
 

 

 

 

 

Trump Administration Monthly Policy Digest 
July 2017 

 

 

Edited by Emily Helminen 

 

USRESIST NEWS provides a resource for those interested in understanding, monitoring, and resisting 

Trump administration policies. 

 

www.usresistnews.org 

  

file:///C:/Users/Moose/Desktop/Emily%20Transfer/Freelance/US%20Resistance%20News/www.usresistnews.org


2 

Table of Contents 

 

Civil Rights 

Tax Implications of Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. Comer ....................................... 3 

President Trump’s “Election Fraud” Commission ........................................................................... 4 

President Trump’s Policy On Transgender in the U.S. Military ....................................................... 5 

Economy 

Budget Lessons from Kansas ........................................................................................................... 6 

Education 

Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Religious Pre-school ................................................................... 8 

Student Protections from For-Profit Universities Postponed ......................................................... 9 

Environment 

Cities, Companies, Universities Bypass Trump on Climate ........................................................... 10 

Disapproval of Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, and Resource Conservation11 

Foreign Policy 

Foreign Policy Flip-Flop: Syrian Intervention ................................................................................ 13 

Foreign Policy Flip-Flop: NATO Policy ........................................................................................... 14 

Trump Terminates Program Arming Syrian Rebels ....................................................................... 15 

Health 

Healthcare Vote Delayed due to Lack of Support ......................................................................... 16 

GOP Health Care Dead Again ........................................................................................................ 17 

GOP Health Care Dead Again, Again ............................................................................................. 18 

Immigration 

15 States Join Hawaii’s Challenge to Travel Ban Enforcement ..................................................... 19 

Trump Administration Quietly Implementing Muslim Ban Through Changes in Immigration 

Policy ............................................................................................................................................. 20 

SCOTUS’ Ruling on Hawaii’s Travel Ban Appeal a Mixed Bag ....................................................... 22 

Massachusetts Supreme Court Ruling Protects Sanctuary Cities ................................................. 23 

The Trump Administration has Renewed its Attack on Sanctuary Cities ..................................... 24 

Jobs 

Infrastructure Panel ...................................................................................................................... 25 



3 

 

Tax Implications of Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. Comer 
U.S. Supreme Court Decision 

Issued on June 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On June 26, 2017, in a separation of church and state case, the United States Supreme Court issued its decision 

in Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. Comer. In a 7 – 2 decision, the court ruled that the “express policy of 

denying grants to any applicant owned or controlled by a church, sect or other religious entity violated the rights 

of Trinity Lutheran Church…under the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment by denying the church an 

available public benefit on account of its religious status.” With this decision, it should also be noted that under 

Internal Revenue Code (IRC) 501(c)(3), churches qualify for exemption from federal income tax. And under Section 

137.100.5 of the Missouri Revised Statutes, real property used for charitable purposes are exempt from taxation 

for state, county or local purposes. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The stance taken by the church that they were discriminated against for a public benefit exposes a glaring 

hypocrisy – how a church desperately wanted a seat at the table for a discretionary public benefit while taking 

advantage of a tax law that permits it to not contribute funds for the same public benefit. What is even more 

shocking is that David Cortman of Alliance Defending, an organization supporting Trinity Lutheran Church in the 

case, stated that Missouri’s denial of funding “imposes special burdens on nonprofit organizations with a religious 

identity.” What burden is Trinity Lutheran Church suffering in this case? The church, unlike other groups, already 

has the privilege of not paying state and local property taxes. Yet they’ve come forward and demanded to be 

reimbursed for improvements made to their property. This case illustrates how the discrimination issue is being 

distorted. Discrimination cases often employ the term ‘similarly situated’ which, when used in this case, highlights 

the unequal position that churches have in the U.S. that others do not have and why the case was likely decided in 

favor of Trinity Lutheran Church incorrectly. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Freedom From Religion Foundation – nonprofit group protecting the principle of separation of state and 

church. 

 Americans United – nonpartisan organization dedicated to the principle of church-state separation. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/16pdf/15-577_khlp.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1828.pdf
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/13700001001.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/supreme-court-rules-states-cannot-refuse-all-financial-aid-churches-n776701
https://ffrf.org/
https://www.au.org/
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President Trump’s “Election Fraud” Commission 
Executive Order 

Issued on June 28, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On May 11, 2017, President Donald Trump signed an Executive Order that established the Presidential Advisory 

Commission on Election Integrity. Section 3 of the order explains the mission of the commission, which is to 

“study the registration and voting processes used in Federal elections.” On June 28, 2017, Kris W. Kobach, the Vice 

Chair of the Commission sent an identical letter to all 50 states and the District of Columbia requesting voter roll 

data from each state which could be submitted through an online portal. The information requested includes 

highly sensitive personal information such as birthdate, partial social security numbers, addresses, voting history 

and military status in a stated attempt to “fully analyze vulnerabilities and issues related to voter registration and 

voting.” LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The personal information requested by Vice Chair Kris Kobach of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election 

Integrity is a meaningless gesture. The establishment of the Advisory Commission overlooks a report by the 

Washington Post in January that found nine investigations into voter fraud that found virtually nothing. There are 

investigations from academia, from the George W. Bush Administration, from a major newspaper and even 

statements from President Trump’s own lawyers claiming there was no fraud in the 2016 election! The 

appointment of Kris Kobach hints at a possible motive for the Trump Administration as the former Kansas 

Secretary of State has a long history of making exaggerated voter fraud allegations and of illegally trying to 

suppress voting rights. With overwhelming evidence from a variety of sources already, it is questionable whether 

another investigation will yield any new conclusions. Forty – four states and D.C. have refused the commission’s 

request on privacy grounds but it is clear that part of the reason is that a good segment of the population and the 

states are fed up with the lies put forth by the Administration that could lead to misuse of personal data to 

suppress votes in the future and dubious new voting policies, especially in light of Mr. Kobach’s prior advocacy of 

questionable voting programs. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – web page petition to remove Kris Kobach from Commission. 

 Brennan Center for Justice – web page analyzing President Trump’s “election fraud” commission. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/11/presidential-executive-order-establishment-presidential-advisory
http://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnn/2017/images/06/30/peic.letter.to.maine%5B2%5D.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/01/25/here-are-nine-major-investigations-on-voter-fraud-that-found-virtually-nothing/?utm_term=.2cdb7626071f
https://www.brennancenter.org/blog/uncovering-kris-kobach%E2%80%99s-anti-voting-history
https://www.aclu.org/blog/speak-freely/if-you-care-about-right-vote-here-are-six-things-you-need-know-about-kris-kobach
https://www.aclu.org/blog/speak-freely/if-you-care-about-right-vote-here-are-six-things-you-need-know-about-kris-kobach
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-01-24/trump-again-claims-undocumented-immigrants-cost-him-popular-vote
http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/03/politics/kris-kobach-letter-voter-fraud-commission-information/index.html
https://action.aclu.org/secure/sham-voting-commission
https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/trump-fraud-commission
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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President Trump’s Policy On Transgender in the U.S. Military 
Presidential Announcement 

Announced on July 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On July 26, 2017, President Donald Trump announced on his Twitter account a reinstatement of a ban on 

transgender persons from serving in the United States Armed Forces. The President’s full statement reads, “After 

consultation with my Generals and military experts, please be advised that the United States Government will not 

accept or allow Transgender individuals to serve in any capacity in the U.S. Military. Our military must be focused 

on decisive and overwhelming victory and cannot be burdened with the tremendous medical costs and disruption 

that transgender in the military would entail.” President’s Trump ban is a reversal of policy that had been 

approved under the Obama administration and which was waiting to be implemented by the Defense 

Department. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
President Trump’s surprise decision is not supported by academic studies and medical research. His decision 

claims to be based on medical costs and disruption to military readiness but studies have disproven these claims. 

A Rand Corporation study in 2016 commissioned by the Department of Defense found that allowing transgender 

persons to serve would have a “minimal impact” on health care costs. The same study also examined 18 countries 

that permitted transgender persons to serve and found “no negative impact on operational readiness, 

effectiveness or cohesion.” President Trump’s decision simply ignores the facts to reach an arbitrary 

decision. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – non – profit group supporting transgender rights. 

 National Center for Transgender Equality – non – profit group promoting transgender equality. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump
http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/26/politics/trump-military-transgender/index.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/commentary/sd-utbg-transgender-military-transition-20170728-story.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/07/26/politics/trump-military-transgender/index.html
https://www.aclu.org/issues/lgbt-rights/transgender-rights
http://www.transequality.org/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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Budget Lessons from Kansas 
Repealed Legislation 

Passed June 7, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Earlier this June, the Kansas state legislature voted to pass Senate Bill 30, a bill that would override many of the 

large tax cuts that were championed by Governor Brownback. Governor Brownback attempted to veto the 

passage of S.B. 30, but was overridden by the legislature in a surprising move by the State senators in his party. 

The Brownback administration led a series of tax cuts beginning in 2012—but these cuts led to a decline in state 

revenues so stark that the state budget was facing a $900 million deficit. The new taxes introduced by S.B. 30 will 

raise $1.2 billion, revenue that the state plans to use towards bolstering K-12 education. 

Analysis 
Kansas’ Senate Bill 30 has been held up as an example for conservative lawmakers across the country—state 

conservatives were not afraid to reverse their previous anti-tax policies once they realized how much the tax cuts 

were hurting the state. The 2012 Kansas tax cuts led to a state budget crisis that led Kansas to cut services and 

was thought to be responsible for the state’s declining job and economic growth. As a result, the state’s bond 

credit rating was also downgraded—compromising the state’s ability to borrow funds and further complicating 

the state’s fiscal standing. The tax cuts also likely increased tax avoidance in the state, further exacerbating 

Kansas’ budget shortfall. 

Kansas’ 2012 tax cuts—now repealed by SB 30—have been described as “Exhibit A” in how not to pass tax 

legislation. Unfortunately, Kansas’ model was used as a blueprint for the GOP’s national tax plan—a plan that may 

soon be passed as part of the efforts to “repeal and replace” the Affordable Care Act. The House bill included tax 

cuts of roughly $765 billion over the next decade. The decrease in revenue would be made up by making drastic 

cuts to Medicaid and Medicare (read more USRESIST NEWS coverage about Health Care). 

The Tax Policy Center, a non-partisan, non-profit think tank, found in an analysis that proposed Republican tax 

cuts would reduce economic growth and add $3.7 trillion to the country’s debt in the next year. Economists fear 

that a national bill would result in an even worse version of Kansas’ budget woes—and lead to dire consequences 

for the economy as well (read more here and here about the effect of these tax plans on jobs). 

In the Senate, political pressures—including from moderate Republicans—led analysts to believe that the Senate 

bill would have fewer tax cuts. But the Senate bill, finally publicized late in June, includes nearly as much in tax 

cuts as the House bill. Voting on the bill has been delayed, but only time will tell what the ultimate health care bill 

looks like—and how deep its cuts will be. 

Engagement Resources 
 Call your Senators to voice your thoughts and feelings about the health care bill and its potentially 

dangerous tax cuts. 

 Check the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities for research and briefs about proposed tax policy in the 

United States. 

https://taxfoundation.org/brownback-pledges-veto-kansas-tax-bill/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2017/05/01/kansas-exhibit-a-against-trickle-down-tax-cuts/?utm_term=.9e604b251c78
http://www.npr.org/2017/05/04/526923181/gop-health-care-bill-would-cut-about-765-billion-in-taxes-over-10-years
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/05/09/medicaid-revised-ahca/
http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/tpc-update-finds-house-gop-tax-plan-would-slow-growth-add-trillions-deficit
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/05/19/impact-acha-jobs/
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/05/01/tax-reform/
https://qz.com/1012391/health-care-bill-how-the-senate-bill-and-house-bill-differ-from-the-aca/
http://www.cbpp.org/research/health/senate-health-bill-no-better-than-house-version
http://www.cbpp.org/research/health/senate-health-bill-no-better-than-house-version
http://www.cbpp.org/research/health/senate-health-bill-no-better-than-house-version
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 Use the resources at org to see what your state legislatures’ recent actions on state budgets—especially 

their recent coverage of state budget conflicts. 

 

This brief was compiled by Ivy Perez. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to this 

brief, please contact ivy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://ballotpedia.org/State_budget_conflicts,_2017
mailto:ivy@usresistnews.org
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Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Religious Pre-school 
Supreme Court Ruling 

Announced on June 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On the grounds of free exercise of religion, the Supreme ruled in favor of a Missouri church this week who had 

been denied state funding to refurbish their playground surface. The case Trinity Lutheran Church v. Comer, arose 

after the state of Missouri would not allow state funds to be given to the church’s preschool to resurface the 

playground with tire chips, citing the state Constitution’s Blaine Amendments. These  amendments forbid the 

state from financially supporting “any church, sector or denomination of religion.” In a 7 to 2 ruling, it was 

decided by the justices that the original decision violated the federal constitution because it “expressly 

discriminates against otherwise eligible recipients by disqualifying them from a public benefit solely because of 

their religious character.”LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Though this case appears to be purely about a playground, to many it has much broader implications. School 

choice advocates have already heralded the ruling as a victory as they believe that it opens the door for state 

funding in the form of education vouchers to be used at any school, including religious ones. However on the 

opposite end, many see the ruling as a potential threat to the rights guaranteed by the separation of church and 

state. Daniel Mach, director of the ACLU, expressed disappointment in the decision, stating that “religious 

freedom should protect unwilling taxpayers from funding church property, not force them to foot the bill.” 

However, Mach also acknowledged that the ruling is specific to playground resurfacing grants, thus not giving the 

government “unlimited authority to fund religious activity.” Still, Justices Ruth Bader Ginsberg and Sonia 

Sotomayor see the long-term implications of the decision, calling it a “radical mistake.”  LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 American Civil Liberties Union– Fight for the separation of church and state and the right to say no to your 

federal dollars being sent to religious institutions with the ACLU, an organization fighting to protect civil 

liberties for almost 100 years. 

 Learn more about vouchers with the National Coalition for Public Education. The NCPE has declared that if 

action is taken to implement a voucher program, they will not be silent. The group’s mission is to defend 

the public school system. 

 Click here to learn how to contact your state legislators! Speak to them about your feelings in regards to 

voucher programs. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact, cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/16pdf/15-577_khlp.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/education-news/articles/2017-06-26/private-school-choice-advocates-cheer-us-supreme-court-ruling
https://www.usnews.com/news/education-news/articles/2017-06-26/private-school-choice-advocates-cheer-us-supreme-court-ruling
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/06/26/will-the-supreme-courts-trinity-decision-lead-to-the-spread-of-school-voucher-programs/?utm_term=.7ac6ca5bcf44
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/27/us/politics/supreme-court-school-choice-ruling.html
https://www.aclu.org/blog/speak-freely/supreme-courts-troubling-decision-funding-church-playgrounds
https://www.aclu.org/
https://www.ncpecoalition.org/trump-voucher-plan/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Student Protections from For-Profit Universities Postponed 
Rollback of Guidances 

Announced on Jule 14, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos has postponed the implementation of two Obama era guidances aimed at 

protecting students from predatory for-profit colleges. The rules that were set to go into effect on July 1, called 

the “borrower defense to repayment” and “gainful employment” regulations, are stricter versions of protections 

that were passed in the 90’s meant to address fraud in the higher education system. If they were to be allowed to 

continue, the rules were aimed at expediting and growing the system for erasing the federal loan debt of students 

who were impacted by fraudulent colleges. Furthermore, if it was found that the graduates of these colleges did 

not earn enough money to pay off their student debt, the rules state that the loans to these schools would be cut 

off. According to DeVos, instead of immediately implementing the guidances, committees will be created to 

evaluate and improve upon the rules that she said “—missed an opportunity to get it right.” LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Meant to protect students like Neisha Wright, 40, who accumulated $25,000 in loan debt obtaining what she calls 

“useless credits” courtesy of the allegedly fraudulent and now defunct ITT Tech, these rules gave hope for the 

victims of other predatory universities that at the very least the debt could be forgiven and some justice could be 

achieved. Now in the midst of a lawsuit against DeVos for rolling back the protections, Wright, has described 

DeVos’ decision to postpone these regulations as “devastating.” Maura Healey, a Massachusetts attorney general 

and leader of an 18 state coalition who just days before Wright also filed a lawsuit against DeVos and her 

department, sees the rollback as a “betrayal” of the students and their families. The lawsuit argues that the 

department did not have the authority to simply remove the regulations that had already gone through the 

lawmaking process. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Americans for Financial Reform – A nonpartisan and nonprofit coalition of more than 200 civil rights, 

consumer, labor, business, investor, faith-based, and civic and community groups, AFR sets out to lay the 

foundation for a strong, stable, and ethical financial system 

 Contact your state legislators – Call your representatives and let them know that protections for students 

are important to you! 

 Student Loan Borrower Assistance Project – A project of the National Consumer Law Center, the SLBAP is 

a resource for borrowers, their families, and advocates representing student loan borrowers. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://money.cnn.com/2017/06/14/pf/college/betsy-devos-student-borrower-protections/index.html
http://money.cnn.com/2017/06/14/pf/college/betsy-devos-student-borrower-protections/index.html
http://time.com/4852951/betsy-devos-lawsuit-for-profit-college-regulations/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/davidhalperin/new-student-lawsuit-detai_b_13941516.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/06/business/dealbook/massachusetts-betsy-devos-lawsuit.html?action=click&contentCollection=The%20Upshot&module=RelatedCoverage&region=Marginalia&pgtype=article
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/14/business/student-loans-for-profit-schools-colleges.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-devos-fraud-rules-20170710-story.html
http://ourfinancialsecurity.org/about/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
http://www.studentloanborrowerassistance.org/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Cities, Companies, Universities Bypass Trump on Climate 
Private and Public Actions 

Policy Summary 
After President Trump withdrew the US from the Paris Climate Accord on June 1st, private and public actors have 

both vowed to lead the country’s fight against climate change. The coalition “We Are Still In” released a 

statementon June 5th declaring their intent to “ensure the U.S. remains a global leader in reducing carbon 

emissions.” The signatories are an amalgamation of cities, states, businesses, and universities representing over a 

third of the US population, accounting for $7.6 trillion of the US economy, and including over 20 Fortune 500 

companies, such as Apple, Google, and Nike. 13 states have formed the US Climate Alliance in an effort to reduce 

national emissions, while 340 mayors have adopted Paris Accord goals for their cities. Additionally, Michael 

Bloomberg, the former New York City mayor and billionaire, has pledged to meet the $15 million funding gap left 

by the US for UN operations under the Paris Accord. 

Analysis 
While the public and private backlash to Trump’s decision induces environmental optimism, coalitions, cities, and 

businesses face major hurdles without federal support. Due to their limited size, city climate initiatives neglect 

some of the most emissions-intensive activities, such as agriculture, cement production, natural resource 

extraction, air travel, and power production, which often occur outside city limits. Moreover, “city policies would 

be rendered ineffective if sources of emissions relocate to evade them.” Burdensome restrictions in certain cities 

and states may cause companies to move their production to less stringent locations. The national coalitions and 

agreements may also face compliance issues; some signatories may not have the resources to be effective or may 

have signed on purely for publicity purposes. And while some actors, such as Nike and New York City, have 

released specific goals to reduce emissions and commit to renewable energy, others have no detailed plans to 

work with. Obviously, the commitment from companies, cities, and states to fight for the health of our planet is a 

positive sign with the potential to reduce emissions and to encourage environmentally conscious technologies 

and behaviors; but without a federal commitment to fight climate change, it will be difficult for these coalitions to 

save the world. 

Engagement Resources 
 Encourage your representatives to commit to the goals of the Paris Climate Accord 

 Contact Your State Governor 

 Contact Your Mayor – locate mayors by name, city, or population size. 

 We Are Still In – explore the coalition of US government and business leaders who have declared support 

for climate action to meet the Paris Accord; encourage your affiliates to join. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/06/14/us-withdrawal-paris-climate-accord/
http://wearestillin.com/
http://wearestillin.com/
http://wearestillin.com/
http://wearestillin.com/
http://wearestillin.com/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2017/06/08/more-states-sign-us-climate-alliance-honor-paris-agreement/102629160/
https://medium.com/@ClimateMayors/climate-mayors-commit-to-adopt-honor-and-uphold-paris-climate-agreement-goals-ba566e260097
https://www.bloomberg.org/press/releases/bloomberg-philanthropies-commits-15-million-fill-budget-gap-left-trumps-revoking-us-support-un-climate-treaty/
http://fortune.com/2017/06/13/donald-trump-paris-climate-change-agreement-definition-cities/
http://fortune.com/2017/06/13/donald-trump-paris-climate-change-agreement-definition-cities/
http://fortune.com/2017/06/13/donald-trump-paris-climate-change-agreement-definition-cities/
http://fortune.com/2017/06/13/donald-trump-paris-climate-change-agreement-definition-cities/
http://fortune.com/2017/06/13/donald-trump-paris-climate-change-agreement-definition-cities/
http://fortune.com/2017/06/13/donald-trump-paris-climate-change-agreement-definition-cities/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/06/13/u-s-cities-and-states-want-to-implement-the-paris-climate-accord-goals-its-not-that-simple/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/06/13/u-s-cities-and-states-want-to-implement-the-paris-climate-accord-goals-its-not-that-simple/
https://www.usa.gov/state-governor
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/07/06/cities-companies-universities-bypass-trump-climate/Locate%20mayors%20by%20name,%20city,%20or%20population%20size.
http://wearestillin.com/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Disapproval of Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, and Resource 

Conservation 
Failed Legislation 

Passed in the House on February 3, 2017 

Defeated in the Senate on May 10, 2017 

Update: July 3, 2017 
After the GOP failed attempt to reverse the Obama-era methane flaring restriction, Donald Trump attacked the 

rule using his energy plan, and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt placed a two-year moratorium on the rule’s 

enforcement. On July 3rd a federal appeals court ruled that the Environmental Protection Agency cannot suspend 

rule and must begin enforcing it. 

Update: May 10, 2017 
May 10th produced a surprising win for environmental groups when the Republican bid to reverse the Obama-era 

environmental regulation died in the Senate. Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) unexpectedly joined fellow 

Republicans Susan Collins (Maine) and Lindsey Graham (S.C.) to kill the legislation in a 49-51 vote. GOP/Trump 

administration officials have said they will now shift their focus to rewriting the rule in the Interior 

Department and using Trump’s energy plan to target the regulation (Trump’s energy plan/EO and its impending 

effect on the methane flaring regulation are detailed here). 

Summary 
A bill disapproving of (and effectively nullifying) the Bureau of Land Management’s Waste Prevention, Production 

Subject to Royalties, and Resource Conservation rule recently passed in the House and was introduced in the 

Senate. The rule went into effect in the closing days of the Obama administration. It enacted regulations to 

reduce methane emissions and wasted gas, and it replaced provisions that are over thirty years old. Republican 

lawmakers in favor of the disapproval argue that new regulations put expensive burdens on the energy industry 

harming business. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The waste prevention regulations nullified by the GOP bill are projected to reduce wasteful venting, flaring, and 

leaking of natural gas into the atmosphere from oil and gas operations on public and indigenous lands. The 

Department of the Interior points out that new technology enables businesses to reduce waste and capture oil 

and gas for economic revenue. The department’s fact sheet estimates that federal taxpayers miss out on $23 

million annually in royalty payments from waste, and that wasted gas is enough to supply over 6 million 

households per year. The Obama Era rule also protects the environment, cutting emissions of methane (a harmful 

greenhouse gas 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide) by 35%. Additionally, environmental and public health 

organizations have notedthat the rule will “reduce risk of asthma attacks, cancers, heart and other lung problems, 

neurological disorders, and birth defects related to emissions from oil and gas operations.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/03/climate/court-blocks-epa-effort-to-suspend-obama-era-methane-rule.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/03/climate/court-blocks-epa-effort-to-suspend-obama-era-methane-rule.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/senate-blocks-move-repeal-obama-era-rule-methane-emissions-drilling/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/senate-blocks-move-repeal-obama-era-rule-methane-emissions-drilling/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/05/10/senates-poised-to-repeal-a-final-obama-era-rule-as-soon-as-wednesday/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/05/10/senates-poised-to-repeal-a-final-obama-era-rule-as-soon-as-wednesday/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/05/10/senates-poised-to-repeal-a-final-obama-era-rule-as-soon-as-wednesday/
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/04/10/promoting-energy-independence-economic-growth/
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/04/10/promoting-energy-independence-economic-growth/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/18/2016-27637/waste-prevention-production-subject-to-royalties-and-resource-conservation
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/18/2016-27637/waste-prevention-production-subject-to-royalties-and-resource-conservation
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-joint-resolution/36/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%2236%22%5D%7D&r=6
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-announces-final-rule-reduce-methane-emissions-wasted-gas-public
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/methane_waste_prevention_rule_factsheet.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/methane-waste-prevention-rule-fs.pdf
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Engagement Resources 
 Natural Resources Defense Council – An international nonprofit environmental advocacy group 

committed to fighting Trump’s “environmental assault” and providing individuals with avenues for taking 

action. 

 Clean Air Task Force – A nonprofit organization dedicated to reducing atmospheric pollution through 

research, advocacy, and private sector collaboration. 

 The Wilderness Society – A nonprofit land conservation organization that is dedicated to protecting 

natural areas and federal public lands in the United States. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.catf.us/
http://wilderness.org/
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Foreign Policy Flip-Flop: Syrian Intervention 
This is the first in a series of USRESIST NEWS Briefs that chronicle the flip-flop nature of many of the Trump 

administration’s foreign policies. 

Syrian Intervention 
President Trump does not have a consistent policy on Syria nor Bashar al-Assad, and this confusing stance 

damages American interests in the region. The Assad regime uses chemicals weapons on its own people, colludes 

with Russia to maintain an authoritarian state, and fails to uphold even the most basic democratic principles. So 

how does Trump view this issue? We don’t really know. 

 

FLIP 
Back in 2013, President Trump seemed to agree with 

the Obama Administration’s position to renege on its 

“red line” on Syria. He talked about coalition-

building with the Russians, and his America First 

policy (which is mostly an amalgamation of rhetoric 

and lofty ideals) led many to believe that Syrian 

intervention was out of the question. Only days 

before his missile strike, many White House 

staffers informed the press that regime change was 

no longer on the agenda of the United States. 

FLOP 
Yet in early April 2017, after another chemical 

weapons strike by the Assad regime, President 

Trump launched 59 Tomahawk missiles at a military 

facility outside of Homs, Syria. Trump was reportedly 

very disturbed by the pictures of children affected by 

chemical weapons, yet this decision disappointed 

many of his supporters on the alt-right. While his 

administration still flounders on developing a 

coherent policy in regards to Syria, Trump appears to 

have no problem engaging in the Middle East. 

  

Having a confusing policy regarding the most dangerous state in the Middle East will only open up the United 

States to more criticisms and failures. Meanwhile, Secretary of State Tillerson continues to speak of peace and 

accountability with the Assad regime, and US ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley has repeatedly suggested that 

America is interested in forced regime change. Not only does President Trump change his mind without 

justification, but his international delegation fails to send a single message regarding our policy towards Syria and 

Assad. 

 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/375577511473983488
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/02/07/the-strategic-suicide-of-aligning-with-russia-in-syria/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/02/07/the-strategic-suicide-of-aligning-with-russia-in-syria/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/america-first-foreign-policy
https://www.whitehouse.gov/america-first-foreign-policy
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/04/syria-strike-flip-flop-who-changed-stance-236978
http://www.cnn.com/2017/04/06/politics/donald-trump-syria-military/index.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/04/trumps-disillusioned-supporters/522336/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/04/trumps-disillusioned-supporters/522336/
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/06/19/trump-russia-syria-assad-239728
https://qz.com/986198/donald-trump-middle-east-trip-involvement-in-saudi-arabias-war-in-yemen-wont-play-well-with-america-first-voters/
https://qz.com/986198/donald-trump-middle-east-trip-involvement-in-saudi-arabias-war-in-yemen-wont-play-well-with-america-first-voters/
https://www.apnews.com/3826a648e966452a9f8fee70d89a513e
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/09/no-peace-in-syria-until-assad-is-ousted-says-nikki-haley
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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Foreign Policy Flip-Flop: NATO Policy 
This is the second in a series of USRESIST NEWS Briefs that chronicle the flip-flop nature of many of the Trump 

administration’s foreign policies. 

NATO Commitments 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, or NATO, was founded in 1949 as a response to rising global threats. 

NATO is the paramount international defense alliance, and its members are some of the beacons of stability and 

democracy across the globe. Because of President Trump’s malleable position, the United States —NATO’s largest 

contributor and the cornerstone of the alliance— regularly has its priorities questioned and its commitment 

scrutinized. 

 

FLIP 
On the campaign trail, President Trump regularly 

criticized NATO, claiming the United States should 

reconsider its involvement and famously 

remarking that NATO may be obsolete. He refused 

to commit to Article V, NATO’s concept of mutual 

defense, and this lack of assurance may be the most 

dangerous aspect of his rhetoric. President Trump’s 

obsession with NATO members paying their fair 

share continued after his election, and he reaffirmed 

his comments about the obsolete nature of the 

alliance. 

FLOP 
In April of 2017, President Trump defended himself, 

clarifying that he didn’t know very much about NATO 

and emphasizing that it was obsolete. Right before 

his first foreign trip, he stated how confident he was 

that NATO members would help — even though the 

only time Article V was ever invoked was 

immediately following 9/11. Yet when the President 

finally made his address to NATO, he refused to 

recommit to mutual defense (to the surprise of his 

international delegation) and instead focused on the 

2% defense spending benchmark. 

  

Our national security is threatened by the President’s muddled stance towards our most important coalition. 

Secretary of State Tillerson seems resolute in his support for the NATO alliance, and he expressed that “of course” 

the United States does support Article V. United States Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley 

also restated this commitment, and even claimed that the United States has never faltered on its responsibilities 

to the alliance. Whatever the case, the Trump administration must bolster our most important military and 

political alliance for the sake of our country and the entire democratic world. 

 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1603/21/se.02.html
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1603/21/se.02.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/videos/2016-03-23/complete-trump-interview-nato-nukes-muslims-and-hillary
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/videos/2016-03-23/complete-trump-interview-nato-nukes-muslims-and-hillary
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/28/us/politics/transcript-trump-foreign-policy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/28/us/politics/transcript-trump-foreign-policy.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/16/politics/donald-trump-times-bild-interview-takeaways/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/16/politics/donald-trump-times-bild-interview-takeaways/
http://www.motherjones.com/kevin-drum/2017/04/quote-day-i-said-nato-was-obsolete-because-i-didnt-know-anything-about-nato/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/05/24/donald-trump-nato-article-5-obsolete-not-military-alliance/101979406/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/05/25/politics/trump-nato-financial-payments/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/05/25/politics/trump-nato-financial-payments/index.html
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/05/trump-nato-speech-national-security-team-215227
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/05/trump-nato-speech-national-security-team-215227
http://www.politico.eu/article/rex-tillerson-wins-applause-literally-in-nato-debut-donald-trump-foreign-policy-putin-russia/
http://www.deathandtaxesmag.com/333064/trump-cut-nato-speech-article-5-without-telling-tillerson-mattis/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/video/haley-ask-trump-where-he-stands-on-nato/vi-BBBYaQn
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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Trump Terminates Program Arming Syrian Rebels 
Executive Decision 

Issued on July 19, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Before President Trump’s July 9th meeting with the G20, the administration decided to conclude an operation 

that provided weapons to anti-Assad rebels in Syria, according to senior administration officials. President Obama 

initiated this secret program in 2013 through the CIA in order to establish military credibility in the region and 

bring Bashar al-Assad to the negotiating table without committing American forces. The rebels have slowly lost 

ground in Aleppo, Syria’s capital, and continue to struggle against Assad. Since the program is unofficial and 

confidential, neither the White House nor the CIA officially confirmed that the President shut down the 

program. LEARN MORE. 

Analysis 
Although the program failed to meet its expectations, canceling it was a clear giveaway to the Russians. Russian 

President Vladimir Putin, along with antagonists in Iran, support the ruthless Assad regime. Despite claims from 

the United States and Russia, the two nations colluded in order to reach the ceasefire agreement (a naive idea in 

itself). The Russians are interested in global power, autocracy, and Western resistance. ISIS will continue to 

advance as President Trump gives up on the rebels. Ending this program is not in the interests of the United States 

nor the Syrian people; President Trump is sacrificing democracy for a false and dangerous partner. LEARN MORE  

Engagement Resources 
 The White Helmets — A neutral and unarmed group of volunteers who risk their lives to provide medical 

assistance to the wounded in Syria. 

 Save the Children— An NGO that helps tens of millions of children across the globe –especially in Syria. 

 Amnesty International — Amnesty International conducts international research, advocates on behalf of 

the oppressed, and carries out campaigns to protect the vulnerable from human rights’ infringements. 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/world/middleeast/cia-arming-syrian-rebels.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/u-s-strategy-arming-syrian-rebels-didnt-work/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trump-ends-covert-cia-program-to-arm-anti-assad-rebels-in-syria-a-move-sought-by-moscow/2017/07/19/b6821a62-6beb-11e7-96ab-5f38140b38cc_story.html?utm_term=.40224181a797
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/why-russia-supports-assad/
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/russia-we-have-not-heard-trump-will-stop-arming-syrian-rebels/article/2629349
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/russia-we-have-not-heard-trump-will-stop-arming-syrian-rebels/article/2629349
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/07/syria-russia-ceasefire-iran-trump-putin/533388/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/07/syria-russia-ceasefire-iran-trump-putin/533388/
http://www.fpri.org/2017/05/russia-wants-syria/
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/isis-syrian-rebels-jordan-us-support-programme-border-refugees-syria-a7853446.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/07/trump-ends-cia-arms-support-anti-assad-syria-rebels-170719221850588.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-russia-usa-idUSKBN14G0K0
https://www.whitehelmets.org/en
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6146405/k.C7E9/About_Us.htm
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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Healthcare Vote Delayed due to Lack of Support 
Proposed Legislation 

Senate Vote Delayed until after July 4th Recess 

Policy Summary 
On Tuesday, Republican strategist and Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell was forced to delay the vote on 

the repeal and replace of the Affordable Care Act. He had ambitiously planned to push the bill that he 

wrote behind closed doors through the Senate before the July 4th recess, but could not unite the Republican 

party to ensure the 50 votes he needs. With 52 Republicans in the Senate, the bill can afford to lose only two 

Republican votes. However, four conservative Republican senators have voiced their opposition to the bill saying 

it does not go far enough to repeal Obamacare and lower premiums. On the other hand, more moderate 

Republicans that benefitted from expanding Medicaid in their states oppose the bill because their constituents 

would be disproportionately hurt by the bill’s massive cuts to Medicaid. All in all, Democrats are united in their 

opposition and at least 8 or 9 Republicans do not support the current bill. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
With only 17% of Americans supporting the Republican health care bill, it is not surprising that Senators are 

hesitant to pass it. The CBO report explains that while the bill would reduce the federal deficit, it would increase 

the number of uninsured Americans by 22 million over the next decade. The majority of the bill’s savings would 

come from Medicaid cuts, leaving that states that expanded Medicaid under Obamacare disproportionately hurt 

by the new legislation. McConnell is determined to edit the bill and rally the necessary support and schedule a 

vote later this month. LEARN MORE  

Engagement Resources 
 Moveon.org – This site provides opportunities to resist Trump and Trumpcare in a variety of different 

ways. Sign petitions, call senators, learn more, donate to the cause, etc. 

 Swing Left – This site tracks districts where House winners won by thin margins and encourages voters to 

vote Democrat in the 2018 election to restore a progressive House majority. This is crucial for every 

aspect of politics, including health care because the House has a huge impact on what bills become laws. 

 As always, contact your state’s elected officials and voice your concerns. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/06/19/dont-forget-healthcare/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/06/22/politics/republicans-resist-health-care-bill-support/index.html
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/06/10/medicaid-explained/
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/05/09/medicaid-revised-ahca/
http://abcnews.go.com/US/growing-group-senators-oppose-health-care-bill/story?id=48324629
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/27/us/politics/republicans-struggle-to-marshal-votes-for-health-care-bill.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/17-americans-support-senate-gop-health-care-bill-poll-article-1.3284769
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/52849
http://money.cnn.com/2017/06/29/news/economy/state-uninsured-obamacare-senate/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory/analysis-gop-congress-imperative-health-care-48344338
https://front.moveon.org/
https://swingleft.org/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
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GOP Health Care Dead Again 
Failed Legislation 

Failed on July 18, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On Tuesday, the GOP accepted another defeat on the healthcare front, conceding once again to “let Obamacare 

fail” on its own. This conclusion comes after a delay due to lack of support, a delay due to John McCain’s medical 

leave, a few unpopular amendments with hopes of rallying Republican support, and even a repeal and replace 

later effort. The CBO estimated that repealing the ACA with no replacement plan would leave 32 million more 

people without health insurance by 2026, including 19 million people covered by Medicaid. Three Senate 

Republicans quickly opposed a repeal with no replacement plan, leaving the GOP out of ideas. President Donald 

Trump blames the latest health care failure on Democrats, saying neither he nor the Republican Party will “own 

it”. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
No matter where President Trump or GOP leaders point blame, the healthcare failure ultimately comes from a 

lack of unity and leadership. Even after 7 years of “Repeal and replace Obamacare” echoing from Republican 

Congressmen and even with a Republican majority in both the House and Senate, GOP leaders remain unable to 

unite their divided party. The Senate will vote next week on a repeal of Obamacare with no replacement. With all 

48 Democrats and a handful of Republicans opposing a clean repeal, it is apparent that Obamacare will remain for 

now. However, the Trump Administration and GOP have already “given up” on health care once, so it is very 

possible they will come back to healthcare soon. As Trump said on Tuesday regarding the next step for health 

care, “Stay tuned”. LEARN MORE  

Engagement Resources 
 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities – Learn more about what the Senate health bill would mean, who 

would lose, what the amendments changed, and more. 

 Swing Left – This site tracks districts where House winners won by thin margins and encourages voters to 

vote Democrat in the 2018 election to restore a progressive majority. This is crucial for every aspect of 

politics, including health care because Congress has a huge impact on what bills become laws. 

 As always, contact your state’s elected officials and voice your concerns. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/07/02/healthcare-vote-delayed-due-lack-support/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/us/politics/john-mccain-brain-cancer.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/us/politics/john-mccain-brain-cancer.html
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2017/jul/17/cruz-amendment-preexisting-conditions-fact-sheet/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/18/republicans-senate-healthcare-vote-repeal-obamacare
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/18/republicans-senate-healthcare-vote-repeal-obamacare
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/06/10/medicaid-explained/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-07-18/mcconnell-s-new-obamacare-repeal-already-lacks-gop-votes-to-pass
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/07/20/how-democrats-won-the-healthcare-war-215394
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/18/us/politics/republicans-obamacare-repeal-now-replace-later.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/18/us/politics/republicans-obamacare-repeal-now-replace-later.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/health-bill-care-collapse-leaves-divided-gop-crossroads-48695180
http://www.npr.org/2017/07/18/537820847/where-the-senate-health-care-defeat-leaves-trump-gop
http://www.npr.org/2017/07/18/537820847/where-the-senate-health-care-defeat-leaves-trump-gop
http://www.npr.org/2017/07/18/537820847/where-the-senate-health-care-defeat-leaves-trump-gop
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/17/republican-health-bill-senators-oppose-vote
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/17/republican-health-bill-senators-oppose-vote
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/17/republican-health-bill-senators-oppose-vote
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/07/20/how-democrats-won-the-healthcare-war-215394
https://www.cbpp.org/
https://swingleft.org/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
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GOP Health Care Dead Again, Again 
Failed Legislation 

Failed on July 28, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In the early hours of Friday morning, Senator John McCain of Arizona unexpectedly voted against a “skinny 

repeal” of Obamacare. The skinny repeal would have eliminated some controversial parts of the Affordable Care 

Act, such as individual and employer mandates, Planned Parenthood funding, and more. This latest bill would 

have left 16 millionfewer people insured in 2018 and premiums would have risen 20% each year over the next ten 

years. Sen. McCain was one of three GOP Senators to oppose the repeal, along with Sen. Susan Collins of Maine 

and Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska. With three of its own against the bill, the GOP did not have the sufficient votes 

to move forward with the skinny repeal. This setback marks the third failed attempt to repeal the ACA despite a 

Republican majority in the House and Senate. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Earlier this week, nearly a week after being diagnosed with a cancerous brain tumor, Sen. McCain voted for a 

motion to proceed on the health care legislation debate. Sen. McCain also gave a speech in which 

he condemned the GOP’s partisan leadership and closed-door crafting of the bill. He urged Congress to work 

across the aisle and expressed his frustration that nothing is getting done. His tying vote allowed Vice President 

Pence to step in and break the tie and was the reason the skinny repeal bill was open for debate and vote on 

Friday. His vote to proceed and heartfelt speech made his no vote on Friday an even bigger surprise. President 

Donald Trump condemned Democrats, Sen. McCain, and the other two Republicans who opposed the repeal, 

saying they let down the American people. Others praise Sen. McCain’s boldness, hoping it will open the doors for 

Senate bipartisanship. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Universal Health Care Action Network – Learn more, subscribe, find links to news articles, and find local 

networking and advocacy groups to promote affordable health care. 

 As always, contact your state’s elected officials and voice your concerns. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://money.cnn.com/2017/07/27/news/economy/senate-skinny-repeal-health-care/index.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/senate-gop-effort-repeal-obamacare-fails-n787311
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/senate-gop-effort-repeal-obamacare-fails-n787311
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/07/24/gop-health-care-dead/
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/senate-gop-effort-repeal-obamacare-fails-n787311
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/mccain-gets-standing-ovation-casting-key-health-care-vote-n786456
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-mccain-bipartisanship-20170728-story.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/trump-says-health-care-bill-failure-let-american-people-down-n787321
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-mccain-bipartisanship-20170728-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-mccain-bipartisanship-20170728-story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/the-night-john-mccain-killed-the-gops-health-care-fight/2017/07/28/f5acce58-7361-11e7-8f39-eeb7d3a2d304_story.html?utm_term=.b1be20d9851b
http://uhcan.org/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
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15 States Join Hawaii’s Challenge to Travel Ban Enforcement 
Motion to Appeals Court 

Issued on July 10, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On July 10th the state of Hawaii motioned for the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals to broaden the exemptions that the 

Supreme Court granted, while it’s deliberating on the fate of the travel ban. Hawaii’s bid is bolstered by 

endorsements from 15 other left-leaning states including California and New York. Hawaii wants the Supreme 

Court’s exemption to be expanded to all family members, arguing that failure to do so would cause undue 

emotional and physical hardship on American citizens. 

Analysis 
The success of this motion hinges on the definition of what a bona fide relationship is. As when the Supreme 

Court decided to rule on the Travel Ban, it exempted those with a “bona fide relationship” with a U.S Citizen or 

National while it deliberates. The Trump administration then proceeded to define a bona fide relationship as 

parents, parents-in-law, spouses, fiancés, children, and children-in-law, thus exempting them from the ban. 

Consequently, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews and siblings-in-law, would be subjected to 

the ban. In other words, Hawaii is arguing that arbitrarily exempting some familial relationships, while still 

enforcing others was not the intent of the Supreme Court, and thus should be corrected by a lower court. 

Engagement Resources 
 Local Options for Protecting Immigrants – This document hosted by the National Network for Immigrant 

and Refugee Rights notes what steps local governments can take to protect immigrants against federal 

government actions. 

 Find a Congressional Town Hall Meeting Near You – Search by town and state or zip code to find a 

congressional Town Hall scheduled near you.  Voice your concerns about the Travel Ban and other Trump 

Administration policies directly to your Representative or Senator. 

 Immigration Volunteer Search – Search for immigration volunteer opportunities near you, and do your 

part to help those under siege from Trump’s policies. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org.  

http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/15-states-join-hawaii-s-challenge-travel-ban-enforcement-n781466
http://www.cnn.com/2017/06/29/politics/travel-ban-bona-fide-relationship-lawyers-reaction/index.html
http://www.nnirr.org/drupal/sites/default/files/ilrc_local_options_20161215.pdf
https://townhallproject.com/
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/index.jsp?r=msa&l=60827&categories=41
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Trump Administration Quietly Implementing Muslim Ban Through Changes in 

Immigration Policy 
Agency Level Policy Reviews and Executive Orders 

Ongoing 

Policy Summary 
As the courts have nullified Trump’s ability to ban immigration from Muslim majority countries outright, the 

Trump Administration has used other methods, not currently under judicial review, to drastically lower Muslim 

immigration. The methods have included agency level policy reviews. An example of this is the State Department’s 

invoking of an emergency review of visa application vetting procedures from countries with “increased security 

risks”. This then allows the State Department to require applicants to submit years worth of personal information, 

making the process for obtaining a visa to the United States (which is already the longest and most 

comprehensive in the world) even more arduous. The Trump Administration’s methods also include executive 

action, such as the Executive Order issued on June 21st of this year that needlessly walks back on an Obama 

Administration’s commitment to limiting all visa application interviews to 3 weeks after the application is 

submitted. Additionally, in the name of “extreme vetting,” the Trump Administration issued an executive 

order asking for governmental agencies associated with immigration to review their policies in order to prevent 

“foreign terrorist entry”.   

Analysis 
The results of the Trump Administration’s efforts have unfortunately been successful, as nonimmigrant visas 

granted to those from 50 Muslim-majority countries were down 20% this April compared to April 2016. 

Additionally, visas granted to citizens of the six nations that encompassed the infamous second travel ban 

executive order, were down astaggering 55% last March compared to the preceding year. The effectiveness these 

steps will have on combating terrorism is highly suspect, as since 9/11  the vast majority of terrorist attacks 

committed in the United States have been perpetrated by American citizens. In fact, the risk of an attack will most 

likely be heightened through the demonization and alienation of the American Muslim community. Given these 

facts, it is clear that the true motive of these actions is not national security, but instead, the fulfillment of a 

discriminatory and unconstitutional pledge made on the campaign trail. 

Engagement Resources 
 Donate to Muslim Advocates – Muslim Advocates is a national legal advocacy and education organization 

dedicated to combating Muslim hate, empowering American Muslim communities and fighting 

discrimination against Muslims through legal action.   

 Find a Congressional Town Hall Meeting Near You – Search by town and state or zip code to find a 

congressional Town Hall scheduled near you.  Voice your concerns about the Travel Ban and other Trump 

Administration policies directly to your Representative or Senator. 

 Volunteer or donate to Amnesty International – Amnesty International is a new non-governmental 

organization focused on human rights. They have been on the tirelessly fighting the travel ban and 

advocating for refugees through both grassroots and legal action. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/05/04/2017-08975/notice-of-information-collection-under-omb-emergency-review-supplemental-questions-for-visa
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/01/29/us/refugee-vetting-process.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/01/29/us/refugee-vetting-process.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/06/21/presidential-executive-order-amending-executive-order-13597
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/06/executive-order-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/06/executive-order-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/05/25/trump-muslim-visas-238846
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/05/25/trump-muslim-visas-238846
https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2017/01/31/most-terrorists-in-the-u-s-since-911-have-been-american-citizens-or-legal-residents-infographic/#379a6f613d89
https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2017/01/31/most-terrorists-in-the-u-s-since-911-have-been-american-citizens-or-legal-residents-infographic/#379a6f613d89
https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2017/01/31/most-terrorists-in-the-u-s-since-911-have-been-american-citizens-or-legal-residents-infographic/#379a6f613d89
https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2017/01/31/most-terrorists-in-the-u-s-since-911-have-been-american-citizens-or-legal-residents-infographic/#379a6f613d89
https://www.muslimadvocates.org/donate/
https://townhallproject.com/
https://careers.amnesty.org/category/7/38/description/
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SCOTUS’ Ruling on Hawaii’s Travel Ban Appeal a Mixed Bag 
Supreme Court Order 

Issued on July 19, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In response to an appeal from the state of Hawaii (which I discuss in detail here), the Supreme Court issued an 

order in a pending case, which provided both good and bad news for opponents of Trump’s Travel Ban. In short 

the basis of both the appeal and the Supreme Court’s response to it, hinged on the definition of a “bona fide 

relationship”. The definition of a “bona fide relationship” is relevant, as when the Supreme Court decided to rule 

on the Travel Ban, it exempted those with a “bona fide relationship” with a U.S Citizen or National while it 

deliberates.The good news is that the court agreed with Hawaii’s interpretation that grandparents should be 

considered a “bona fide relationship”, and thus temporarily allowed into the county while the court deliberates. 

The bad news however, is that the court disagreed with Hawaii’s assertion that refugees who were being assisted 

by American nonprofits in their resettlement have a “bona fide relationship” with an American. This means 

that the over 24,000 refugees who are in the process of resettlement with an American nonprofit organization will 

not be able to find refuge from war and famine in the country. 

Analysis 
In the order, it is stated that Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Neil M. Gorsuch would have 

blocked Hawaii’s appeal entirely while the case proceeds- Including grandparents entering the country. These are 

the very same justices that voted to keep the entire Travel Ban in place while the court deliberates on the fate of 

the travel ban. On the flip side, this means that the two right leaning moderates of the Court: Justices Kennedy 

and Roberts sided with the court’s four member liberal bloc against the ban, to form a 6 member coalition in 

favor of allowing grandparents. This is no time for complacency, as all it would take for the Supreme Court to rule 

in favor of the ban is Kennedy and Roberts swinging their votes towards the conservative side. As such, It is now 

more important than ever to speak out against the Travel Ban and make your voice heard. 

Engagement Resources 
 Donate to Muslim Advocates – Muslim Advocates is a national legal advocacy and education organization 

dedicated to combating Muslim hate, empowering American Muslim communities and fighting 

discrimination against Muslims through legal action. 

 Find a Congressional Town Hall Meeting Near You – Search by town and state or zip code to find a 

congressional Town Hall scheduled near you.  Voice your concerns about the Travel Ban and other Trump 

Administration policies directly to your Representative or Senator. 

 Volunteer or donate to Amnesty International – Amnesty International is new non-governmental 

organization focused on human rights. They have been on the tirelessly fighting the travel ban and 

advocating for refugees through both grassroots and legal action. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/07/11/15-states-join-hawaiis-challenge-travel-ban-enforcement/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/071917zr_o7jp.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/071917zr_o7jp.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/19/us/politics/trump-travel-ban-supreme-court.html?_r=0
https://www.muslimadvocates.org/donate/
https://townhallproject.com/
https://careers.amnesty.org/category/7/38/description/
mailto:william@usresistnews.org
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Massachusetts Supreme Court Ruling Protects Sanctuary Cities 
Massachusetts Supreme Court Ruling 

Issued on July 24, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On July 24th the Massachusetts Supreme Court ruled that Massachusetts law enforcement agencies do not have 

the right to detain people solely under Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detainers. An ice detainer is 

One of the main methods that ice uses to detain undocumented immigrants. An ICE detainer is a written request 

that a local jail or other law enforcement agency detain an individual for an additional 48 hours. The American 

Civil Liberties Union has called ICE’s use of detainers unconstitutional because it allows for suspects to be 

detained without due process. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
This ruling puts the state of Massachusetts directly at odds with the Trump administration on the topic of 

sanctuary cities. A day after this ruling the Department of Justice issued new guidelines which would withhold 

Federal funding from cities which refused to allow it ICE access to its jails. I’ve discussed this action in a separate a 

full brief. The war on Sanctuary cities is unlikely to achieve increases Public Safety, in fact, the opposite is likely to 

happen as immigrant communities will be less likely to report criminals.  As such, it’s important to stay informed 

and speak out against the Trump administration needless war against Sanctuary Cities. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Take Action with United We Dream: United We Dream is the largest immigrant youth-led organization in 

the nation. They organize and advocate for the dignity and fair treatment of immigrant youth and 

families, regardless of immigration status. 

 Get involved with the American Civil Liberties Union: The ACLU is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 

whose stated mission is “to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties guaranteed to every 

person in this country by the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

 Find a Congressional Town Hall Meeting Near You: Search by town and state or zip code to find a 

congressional Town Hall scheduled near you.  Voice your concerns about the Travel Ban and other Trump 

Administration policies directly to your Representative or Senator. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org.  

http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/sjc/reporter-of-decisions/new-opinions/12276.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/issues/immigrants-rights/ice-and-border-patrol-abuses/immigration-detainers
https://www.aclu.org/issues/immigrants-rights/ice-and-border-patrol-abuses/immigration-detainers
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/24/us/immigration-detainer-ice-massachusetts.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2017/01/29/512002076/why-sanctuary-cities-are-safer
http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2017/01/29/512002076/why-sanctuary-cities-are-safer
https://unitedwedream.org/action/join-us/
https://www.aclu.org/how-you-can-help
https://townhallproject.com/
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The Trump Administration has Renewed its Attack on Sanctuary Cities 
Justice Department Statement 

Issued on July 25, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On July 25th the Justice Department released a statement which says that it will withhold federal funding from 

Sanctuary Cities. Specifically, the DOJ stated that the federal government will withhold funding for the popular 

Justice Assistance Grant Program(JAG). The JAG grant program provides money for local police forces to buy 

everything from bullet proof vests to body cameras. In 2016 the program totaled $260 million dollars.  Now in 

order for a city to be in compliance with the DOJ’s rules, it needs to both allow immigration authorities full access 

to its jails, and give them a 48-hour warning before releasing an undocumented citizen. Under the new rules, 

many major American cities are at risk of losing a substantial amount of funding for their police departments. For 

example, the New York Police Department could lose over $4 million dollars of federal funding. LEARN MORE   

Analysis 
Thankfully, it is very likely that these new rules will not be able to withstand legal challenges. To see why, one 

does not need to look any further than Trump’s previous attempt to withhold funding from Sanctuary Cities 

through an executive order in March.  A federal judge in California blocked that order on the grounds that funding 

is under the jurisdiction of the legislative branch and not the executive. If these new rules are implemented public 

safety will be endangered due to both the decrease in funding for local law enforcement and the underreporting 

of crime among immigrant communities. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Take Action with United We Dream: United We Dream is the largest immigrant youth-led organization in 

the nation. They organize and advocate for the dignity and fair treatment of immigrant youth and 

families, regardless of immigration status. 

 Get involved with the American Civil Liberties Union: The ACLU is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 

whose stated mission is “to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties guaranteed to every 

person in this country by the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

 Find a Congressional Town Hall Meeting Near You: Search by town and state or zip code to find a 

congressional Town Hall scheduled near you.  Voice your concerns about the Travel Ban and other Trump 

Administration policies directly to your Representative or Senator. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/984346/download
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/26/us/politics/sessions-sanctuary-cities.html?module=ArrowsNav&contentCollection=Politics&action=keypress&region=FixedLeft&pgtype=article
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/26/us/politics/sessions-sanctuary-cities.html?module=ArrowsNav&contentCollection=Politics&action=keypress&region=FixedLeft&pgtype=article
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-04-25/trump-s-sanctuary-cities-order-blocked-by-federal-judge
https://www.aclu.org/news/aclu-comment-new-justice-department-grant-conditions
https://www.aclu.org/news/aclu-comment-new-justice-department-grant-conditions
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/latinos-report-fewer-crimes-in-three-cities-amid-fears-of-deportation/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/latinos-report-fewer-crimes-in-three-cities-amid-fears-of-deportation/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/doj-cracking-down-on-sanctuary-city-funding/
https://unitedwedream.org/action/join-us/
https://www.aclu.org/how-you-can-help
https://townhallproject.com/
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Infrastructure Panel 
Panel Creation 

Created on June 25, 2017 

Policy Summary 
One of President Trump’s major campaign promises was a refurbished infrastructure plan to replace our aging 

infrastructure. As a result, Trump has convened a board to develop the new infrastructure plan. A group has filed 

a law suit against this council claiming that it was illegally convened as it goes against the Federal Advisory 

Committee Act. This act mandates that the public knows about the panel’s members and meetings. Trump’s panel 

has had no level of transparency as there were no public disclosures on when the meetings occur or who exactly is 

on the panel. 

Analysis 
The Infrastructure Panel has a minimal level of transparency in the status quo. As a result, the public is aware 

that Richard LeFrak, Steven Roth (both real estate developers), Joshua Harris (founder of Apollo Global 

Management), and William E. Ford (chief executive of General Atlantic) are on the board. Although, there is some 

disclosure on who the panel members are, there is little information about the substance of their meetings and 

their agenda. This is where the true problem lies, as the Trump team continues to be very general with their goals 

and meetings by claiming that a new “a great national infrastructure program” will be made. Any lack of 

disclosure is always an immediate attack on our democracy. Specifically, this lack of transparency shows that 

Trump’s team may be hiding something when it comes to the ins and outs of the infrastructure plan. 

Furthermore, a lack of information-sharing with the public leads to mistrust in the government, as many citizens 

get a sense that the government is trying to hide something from us. 

Engagement Resources 
 Town Hall Project– This project compiles the open-to-the-public events held by state and local 

representatives. This provides a great opportunity to tell them that this executive order will do more bad 

than good. You can also dial 1-844-6-RESIST to be redirected to the office of your local member of 

Congress. 

 US Senate – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed legislation. 

 US House of Representatives – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed 

legislation. 

 Sunlight Foundation – The Sunlight Foundation is a national, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that uses 

civic technology, open data, policy analysis and journalism to make our government and politics more 

accountable and transparent to all. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/lawsuit-infrastructure-trump.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/lawsuit-infrastructure-trump.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/lawsuit-infrastructure-trump.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/lawsuit-infrastructure-trump.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/lawsuit-infrastructure-trump.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/lawsuit-infrastructure-trump.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/lawsuit-infrastructure-trump.html?ref=todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/23/us/trump-infrastructure-program.html
https://townhallproject.com/
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
https://sunlightfoundation.com/policy/municipal_lobbying/
http://sunlightfoundation.com/policy/
http://sunlightfoundation.com/?s=investigations
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