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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Plan to Overturn 2015 Net Neutrality 

Rules 
Proposed Regulations 

Proposed on April 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On April 26, 2017, FCC Chairman Ajit Pai announced a vote scheduled for May 2017 to decide whether to overturn 

FCC rules adopted on February 26, 2015, more commonly known as Net Neutrality regulations. The regulations 

established that broadband providers may not use their networks to [1] block access to legal content, applications 

or services, [2] impair or degrade lawful Internet traffic on the basis of content, applications or services (known as 

“throttling”) and [3] favor some lawful Internet traffic over others based on amounts of monies paid (known as 

“paid prioritization”). The regulations were originally implemented in order to ensure an Open Internet. LEARN 

MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Chairman Pai’s scheduling of the vote has created a ferocious uproar. The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), a 

nonprofit organization, released a statement criticizing the proposal, stating that there would be no option to 

prevent providers from “abusive blocking, privacy violations, throttling of Internet content and [the rise] of pay – 

to – play fast lanes.” Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) also chimed in, warning that without the current rules 

the Internet would become a place favoring those with the deepest pockets, and not necessarily the best ideas. 

Chairman Pai’s proposal is a troubling move because it gives the service providers the potential to have ultimate 

control over, and maybe even censor, content and websites that consumers want to view online in favor of 

content that service providers prefer. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Solicitation of Comments On Policy – FCC website to submit 

comments on Chairman Pai’s proposal to overturn 2015 Net Neutrality regulations. 

 Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) – foundation focused on defending your rights in the digital world. 

 Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC) – research center dedicated to online privacy and civil liberty 

issues. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact Rod@USResistnews.org. 

  

https://www.fcc.gov/general/open-internet
https://www.fcc.gov/general/open-internet
https://www.fcc.gov/document/chairman-pai-speech-future-internet-regulation
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2017/04/26/tech-entrepreneurs-oppose-fcc-chairmans-plan-to-ditch-net-neutrality/
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/26/fcc-chairman-to-propose-reversing-net-neutrality-rules.html
https://www.fcc.gov/restoring-internet-freedom-comments-wc-docket-no-17-108
https://www.eff.org/
https://epic.org/
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Legal Framework For National Security Agency (NSA) Surveillance & Data 

Collection on American Citizens 
NSA Policy 

Announced April 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On April 28, 2017, the National Security Agency (NSA) announced that they would “stop certain foreign 

intelligence collection under Section 702” of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. This law provided the legal 

basis for the NSA to collect phone or Internet communications that [1] were sent directly to or from a foreign 

target or [2] were communications that were “about” a foreign person or target. The NSA will now cease its 

collection efforts of phone and Internet communications that were “about” foreign persons or targets mentioned 

in communications (e-mails, texts, etc.) between American citizens. However, Executive Order 12333, under 

Conduct of Intelligence Activities, was signed over thirty years ago by President Ronald Reagan and remains in 

effect. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The announcement by the National Security Agency (NSA) that it would stop “about” collections under Section 

702 is a red herring. Even though the NSA announced that Section 702 would no longer be the legal justification to 

collect communications of American citizens in violation of their privacy it does not change the fact that the NSA 

could still collect the same communications under the justification of another legal authority. 

In 2014, John Napier Tye, a former Section Chief for Internet Freedom in the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of 

Democracy, Human Rights and Labor stated that Executive Order (EO) 12333 permits bulk data collection of 

American citizens communications provided the collection occurs outside the U.S. As an example, Google and 

Yahoo keep many Internet communications in servers in countries outside of the U.S. Now, the NSA can instead 

rely on EO 12333 to collect Internet communications from these servers instead of Section 702 as long as the 

servers are outside the U.S. EO 12333 does not have warrant or court approval requirements as Section 702 did. 

Surveillance and data collection efforts may have ceased pursuant to Section 702 but the same Internet 

communications can still be collected, albeit under a different name and without the Section 702 privacy 

protections for American citizens, only because they were housed on a server overseas. LEARN MORE, LEARN 

MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – non – profit organization providing info on NSA surveillance. 

 Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) – foundation focused on defending your rights in the digital world. 

 Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC) – research center dedicated to online privacy and civil liberty 

issues. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/50/chapter-36
https://www.nsa.gov/news-features/press-room/press-releases/2017/nsa-stops-certain-702-activites.shtml
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12333.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/meet-executive-order-12333-the-reagan-rule-that-lets-the-nsa-spy-on-americans/2014/07/18/93d2ac22-0b93-11e4-b8e5-d0de80767fc2_story.html?utm_term=.b87c2a2b5162
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/legal-loopholes-could-let-nsa-surveillance-circumvent-fourth-amendment-researchers-say/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/legal-loopholes-could-let-nsa-surveillance-circumvent-fourth-amendment-researchers-say/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/apr/28/nsa-stops-surveillance-us-residents-foreign-targets
https://www.aclu.org/issues/national-security/privacy-and-surveillance/nsa-surveillance
https://www.eff.org/
https://epic.org/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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Campaign Finance Issue Hiding Behind President Trump’s Executive Order On 

Religious Liberty and Free Speech 
Executive Order 

Issued on May 4, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On May 4, 2017, President Donald Trump signed an executive order titled “Promoting Free Speech and Religious 

Liberty.” Section 2 of the order ensures that the “Department of the Treasury [will] not take any adverse action 

against any individual, house of worship or other religious organization on the basis that such individual or 

organization speaks or has spoken about…political issues from a religious perspective.” An adverse action, as 

defined in the order is an [1] imposition of tax or penalty, or [2] the delay or denial of tax – exempt status. 

Churches and religious organizations in the United States are tax – exempt under 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code with certain restrictions against political activities. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The executive order signed by President Trump will have serious repercussions for campaign finance, not religious 

liberty or free speech. The danger with President’s Trump order to relax IRS actions against those religious 

organizations who endorse or advocate for a particular candidate is that corporations and unions may now 

contribute monies to churches in the hopes that the church will endorse the candidate the corporations or unions 

prefer. Corporations and unions were prohibited from contributing to candidates prior to 2010. After 2010, they 

needed to create a Super PAC (Political Action Committee), which currently have no limits on the amount of 

contributions it can accept. 

With this order, corporations and unions now have a vehicle to make unlimited campaign contributions 

(Individuals are restricted to $5,400 a year per candidate). With the threat of losing their tax – exempt status no 

longer looming, churches can spend hundreds of millions of dollars in U.S. elections and become much more 

influential in selecting candidates and influencing policy initiatives favorable to the church and their corporate 

donors. This will diminish the voice of the ordinary American citizen because a single person cannot match the 

amounts that corporations and unions can contribute. Only those with the most money would seem to have a 

voice in American politics. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – info page on campaign finance issues. 

 National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) – info page on campaign finance at the state and federal 

level. 

 Public Citizen – nonprofit advocating against money influencing elections among other democracy issues. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/04/presidential-executive-order-promoting-free-speech-and-religious-liberty
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/exemption-requirements-section-501-c-3-organizations
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/churches-religious-organizations
http://washingtonmonthly.com/2017/05/04/an-executive-order-about-campaign-finance-not-religious-freedom/
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-super-pac-3367928
https://www.aclu.org/issues/free-speech/campaign-finance-reform
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/campaign-finance.aspx
https://www.citizen.org/our-work/government-reform/money-politics/corporate-money-elections
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org


7 

 

Religious Exemption to Be Used To Discriminate In Texas Adoption Cases 
Proposed Texas State Law 

Proposed on May 10, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On May 10, 2017, the House of Representatives of the Texas State Legislature approved House Bill 3859, popularly 

known as “The Freedom To Serve Children Act.” The bill provides a defense for state-funded faith-based private 

adoption agencies that will insulate them from potential lawsuits for their decision to deny a couple from 

adopting a child. Every faith-based private adoption agency in Texas are Christian organizations and their mission 

is to place foster children with adoptive families. With this law, faith-based adoption agencies can prevent 

children from being placed with deserving couples and base their decision on their own personal religious 

beliefs. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The proposed law in Texas is a deeply flawed bill. The bill will permit these faith-based agencies to refuse service 

to otherwise deserving couples for nothing more than a difference in religious views. Reggie Greer, Director of 

Constituent Engagement at the Victory Institute, has called this proposed law a “license to discriminate” while 

viewing the law as a way to prioritize one set of religious beliefs (Christian) over all others. The nonprofit Family 

Equality Council has also called the proposed bill an impermissible effort to circumvent non-discrimination laws. It 

can be used to deny adoption to minority or community groups that Christian groups do not want to support, 

such as qualified gay and lesbian couples who wish to adopt a child. 

Favoring or disfavoring one qualified group over other qualified groups is still discrimination and this law is instead 

making it harder for children to be placed in stable and supportive homes. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN 

MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Center For American Progress – info sheet examining LGBT Discrimination in child welfare systems. 

 Family Equality Council – nonprofit organization advocating LGBT family issues. 

 Children’s Defense Fund – nonprofit organization on children’s issues. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=85R&Bill=HB3859
http://www.timesrecordnews.com/story/opinion/2017/05/16/hb-3859-license-discriminate-bill/101610374/
https://fec.amm.clockwork.net/_asset/502mt1/Texas-Child-Welfare-Religious-Exemptions---Talking-Points.pdf
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-texas-adoption-non-christian-parents-20170509-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-texas-adoption-non-christian-parents-20170509-story.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/religion/news/2015/06/03/114387/strengthening-child-welfare-systems-by-resisting-lgbt-discrimination/
http://www.familyequality.org/
http://www.childrensdefense.org/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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Study of the Federal role within the Education System 
Executive Order 

Issued on April 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In accordance with a new executive order, Betsy DeVos will be conducting a study into whether or not the federal 

government has “overstepped”  its oversight of K-12 schools. The order was framed by Donald Trump as a part of 

a broader move to bring power over the education system back to the states and local communities. DeVos has 

300 days to conduct the review into the lawfulness of guidance and regulations surrounding the school system. 

The order does not give DeVos any more authority than she previously possessed. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
As the Obama era Department of Ed. allocated a large amount of resources towards civil rights in schools, the 

push for a lesser federal role in education presented within this executive order leaves many fearing that 

protections for vulnerable students will unravel. Calling Trump’s order “dangerous and wrongheaded,” Wade 

Henderson, president and chief executive of the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, stated that 

schooling without federal oversight has never worked for all children and will not work now. A number of people 

also find the order to be silly and pointless; a purely symbolic gesture for Trump to appear to have made 

accomplished things to finish out his first 100 days. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Nation Education Association- The NEA with its 3 million members from every level of education, is 

committed to advancing the cause of public education. The NEA seeks to fulfill the promise of public 

education that prepares every student to succeed in a diverse and interdependent world 

 The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights – This is a coalition with a diverse membership of 

more than 200 national organizations aimed at promoting and protecting the civil and human rights of all 

persons in the United States. 

 ACLU – Learn more about the civil rights of students with the American Civil Liberties Union. The ACLU 

offers an online guide detailing the ins and outs of the educational equality rights of children in our 

nation’s schools. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact, cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/04/26/presidential-executive-order-enforcing-statutory-prohibitions-federal
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/trump-expected-to-order-study-of-federal-role-in-education/2017/04/26/577dddbc-2a19-11e7-a616-d7c8a68c1a66_story.html?utm_term=.c3296dd3378f
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/26/us/politics/trump-education-policy-review.html?_r=0
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-education-department-executive-order_us_5900e506e4b0af6d718aecfa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/trump-expected-to-order-study-of-federal-role-in-education/2017/04/26/577dddbc-2a19-11e7-a616-d7c8a68c1a66_story.html?utm_term=.c3296dd3378f
http://www.nea.org/
http://www.civilrights.org/about/
https://www.aclu.org/other/your-right-equality-education
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Relaxation of School Lunch Nutrition Regulations 
Department of Agriculture Announcement 

Announced on May 1, 2017 

Policy Summary 
As a result of what was said to be years of feedback from students, schools and food service experts, U.S. 

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue has announced a greater flexibility in the current nutrition requirements 

for schools set by the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010; restoring local control of food guidelines for sodium, 

whole grains and milk. Citing that students are not eating new options, as well as the financial burden of the new 

regulations, the department proclaimed that they would “make school lunch great again.” States will now be able 

to grant exemptions regarding whole grain standards and sodium reductions will be postponed for at least three 

years. Milk requirements will also change to allow for 1 percent flavored milk as opposed to only skim. LEARN 

MORE 

Analysis 
Since 1970, the percentage of obese U.S children has more than tripled. These food guidelines, an important piece 

of former first lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move! campaign, were aimed at cutting down on the number of 

children suffering from obesity, which the CDC says causes long-term physical and emotional distress. The 

relaxation of these guidelines has nutrition advocates criticizing the Dept. of Agriculture for not thinking about the 

long-term effects. Explaining that more sugar and sodium will put children at greater risk for heart disease and 

stroke, the American Heart Association has denounced the decision. “We strongly urge the agency and Congress 

not to give politics priority over the health of our children,” said Nancy Brown, chief executive of the AHA. LEARN 

MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 The American Heart Association – Support the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary organization 

dedicated to fighting heart disease and stroke. 

 Contact your state legislators – Call your representatives and let them know how much you value the 

guidelines! 

 Alliance for a Healthier Generation – The Alliance works to combat childhood obesity by working with 

schools, companies, community organizations, healthcare professionals, and families to transform the 

conditions and systems that lead to healthier kids. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2017/05/01/ag-secretary-perdue-moves-make-school-meals-great-again
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2017/05/01/ag-secretary-perdue-moves-make-school-meals-great-again
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-school-lunches-20170501-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-school-lunches-20170501-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/01/us/politics/nutrition-rules-school-lunches-michelle-obama.html?ref=politics&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/01/us/politics/nutrition-rules-school-lunches-michelle-obama.html?ref=politics&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/01/us/politics/nutrition-rules-school-lunches-michelle-obama.html?ref=politics&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/01/us/politics/nutrition-rules-school-lunches-michelle-obama.html?ref=politics&_r=0
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Advocate/Advocate_UCM_001133_SubHomePage.jsp
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
https://www.healthiergeneration.org/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Student Loan Interest Rises 
Planned Interest Rate Increase 

Scheduled for July 1, 2017 

Policy Summary 
New Student loan borrowers will see a jump in their interest rates beginning in July. Interest rates on new 

government loans are set to rise by 0.69 percentage point (from 3.76 percent to 4.45 percent) nearly a 20 percent 

increase for undergraduate borrowers. Some graduate loan rates will also rise from 5.31 percent to 6 percent and 

loans for parents and guardians are also expected to see a jump from 6.31 percent to 7 percent. This increase has 

its roots in a 2013 provision to change how the federal government sets interest rates on student loans, moving 

away from a system in which Congress defined rates years in advance, to one in which rates would be tied to the 

the government’s cost of borrowing over 10 years. The goal was to create an environment in which students 

would benefit from low interest rates when the economy wasn’t growing very much. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
About 42 million Americans collectively owe roughlyn$1.3 trillion on their student loans, as it is. This increase 

terrifying to many because following years of tuition hikes, this is just another step towards making college 

education a lifelong financial burden. “It makes it even scarier,” said ASU graduate student Guadalupe Vela. “I’m 

not sure I’m going to be able to afford the interest on my unsubsidized loan.” Still, some financial experts say that 

although the increase isn’t ideal, federal loans are still better than the private alternative. “Since their interest 

rates are fixed, they won’t go up in the future, and they also come with crucial protections like income-driven 

repayment and forgiveness for public-sector workers,” said Brianna McGurran of the personal finance website 

NerdWallet. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Student Debt Crisis – A nonprofit organization, Student Debt Crisis is dedicated to reforming student debt 

and higher education loan policies. 

 Contact your state legislators – Call your representatives and let them know that college affordability is 

important to you! 

 Student Loan Borrower Assistance Project – A project of the National Consumer Law Center, the SLBAP is 

a resource for borrowers, their families, and advocates representing student loan borrowers. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-05-10/student-loans-just-got-more-expensive
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/3-charts-student-debt-crisis_us_56b0e9d0e4b0a1b96203d369
http://www.12news.com/news/student-loan-interest-rates-increasing/441605255
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2017/05/11/say-goodbye-to-low-interest-rates-on-federal-student-loans-at-least-for-now/?utm_term=.98f73b6dc2e8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2017/05/11/say-goodbye-to-low-interest-rates-on-federal-student-loans-at-least-for-now/?utm_term=.98f73b6dc2e8
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/3-charts-student-debt-crisis_us_56b0e9d0e4b0a1b96203d369
http://studentdebtcrisis.org/about/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
http://www.studentloanborrowerassistance.org/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Medicaid in Florida 
Deal Between the Trump Administration and the State of Florida 

In Progress 

Policy Summary 
President Donald Trump’s Administration is negotiating an agreement with the State of Florida to reinstate 

federal funding for the low-income pool to $1.5 billion annually. This pool helps reimburse hospitals for the costs 

accumulated by low-income, uninsured patients. The funds go to covering the hospital costs of emergency room 

visits for uninsured people, providing medical charity care, hospitals absorbing bad debt, and hospitals making up 

any additional differences between the costs incurred and the payments made. It is a temporary strategy and 

does not provide healthcare coverage. During the Obama administration, the pool was reduced to 

about $608 million. The Obama administration withheld these federal funds to encourage states to expand 

Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. If the deal goes through and Florida receives federal funding for low-

income pools, it is expected to cut state Medicaid spending by roughly $650 million. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Despite the 75% of Americans that think the President and his administration should do what they can to make 

the ACA work, this deal with Florida sabotages the ACA’s key tool in encouraging states to expand Medicaid. The 

agreement would essentially subsidize Florida for not expanding Medicaid and encourage other states to do the 

same or roll back expansion. Other states such as Kansas, Tennessee, and Texas could be a future target for this 

type of deal as they have also resisted Medicaid expansion and have low-income pools. The Obama 

administration defunded the low-income pools to encourage people to get insured under the ACA. Now, 

uninsured people have federal funding for their care through these low-income pools and have less incentive to 

get insurance. After his own failed healthcare act, Trump said the best thing to do is “let Obamacare explode.” 

Deals like the one in Florida undermine the ACA and facilitate a healthcare failure. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Contact Your State Officials – Voice your opinion on the matter to the people who make these important 

decisions! Learn more about what some GOP Governors are doing to keep Medicaid expansion and get in 

touch with them. 

 Kaiser Family Foundation Tracking Poll – Learn more about the future direction of the ACA, Medicaid, and 

healthcare in America and see how Americans feel about these changes. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.newstalkflorida.com/featured/florida-to-get-1-5-billion-in-federal-money-for-low-income-pool/
http://familiesusa.org/product/explainer-medicaid-uncompensated-care-pools
https://thinkprogress.org/medicaid-expansion-florida-be3b99aeb56d
http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-politics/florida-medicaid-cuts-will-hit-650-million-senate-chair-says/2321866
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/healthcare/reports/2015/05/14/113047/myth-busting-medicaid-and-low-income-pool-facts/
http://kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-april-2017-the-fall-of-the-ahca-and-next-steps-for-the-aca/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/30/us/politics/medicaid-expansion-trump-obama-florida.html
https://thinkprogress.org/medicaid-expansion-florida-be3b99aeb56d
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/30/us/politics/medicaid-expansion-trump-obama-florida.html
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-03-02/gop-governors-forming-plan-to-keep-obama-s-medicaid-expansion
http://kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-future-directions-for-the-aca-and-medicaid/
mailto:Ann@usresistnews.org
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Medicaid in the Revised AHCA 
Proposed Legislation 

Passed House on May 4, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Despite Donald Trump’s promise in his candidacy announcement speech to not cut Medicaid, the health care bill 

that passed the House on Thursday includes massive cuts to Medicaid. Although the bill went through the House 

before a CBO report was produced to assess the amendments, the report released in March estimated Trump’s 

original plan would cut Medicaid spending by $880 billion over 10 years. The new bill rolls back Medicaid 

expansion starting in 2019 by cutting federal funding to states. It will also convert Medicaid from an entitlement 

program, in which the government pays for those who qualify, into a grant program, in which the government 

gives states either a set amount of money per enrollee or a fixed block grant. These changes will likely leave 14 

million fewer people covered by Medicaid after 10 years. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Although the repeal and replace bill still has a ways to go before becoming law, passing the House is a key step 

that could be devastating for millions of Americans. Health care coverage would depend on where you live under 

the new bill, as funding would be granted to the states. Because so many people will lose their coverage, $38 

billion of federal funds will be added to high-risk pools and maternity and childbirth care. The Bill was pushed 

through before a CBO report was released so it is unclear how block grants would affect the budget and number 

of people covered. However, the original CBO report estimated 24 million fewer Americans would have health 

insurance after 10 years. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Contact Your Senator – the bill has to pass the senate before becoming law so contact your senator and 

tell them the changes you want to see. 

 What you can do right now if you Oppose Trumpcare – Learn more about Trumpcare and ways to oppose 

it. 

 Sign a Petition in support of the Affordable Care Act. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 
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mailto:Ann@usresistnews.org
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Medicaid and Planned Parenthood in Texas 
Federal Funding Application 

Draft Released on May 12, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In 2011, Texas stopped receiving federal funding because it refused to comply with the federal law requiring 

states to fund any willing provider. The main reason for this refusal was Planned Parenthood’s involvement in the 

Medicaid waiver program. Texas instead opted to forgo about $30 million a year in federal funding and in 2013 

created its own healthcare for women known as Healthy Texas Women. Now that Trump is President, Texas is 

looking to restore federal funding for family planning while continuing to exclude Planned Parenthood and any 

other providers that support abortions. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
If the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) approves Texas’s Medicaid waiver, other conservative 

states will likely adopt similar strategies to defund pro-abortion providers or undermine Medicaid under 

Obamacare. For 17 million women, Planned Parenthood is a primary source of essential healthcare as well as 

reproductive and general health education. If the grant were approved, providers like Planned Parenthood would 

not be able to see Medicaid patients and those women would have fewer choices for healthcare providers. The 

Healthy Texas Women program also requires that teenagers have parental approval before accessing any type of 

family planning services, a provision that could increase unplanned teen pregnancies and STDs. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Planned Parenthood – Learn about Planned Parenthood’s services and donate or get involved to keep 

women in control of their bodies 

 Learn more about Healthy Texas Women and how it has affected women’s reproductive healthcare in 

Texas. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 
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The Budget: Medicaid and Food Stamps 
Budget Proposal 

Released May 23, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Trump’s budget proposal that was released on Tuesday, May 23 follows through with the AHCA bill’s $800 

billion in cut to Medicaid over the next decade. As anticipated from the budget draft, this reduction would lead 

to 23 million fewer Americans insured. Along with work requirements for Medicaid eligibility, the administration is 

also encouraging states to impose stricter work requirements for other anti-poverty programs such as food 

stamps, or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and housing assistance. In Georgia, state work 

requirements for food stamps reduced the number of recipients by more than half. Federal funding for SNAP 

would decrease by about $190 million over the next ten years according to the new budget. Republicans tend to 

support this reduction as it saves federal money and encourages people to get to work while Democrats tend to 

reject it, saying the federal government is leaving the most vulnerable citizens with no safety net for their basic 

needs. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
This proposal is still in its preliminary stages and has a long way to go before anything actually changes. Although 

lawmakers are likely to alter or dismiss much of it, the proposal provides insight into the priorities of the 

administration. Those priorities seem to include slashing programs that help the poor such as Medicaid and Food 

Stamps while giving tax cuts to wealthy Americans. Budget director Mick Mulvaney claims that many of the 

changes to anti-poverty programs are to encourage recipients to get jobs. However, SNAP already requires able-

bodied, childless adults to find jobs within three months and to work at least 20 hours a week. About 44% of the 

42 million people who receive SNAP benefits already have at least one family member working. The problem may 

not be that recipients are not working, but rather that they are not earning enough at their jobs. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Sign a petition to Congress to oppose cuts to SNAP 

 Engage with your Congress Member – A partner with Families USA, this site allows you to learn more 

about Trumpcare and provides a guide on how to contact your Congress member. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 
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Presidential Executive Order on the Review of Designations Under the 

Antiquities Act 
Executive Order 

Issued on April 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On April 26th, President Trump issued an Executive Order targeting the Antiquities Act of 1906, which gives the 

president the power to designate national monuments on federal lands. The EO directs the Secretary of the 

Interior to review all presidential designations since 1996 which cover more than 100,000 acres or are determined 

to have been made without adequate public outreach. On May 5th, the Department of the Interior released a list 

of 27 monuments under initial review and will begin formally accepting public comments on May 12 (submit 

comments here). Trump cites “egregious abuse of federal power” and impediments to economic prosperity and 

energy independence as the major drivers of the order (which congressional republicans lobbied him to 

release). LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Trump’s revocation of monuments would be the first of its kind, and sparks controversy over whether or not the 

president is legally entitled to reverse designations of previous presidents. While proponents of the changes argue 

that the power is consistent with the purpose of, and is implicit within, the Antiquities Act, many scholars argue 

that contemporaneous history, precedential court cases, related federal laws, and the purpose of the 

legislation give the president the power to quickly designate monuments, but reserve the power to revoke them 

for Congress (this precautionary measure allows the government to protect objects of historic/scientific 

significance while Congress reviews the monument).  

In addition to facing legal controversy, Trump’s EO has received rebuke from organizations which value the 

important archaeological and cultural resources that national monuments protect. The controversial Bears Ears 

National Monument, which spurred Republicans to push for this EO, contains “tens of thousands of archaeological 

sites, including ancient cliff dwellings” and garnered significant support through collaboration between area 

residents and native tribes. Opponents also note the critical ecological protections woven into national 

monuments that are essential to maintain wilderness areas and to meet the objectives of the Endangered Species 

Act. Other organizations, such as the Outdoor Industry Association, offered economic rebuttals, pointing out the 

significant outdoor recreational economy, which generates over $887 billion in consumer spending and creates 

7.6 million jobs annually. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Formally Submit Public Comments to the Department of the Interior 

 National Parks Conservation Association – the only independent, nonpartisan membership organization 

devoted exclusively to advocacy on behalf of the National Parks System 

 World Wildlife Fund – the world’s largest conservation organization, aims to protect and preserve the 

environment 

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-releases-list-monuments-under-review-announces-first-ever-formal
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-releases-list-monuments-under-review-announces-first-ever-formal
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=DOI-2017-0002
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-interior-monuments-idUSKBN17S1MH
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/04/26/presidential-executive-order-review-designations-under-antiquities-act
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http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/40504-trump-s-plan-to-dismantle-national-monuments-comes-with-steep-cultural-and-ecological-costs
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https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=DOI-2017-0002
https://www.npca.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/about
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Implementing an America-First Offshore Energy Strategy 
Executive Order 

Issued April 28, 2017 

Policy Summary 
This Executive Order issued by President Trump instructs his cabinet officials to open millions of acres of federally 

administered waters for energy development. The move will begin to reverse President Obama’s attempts to 

keep the U.S. waters from lease sales to fossil fuel companies and overturns overturned Obama-era 

regulations barring companies from drilling in the Arctic. “Past administrations have been overly restrictive of 

offshore energy exploration and have taken off the table hundreds of millions of offshore acres for development. 

As a result, 94 percent of the Outer Continental Shelf is off-limits to responsible energy development,” the 

administration said in a statement. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
While Trump’s EO will open major swaths of land for oil and gas drilling, lengthy legal processes and low global 

energy prices make investment unlikely in the short term. The inevitable threat of drilling, however, worries 

environmental groups; Earth Justice President Trip Van Noppen argues that “Trump’s short-sighted order reverses 

climate progress and imperils coastal communities, irreplaceable wildlife and our shared future.” Jamie Williams, 

president of the Wilderness Society, explains that “the chance of a tragic spill in those remote, icy waters is simply 

too high, and the impacts to marine life and the pristine coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge could 

be devastating.” LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Natural Resources Defense Council – a nonprofit international environmental advocacy group committed 

to fighting Trump’s “environmental assault” and using “every tool in the kit to stop this dangerous tar 

sands oil pipeline project.” 

 Greenpeace – an international environmental NGO that uses direct action, lobbying, research, and 

ecotage to raise public awareness and to influence the public and private sectors. 

 Sierra Club – the nation’s largest environmental preservation organization; recent focuses include green 

energy, mitigating global warming, and opposing coal. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org.  
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Disapproval of Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, and Resource 

Conservation 
Failed Legislation 

Passed in the House on February 3, 2017 

Defeated in the Senate on May 10, 2017 

Update: May 10, 2017 
May 10th produced a surprising win for environmental groups when the Republican bid to reverse the Obama-era 

environmental regulation died in the Senate. Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) unexpectedly joined fellow 

Republicans Susan Collins (Maine) and Lindsey Graham (S.C.) to kill the legislation in a 49-51 vote. GOP/Trump 

administration officials have said they will now shift their focus to rewriting the rule in the Interior 

Department and using Trump’s energy plan to target the regulation (Trump’s energy plan/EO and its impending 

effect on the methane flaring regulation are detailed here). 

Summary 
A bill disapproving of (and effectively nullifying) the Bureau of Land Management’s Waste Prevention, Production 

Subject to Royalties, and Resource Conservation rule recently passed in the House and was introduced in the 

Senate. The rule went into effect in the closing days of the Obama administration. It enacted regulations to 

reduce methane emissions and wasted gas, and it replaced provisions that are over thirty years old. Republican 

lawmakers in favor of the disapproval argue that new regulations put expensive burdens on the energy industry 

harming business. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The waste prevention regulations nullified by the GOP bill are projected to reduce wasteful venting, flaring, and 

leaking of natural gas into the atmosphere from oil and gas operations on public and indigenous lands. The 

Department of the Interior points out that new technology enables businesses to reduce waste and capture oil 

and gas for economic revenue. The department’s fact sheet estimates that federal taxpayers miss out on $23 

million annually in royalty payments from waste, and that wasted gas is enough to supply over 6 million 

households per year. The Obama Era rule also protects the environment, cutting emissions of methane (a harmful 

greenhouse gas 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide) by 35%. Additionally, environmental and public health 

organizations have noted that the rule will “reduce risk of asthma attacks, cancers, heart and other lung 

problems, neurological disorders, and birth defects related to emissions from oil and gas operations.” 

Engagement Resources 
 Natural Resources Defense Council – An international nonprofit environmental advocacy group 

committed to fighting Trump’s “environmental assault” and providing individuals with avenues for taking 

action. 

 Clean Air Task Force – A nonprofit organization dedicated to reducing atmospheric pollution through 

research, advocacy, and private sector collaboration. 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/senate-blocks-move-repeal-obama-era-rule-methane-emissions-drilling/
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 The Wilderness Society – A nonprofit land conservation organization that is dedicated to protecting 

natural areas and federal public lands in the United States. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 
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Tariff on Canadian Lumber 
Proposed Tariff 

Proposed on April 25, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Donald Trump announced on April 25th a new set of tariffs on Canadian lumber policies. Citing an unfair 

deal, President Trump has launched a new set of duties ranging from 3% to 24% on five Canadian lumber 

companies. Currently, most Canadian lumber firms pay a tariff of 20% on exports to the United States. This 

dispute over Canadian lumber is many decades old, and President Trump will not be the first to issue new tariffs. 

While this decision will not be finalized by the Commerce Department until September, they are effective 

immediately and 90 days retroactively. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Once again, President Trump did not consider all possible externalities with this new tariff. This duty would hurt 

American homebuilders and would raise the price for new homeowners across the country. Because the Canadian 

government owns many of the forests in Canada, they are able to offer better subsidies. Instead of negotiating, 

President Trump would rather start a trade war with our close ally and economic partner. This is dangerous for 

the United States politically, and a calmer and wiser approach may help the average American citizen more in the 

long run. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 National Association of Homebuilders - An association to keep a strong housing market and keep housing 

prices low. 

 Atlas Free Trade - A network of research and collaboration between concerned international advocates 

who wish to remove trade barriers. 

 World Trade Organization - A supranational institution that works to increase free trade and lower tariffs 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 
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American Health Care Act 
Proposed Legislation 

Passed in the House on May 4, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The American Health Care Act (AHCA) passed in the House of Representatives on May 4, 2017. The Republican-

sponsored bill aims to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Under the AHCA, Medicaid 

expansion would be rolled back, and its status as an entitlement program would end. Instead the House Bill calls 

for Medicaid providing states with block grants or an allotment for enrollees. The taxes imposed on the wealthy, 

insurance companies, pharmaceutical companies, and manufacturers of medical devices that were included in the 

ACA to help subsidize health care costs for low-income people would be removed under this new health care bill. 

This could result in billions of dollars in tax cuts for the rich, without any additional assistance for the poor. 

Other changes include basing tax credits to help pay for insurance on age, instead of income. Additionally, the bill 

removes the individual mandate and offers fewer protections for the elderly and those with preexisting 

conditions. The bill will also allow states to apply for waivers to opt out of certain ACA provisions, such as essential 

health benefits. Under the AHCA, Planned Parenthood will no longer be eligible for federal reimbursements. The 

Congressional Budget Office did not have time to evaluate the latest version of the bill, but its 

previous assessment estimated 24 million people would lose their insurance coverage if the AHCA became 

law. LEARN MORE HERE and HERE 

Analysis 
Several organizations have spoken out against the healthcare bill. AARP warns that the elderly will be significantly 

impacted under AHCA by receiving less financial assistance from tax credits and increasing how much they will 

spend on healthcare. AARP estimates the elderly could be spending up to five times more on health care than 

young adults. Research done by Avalere Health found that the measures in the AHCA designed to help states 

cover those with preexisting conditions will not be enough to cover even a third of those on the individual market 

with preexisting conditions. The American Medical Association criticized the House for passing a bill that will make 

insurance unaffordable for millions. 

There is a lot of speculation that the bill will not pass in the Senate. Sen. Lindsey Graham appeared suspicious the 

bill passed with little scrutiny and several senators asserted that the Senate Republicans would not pass the 

House bill and would be crafting a Senate bill, instead. With only a 52 Senator majority, the bill would only require 

50 votes to pass, assuming Vice President Pence would break the tie. 

Engagement Resources 
 Contact your Senator – the AHCA bill now moves to the Senate for a vote, call your Senator and tell them 

to vote no. TIPS 

 Stand With Planned Parenthood – check out and get involved with the number of ways to support 

Planned Parenthood as they fight to keep offering accessible and affordable health services. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-factbox-idUSKBN1802QB?il=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-factbox-idUSKBN1802QB?il=0
http://time.com/money/4766063/ahca-new-republican-health-care-bill/
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/05/09/medicaid-revised-ahca/
http://www.npr.org/2017/05/04/526923181/gop-health-care-bill-would-cut-about-765-billion-in-taxes-over-10-years
https://www.vox.com/2017/5/4/15544774/ahca-tax-cut
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/congressional-health-care-bill-defunds-planned-parenthood/2017/05/04/afdc3b5a-30f1-11e7-8674-437ddb6e813e_story.html?utm_term=.a9b60f1427ca
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/52486
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/05/04/526887531/heres-whats-in-the-house-approved-health-care-bill
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20170504/NEWS/170509949
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/04/us/politics/major-provisions-republican-health-care-bill.html?_r=0
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2017/h256
https://cooper.house.gov/groups-opposing-republican-health-plan
http://www.aarp.org/politics-society/advocacy/info-2017/effects-of-repealing-health-care-bill-fd.html
http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/politics/advocacy/2017/05/house-letter-on-ahca-upton-may-03-2017-aarp.pdf
http://avalere.com/expertise/managed-care/insights/proposed-high-risk-pool-funding-likely-insufficient-to-cover-insurance-need
http://time.com/money/4763609/pre-existing-conditions-ahca/
https://www.ama-assn.org/ama-statement-house-passage-american-health-care-act
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/04/us/politics/senate-health-care-bill.html?_r=0
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/senate-wont-vote-on-house-passed-healthcare-bill/article/2622152
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/05/04/house-health-care-bill-senate-doa-238000
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/05/04/after-house-passage-senate-likely-start-over-health-care-bill/101287516/
https://www.senate.gov/general/contacting.htm
http://civilrights.org/action_center/resources/calling-congress.html
https://www.istandwithpp.org/take-action?_ga=2.178260321.432853622.1493995034-1592513629.1493994860
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This brief was compiled by Elizabeth Kiefer. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact elizabeth@usresistnews.org. 
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Memorandum for Federal Prosecutors Regarding Department Charging and 

Sentencing Policy 
State Department Memorandum 

Released May 12, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions put out a recent memorandum requiring federal prosecutors to “charge and 

pursue the most serious, readily provable offense”. This memo asks prosecutors to seek and prosecute suspects 

for the crimes with the harshest penalties; that includes prosecuting nonviolent offenders for crimes that have 

minimum sentences. Any prosecutor wishing to seek lesser charges must obtain approval from the Attorney 

General. The memo can be found HERE. 

Analysis 
Critics of the new policy warn that this will lead to an increase in HIV transmission, as minimum sentencing 

seriously affects nonviolent drug offenders. A recent study found that these strict policies lead to negative health 

outcomes. Injection drug users are driven underground for fear of persecution, where they are more likely to 

share needles and avoid seeking treatment or testing. Republican Senator Rand Paul wrote that this policy is a 

step backward for the fight against the opioid epidemic, as it will severely punish those who would benefit most 

from treatment. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Join the ACLU – sign the ACLU’s petition protesting Jeff Session’s new policy that will disproportionately 

affect Black and Brown communities. 

 Get involved with The Sentencing Project – there are several ways to help fight for criminal justice 

This brief was compiled by Elizabeth Kiefer. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact elizabeth@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/965896/download
https://www.vox.com/2017/5/17/15641018/jeff-sessions-memo-tough-crime-public-health-hiv
http://www.pharmpro.com/news/2017/05/making-drug-use-crime-makes-hiv-prevention-treatment-more-difficult
http://www.newsweek.com/drug-laws-hurt-hiv-prevention-treatment-study-confirms-611077
http://www.cnn.com/2017/05/15/opinions/sessions-is-wrong-rand-paul-opinion/
https://www.democracynow.org/2017/5/19/michelle_alexander_we_must_respond_forcefully
https://action.aclu.org/secure/sessions-war-on-drugs?ms=web_170512_massincarceration_warondrugs
http://www.sentencingproject.org/actions/
mailto:elizabeth@usresistnews.org
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Judge in Hawaii Blocks Trump’s Second Travel Ban 
Judicial Ruling 

Issued on March 15, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Judge Derrick Watson of the Federal District Court in Honolulu issued a temporary restraining order that halted 

the travel ban nationwide.The revised travel ban executive order titled: “Protecting the Nation from Foreign 

Terrorist Entry into the United States” was signed on March 6th. In his ruling, Judge Watson concluded that the 

plaintiff, Ismail Elshikh, had his first amendment rights violated on the basis of religious discrimination. Judge 

Watson drew extensively on past quotes from President Trump, pushing back against the administration’s 

insistence that only the text of the order itself was relevant. Judge Watson also rejected the administration’s 

insistence that the order was drafted in the interest of National Security, ruling that National Security only served 

as a pretext for the order. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The ruling highlights how Trump’s extreme statements, such as his call for a total shutdown of Muslim 

immigration, can come back to haunt him, hindering the implementation of his policy agenda. Furthermore, after 

learning of the ruling, Trump stated that the second travel ban was “just a watered-down version of the first.” 

These statements serve to undermine the very arguments that his administration is using to defend the ban. 

Nevertheless, it is important to keep in mind that Judge Watson’s ruling is only temporary, as the administration is 

currently appealing the ruling. It is very likely that the Supreme Court will have the final say over the legality of the 

travel ban. 

Engagement Resources 
 U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants – USCRI Is committed to helping serve refugees both at 

home and abroad. To get involved you could donate, volunteer or even mentor a refugee family. 

 Sunrise USA – Sunrise USA is a nonprofit that supports Syrians who are both internally and externally 

displaced. They provide food, support education, establish trauma-care facilities, and facilitate orphan 

sponsorships. 

 Attend a Town Hall – Attend a town hall near you, and voice your opposition to the travel ban directly to 

your representative. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/06/executive-order-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/06/executive-order-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states
http://www.cnn.com/2017/03/15/politics/hawaii-travel-ban-ruling-full-text/
http://www.businessinsider.com/trump-watered-down-new-travel-ban-blocked-2017-3
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/immigration/333882-in-latest-travel-ban-appeals-case-trump-is-his-own-worst-enemy
http://www.cnn.com/2017/05/15/politics/9th-circuit-travel-ban-hearing-round-two/
http://refugees.org/get-involved/
https://sunrise-usa.org/
https://townhallproject.com/
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Trump’s Sanctuary City Executive Order and Legal Responses 
Executive Order 

Issued on January 25, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On January 25th Trump signed an executive order entitled: “Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United 

States”, which called for federal funding to be withheld from states that allow sanctuary cities. Sanctuary cities 

are cities that refuse to cooperate with federal immigration officials. The order drew swift condemnation from 

immigration activists across the country. A federal judge in California however, has struck down the portion of the 

executive order which allows the federal government to withhold funding from sanctuary cities. 

Additionally, Attorney Generals from 5 States and the District of Columbia are coordinating to permanently stop 

the order. 

Analysis 
The legal challenges to the executive order are rooted in the 10th Amendment, which stipulates that any powers 

not delegated to the federal government in the Constitution are given to the states. Ironically, the legal basis for 

this defense is rooted in an Antonin Scalia Supreme Court ruling in which he stated: “the Tenth Amendment 

prohibited the federal government from “commandeering” the cooperation of state governments in enforcing 

federal law.” While the legal basis for the order is very shaky, and as such it will likely not hold up in court, it’s 

important to stay vigilant as immigration arrests are up 38% with Trump as president. 

Engagement Resources 
 Local Options for Protecting Immigrants – This document hosted by the National Network for Immigrant 

and Refugee Rights notes what steps local governments can take to protect immigrants against federal 

government actions. 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, please 

share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them.Immigration 

Volunteer Search: Search for immigration volunteer opportunities near you, and do your part to help 

those under siege from Trump’s policies. 

 Immigration Volunteer Search – Search for immigration volunteer opportunities near you, and do your 

part to help those under siege from Trump’s policies. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/25/us/judge-blocks-trump-sanctuary-cities.html?_r=0
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/05/17/donald-trumps-sanctuary-city-executive-order-under-fire-attorneys-general/327670001/
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2016/11/antonin-scalia-might-have-saved-sanctuary-cities.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/05/17/deportations-under-president-trump-undocumented-immigrants/101786264/
http://www.nnirr.org/drupal/sites/default/files/ilrc_local_options_20161215.pdf
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/index.jsp?r=msa&l=60827&categories=41
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4th Circuit Upholds A Lower Court’s Decision to Halt Travel Ban 
Judicial Ruling 

Issued on May 25th 

Policy Summary 
On May 25th the 4th US Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 10-3 to uphold a lower Court’s ruling blocking Trump’s 

travel ban. Chief Judge Roger L. Gregory ruled that Trump’s call during the campaign to suspend Muslim 

immigration could be used to establish a precedent that nefarious intentions were in mind in the drafting of this 

order. In the ruling he stated: “Then-candidate Trump’s campaign statements reveal that on numerous occasions, 

he expressed anti-Muslim sentiment, as well as his intent, if elected, to ban Muslims from the United States.” This 

ruling is just the first of two that are expected, as the 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals is also deliberating on 

Trump’s travel ban. 

Analysis 
After the ruling Attorney General Jeff Sessions stated that the administration would appeal the case to the 

Supreme Court.  This case meets the two criteria for a Supreme Court case, the first being that the federal 

government is appealing the case, and the second being that t it involves a nationwide injunction. Therefore, it is 

very likely that the Supreme Court will decide to hear the case. If the Supreme Court does decide to hear the case 

it is unclear which way it would rule as the conservatives have a 5-4 majority on the court. However, in a lot of 

recent cases, Republican-appointed Justice Anthony Kennedy has sided with the liberal justices. 

Engagement Resources 
 Local Options for Protecting Immigrants – This document hosted by the National Network for Immigrant 

and Refugee Rights notes what steps local governments can take to protect immigrants against federal 

government actions. 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, please 

share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them. 

 Immigration Volunteer Search – Search for immigration volunteer opportunities near you, and do your 

part to help those under siege from Trump’s policies. 

This brief was compiled by William Lucier. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact william@usresistnews.org.  

http://coop.ca4.uscourts.gov/171351.P.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-attorney-general-jeff-sessions-fourth-circuit-court-appeals-decision
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-attorney-general-jeff-sessions-fourth-circuit-court-appeals-decision
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-court-idUSKBN18M2C7
http://www.nnirr.org/drupal/sites/default/files/ilrc_local_options_20161215.pdf
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/index.jsp?r=msa&l=60827&categories=41
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Tax Reform 
Proposed Legislation 

Proposed on April 26, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The Trump Administration has issued a one-page plan to reform the tax system in America. The plan calls for the 

simplification of the tax code and the deepest cuts in tax rates paid by American families and businesses seen 

since the Reagan administration. More specifically, the plan calls for decreasing the number of tax brackets 

from seven to three (10%, 25%, and 35%). It calls for cutting the tax rate for all businesses to 15%. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
By cutting taxes so drastically the Trump tax plan also reduces the amount of revenue the government is able to 

take in through taxation. To begin, it has called for doubling the standard deduction rate. The head of Trump’s 

National Economic Council, Gary Cohn, said, “We are going to double the standard deduction so a married couple 

wouldn’t pay any taxes on the first $24,000 income they earn.”  In addition, Trump’s plan calls for an elimination 

of the alternative minimum tax (ATM). This tax was put in place by Congress as a way to get wealthy people to pay 

taxes rather than use tax loopholes to avoid paying them. Furthermore, to aid the rich the Trump plan also calls 

for the removal of the estate tax – a tax on assets being transferred through a will (often used by the wealthy 

elites). All these proposed tax cuts, many studies have found, will add nearly 5.5 trillion dollars to the debt which 

could potentially lead to a slower economy due to stagnant wages.  It remains to be seen whether Trump can 

translate his one-page tax plan into meaningful legislation that Congress will pass. 

Engagement Resources 
 Make Tax Fair –Their objective is to contribute to fair taxation. Support fair taxation, make a change. 

 US Senate – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed legislation. 

 US House of Representatives – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed 

legislation. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org.  

http://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/27/how-trumps-new-tax-reform-proposal-may-affect-every-income-bracket.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/27/how-trumps-new-tax-reform-proposal-may-affect-every-income-bracket.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/26/us/politics/trump-tax-cut-plan.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/26/the-white-house-just-outlined-its-tax-plan-heres-whats-in-it.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/27/how-trumps-new-tax-reform-proposal-may-affect-every-income-bracket.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/27/how-trumps-new-tax-reform-proposal-may-affect-every-income-bracket.html
http://time.com/4758411/donald-trump-tax-plan-debt-cost/
http://www.heritage.org/budget-and-spending/report/the-many-real-dangers-soaring-national-debt
http://maketaxfair.net/
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
mailto:vaibhav@usresistnews.org
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The Impact of ACHA on Jobs 
Proposed Legislation 

Proposed in May 2017 

Policy Summary 
The American Health Care Act (AHCA) passed in the House of Representatives on May 4, 2017. The Republican-

sponsored bill aims to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Under the AHCA, Medicaid 

expansion would be rolled back, and its status as an entitelment program would end. Instead, the House Bill calls 

for Medicaid providing states with block grants or an allotment for enrollees. The taxes imposed on the wealthy, 

insurance companies, pharmaceutical companies, and manufacturers of medical devices that were included in the 

ACA to help subsidize health care costs for low-income people would be removed under this new health care bill. 

This could result in billions of dollars in tax cuts for the rich, without any additional assistance for the poor. 

Other changes include basing tax credits to help pay for insurance on age, instead of income. Additionally, the bill 

removes the individual mandate and offers fewer protections for the elderly and those with preexisting 

conditions. The bill will also allow states to apply for waivers to opt out of certain ACA provisions, such as essential 

health benefits. Under the AHCA, Planned Parenthood will no longer be eligible for federal reimbursements. The 

Congressional Budget Office did not have time to evaluate the latest version of the bill, but its previous 

assessment estimated 24 million people would lose their insurance coverage if the AHCA became law. LEARN 

MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The ACHA will not only fundamentally change our current healthcare system but also have a negative impact on 

our economy. Undoing the Affordable Care Act will result in less government spending on Medicaid and fewer 

subsidies for private insurance. In addition, the American Health Care Act will cut taxes for high-income 

Americans. As a result, Representative Pelosi claimed: “It [Trumpcare] will destroy nearly 2 million jobs across 

America.” A study by the George Washington University claimed that three distinct factors will lead to job loss due 

to Trumpcare. This drastic cut in jobs will be caused by a major cut in spending on Medicaid, fewer subsidies for 

private insurance, and tax cuts for higher-income Americans will lead to fewer jobs in America. 

The study by the Center for American Progress claims that less spending on health care due to cuts to Medicaid 

and fewer health insurance subsidies will directly result in lower employment in the future. The study 

hypothesizes that around 1.2 million jobs will be lost due to tax cuts, 1.7 million jobs would be lost because of less 

spending and Medicaid, and around 505,000 jobs would be lost because of the replacement of individual 

subsidies with tax credits (coupled with the end of the individual mandate). In total, there will be about a loss of 

2.9 million jobs by 2022. A study found by the Milken Institute School of Public Health at the George Washington 

University estimates that the job loss will affect all sectors because of the lack of federal funding is expected to be 

cut by 1.5 trillion between 2019 and 2023 which means that there will be less money to spend on hiring. In 

addition, only about a third of the job losses will be in the healthcare sector – the rest will be in all other 

industries where companies are forced to spend more on their healthcare and have less disposable income to 

spend on workers salaries’. LEARN MORE 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-factbox-idUSKBN1802QB?il=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-factbox-idUSKBN1802QB?il=0
http://time.com/money/4766063/ahca-new-republican-health-care-bill/
http://www.npr.org/2017/05/04/526923181/gop-health-care-bill-would-cut-about-765-billion-in-taxes-over-10-years
https://www.vox.com/2017/5/4/15544774/ahca-tax-cut
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/congressional-health-care-bill-defunds-planned-parenthood/2017/05/04/afdc3b5a-30f1-11e7-8674-437ddb6e813e_story.html?utm_term=.a9b60f1427ca
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/52486
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/52486
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20170504/NEWS/170509949
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20170504/NEWS/170509949
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/04/us/politics/major-provisions-republican-health-care-bill.html?_r=0
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2017/h256
http://www.democraticleader.gov/newsroom/3202017/
http://www.democraticleader.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/EmpEffectsAHCA-1.pdf
http://www.democraticleader.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/EmpEffectsAHCA-1.pdf
http://www.democraticleader.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/EmpEffectsAHCA-1.pdf
http://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-healthcare-plans-cost-jobs-544682
http://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-healthcare-plans-cost-jobs-544682
http://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-healthcare-plans-cost-jobs-544682
http://www.democraticleader.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/EmpEffectsAHCA-1.pdf
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Engagement Resources 
 AFL-CIO – The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations is a national trade 

union center and the largest federation of unions in the United States. 

 American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees – The American Federation of State, 

County and Municipal Employees is the largest trade union of public employees in the United States. 

 1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East – This is the largest healthcare union the United States. With a 

membership of 400,000 including retirees, its stated mission is to achieve quality healthcare, good jobs 

and social justice for all. 

 Stand with Planned Parenthood – check out and get involved with the number of ways to support Planned 

Parenthood as they fight to keep offering accessible and affordable health services. 

 US Senate – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed legislation. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 
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