State. The Trump Administration has claimed that H1-B visa changes will be recommended as soon as the studies 

are complete. 

Buy American 
The “Buy American” portion will tighten the waivers and exemptions that agencies use to get around laws that 

favor American-made goods. It is intended to lead to more purchasing of US made goods by US companies. When 

enacted it will also include regulations requiring US companies to use American steel for domestic projects that 

are funded by the government. 

Analysis 

Hire American 
Trump’s executive action has supported his campaign philosophy of economic nationalism, but it may prove to be 

burdensome for small businesses. Punit Soni, the chief executive of Learning Motors, said these visa changes will 

hurt small businesses. He claims that small companies cannot afford to pay high salaries and already struggle to 

attract talent in such a tight market. The order will impact the seasonal labor workforce as it intends to replace 

low-cost foreign workers who use H1-B workers to work in hotels and resorts with Americans, presumably high 

school and colleges students.  This demand for higher wages by American college graduates will result in 
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increased prices for all consumers. Under the new Executive Order, it is proposed that preference for H1-B visas 

(in an overall reduced H1-B Visa pool)  be given to highly skilled foreign workers.  This system would favor highest-

paid foreign workers in already successful companies like Google. 

Buy American 
Trump’s belief that international commerce is harmful to America is not bolstered by the scientific community. 

One of the most basic tenets of economics claims that if a country can buy a product abroad for less than it is 

better off buying it. This is because costs will exponentially go up if the US uses its own resources to produce 

products, rather than purchasing these resources from abroad. If costs increase consumption will decrease as 

buyers can no longer afford items. As a result, the economy may suffer due to a lack of consumption. 

Engagement Resources 
• Nasscom Lobby – Lobby to persuade entities like Google, Facebook, and IBM along wt the government to 

allow for more H1-B visas. 

• Town Hall Project – This project compiles the open-to-the-public events held by state and local 

representatives. This provides a great opportunity to tell them that this executive order will do more bad 

than good. You can also dial 1-844-6-RESIST to be redirected to the office of your local member of 

Congress. 

• Amazon Lobby – One of the largest technology company lobbies in America. They continue to want access 

H1-B visas because of their skill and relative cheaper work. 

• Forward US – Mark Zuckerburg along with other CEOs (Yahoo and Google) launched a project to reform 

the immigration system to allow for more H1-B visas. It aims to lobby and advocate for its version 

of immigration reform, changes to the US education system to improve science and technology 

education, and the facilitation of scientific breakthroughs with broad public benefits. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 
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Steel Tariffs 
Jobs Proposal 

Proposed on June 30, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The White House has officially branded the 29th week of the year “Made in America” week. As a result of this, the 

administration continues to promote their America first theme by trying to prioritize the importance of American 

products. According to the Trump team, these policies will not only boost wages but also create a plethora 

of jobs for manufacturing communities. Trump claims that “We’re going to end up having a level playing field, I 

don’t want to say anything more than level, but if the playing field were slanted a little more toward us, I would 

accept that also, okay?”. One of the ways that Trump plans on doing this is placing a tariff on steel. According 

to Trade Expansion Act of 1962, Section 232, the executive branch has the authority to “place import restrictions 

or tariffs on steel for national security reasons.” 

Analysis 
Many different groups have shown their discontent with this proposal. One of the largest, is the E.U. Reports 

claim that the E.U. is ready with measures such as taxes on American exports (whiskey, rum, potatoes, tomatoes) 

to counteract the tariff on steel. As a result, any trade barrier can result in a tit-for-tat war that would not only 

damage the American economy but the global economy. Brian Coulton, the chief economist at Fitch claimed: “The 

U.S. and the countries directly targeted by the imposition of punitive U.S. import tariffs would see the largest 

losses of GDP, but global repercussions would be significant, as business and household confidence falls, asset 

prices weaken, and trade flows are affected more widely.” In addition, many companies and industries 

(agricultural, etc.) have shown their dislike for this proposition because they believe prices will increase instead of 

decrease. They also believe that “The potential for retaliation from these trading partners are very real.”  This fear 

is also not unfounded because the last time there was a tariff placed on steel during the Bush Administration 

there was a loss of 200,000 jobs in manufacturing. 

Engagement Resources 
• Town Hall Project – This project compiles the open-to-the-public events held by state and local 

representatives. This provides a great opportunity to tell them that this executive order will do more bad 

than good. You can also dial 1-844-6-RESIST to be redirected to the office of your local member of 

Congress. 

• US Senate – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed legislation. 

• US House of Representatives – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed 

legislation. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 
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