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United States Attorney General Jeff Session’s Law Enforcement Memorandum 
Attorney General Memorandum 

Issued March 31, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On March 31, 2017, United States Attorney General Jeff Sessions issued a memorandum to Department of Justice 

attorneys promoting support for federal, state, local and tribal law enforcement authorities. The Attorney General 

pledged the resources of the Department of Justice in order to “promote a peaceful and lawful society where the 

civil rights of all persons are valued and protected.” In order to implement these twin goals, the Attorney General 

laid out a framework that emphasized “strengthening our longstanding and productive relationships with our law 

enforcement partners” at the various levels of government. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The law enforcement policy proposed by the Attorney General creates two immediate problems. The 

memorandum states [1] “it is not the responsibility of the federal government to manage non-federal law 

enforcement agencies” and that [2] “misdeeds of individual bad actors should not impugn…[the] honorable 

work…that law enforcement…agencies perform.” This is problematic because the DOJ’s Civil Rights Division has 

the power and authority to investigate and offer solutions to law enforcement agencies that have engaged in a 

pattern or practice of conduct in violation of the Constitution or laws of the United States. By minimizing unlawful 

conduct as only misdeeds of selected individuals, the Attorney General is ignoring the fact that numerous law 

enforcement agencies have systemic deficiencies that contribute to police ineffectiveness. But he also goes a step 

further by stating that DOJ should no longer step in to offer solutions to improve policing as DOJ did many times 

previously, most notably in recent police misconduct investigations in Chicago and Baltimore. This new policy, and 

current review of reform agreements nationwide, will curtail the ability of local communities to partner with the 

Federal Government to monitor, critique and address local law enforcement abuses. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – an information site addressing reform of police practices. 

 Campaign Zero – a campaign that provides info on police abuses and tracks legislation on the topic. 

 National Police Accountability Project – a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting civil rights of 

those in their encounters with law enforcement. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/954916/download
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/sessions-orders-justice-department-to-review-all-police-reform-agreements/2017/04/03/ba934058-18bd-11e7-9887-1a5314b56a08_story.html?utm_term=.53ee78b4f30e
http://time.com/4725300/sessions-police-consent-decrees-doj-baltimore-chicago/
https://www.aclu.org/issues/criminal-law-reform/reforming-police-practices
https://www.joincampaignzero.org/
https://www.nlg-npap.org/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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Senate Bill 823 Against Warrantless and Random Searches of American Citizens 

Digital Devices At U.S. Border Crossings 
Proposed Legislation 

Proposed April 4, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On April 4, 2017, Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) introduced in the U.S. Congress the “Protecting Data At The Border 

Act.” The bill is aimed at protecting the privacy rights of Americans as they exit or re – enter the United States 

with regard to their personal electronic devices and the personal information contained on those devices. The bill, 

if passed, would [1] require a warrant based on probable cause for a border agent to search a device and [2] 

prohibit law enforcement officials from delaying or denying entry to the U.S. by persons who refuse to hand over 

to border law enforcement officials their device PIN numbers, passwords and social media account information. 

LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Senate Bill 823 is a needed new law because of the potential for abuse and the protections it promises to provide 

to American citizens. In 2016, Department of Homeland Security data showed nearly 25,000 incidents of cell 

phone searches by border agents. This was an increase from the 5,000 incidents in 2015. The Fourth Amendment 

provides against “unreasonable searches or seizures” and yet searches at the border constituted nothing more 

than agents thumbing through photos, text messages, and apps containing highly sensitive personal information, 

such as banking and health information. The search of digital devices of foreign nationals can still occur but 

Senator Wyden’s bill is properly narrow in that it implements protections for Americans and requires a more 

substantial connection to criminal activity to search. This will ensure that Americans are not subject to random 

searches of their digital devices when crossing a United States border. LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE, LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 White House Petition – petition to urge Congress and the White House to pass Senate Bill 823. 

 Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) – foundation focused on defending your rights in the digital world. 

 Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC) – research center dedicated to online privacy and civil liberty 

issues. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/823/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/823/text
https://www.wyden.senate.gov/news/press-releases/wyden-paul-polis-and-farenthold-bill-requires-warrants-to-search-americans-digital-devices-at-the-border
https://www.wyden.senate.gov/download/?id=0FC61A3A-122B-4A0C-9AED-B68C3349AA61&download=1
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/what-if-u-s-border-agents-ask-your-cellphone-n742511
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/apr/5/legislation-introduced-rein-warrantless-cellphone-/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/american-citizens-u-s-border-agents-can-search-your-cellphone-n732746
https://petitions.whitehouse.gov/petition/stop-customs-spying-your-cell-phone-and-laptop-and-demanding-your-passwords
https://www.eff.org/
https://epic.org/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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Dismantling of Diversity Grant Program 
Grant Program Cancellation 

Discontinued on March 29, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Trump’s education department has chosen to discontinue an Obama Administration grant program 

meant to encourage schools to foster higher levels of socioeconomic diversity. The $12 million grant program 

according to a department spokesperson was nixed because it was not a good use of tax dollars, emphasizing that 

the money was used for planning and not implementation. The program entitled “Opening Doors, Expanding 

Opportunities,” which was announced in December 2016, was designed to aid school districts in “preparing to 

implement innovative, effective, ambitious, comprehensive, and locally driven strategies” aimed at increasing 

socioeconomic diversity in schools.” The stated goal was to help improve academic achievement in the lower 

performing schools. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
As research dictates that a diverse classroom environment bolsters the academic performance of low-income 

students, advocates were keeping a close eye on what the administration would do with this new 

program,  wondering how much Trump’s team would value this step towards diversity in the classroom. This week 

the cuts sent a signal to many that although Education Secretary Betsy Devos had publicly praised an integrated 

classroom, her actions would not match her words. Tanya Clay House, a former Education Department official 

who helped to design the new program, called the cut a “slap in the face.” Highlighting that the money for the 

grants was already allocated in the 2016 fiscal cycle she questioned, “why not use it?” Advocates fear that the 

program’s cancellation sends a message to districts interested in integration that they’re facing the 

journey alone. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Chiefs for Change – An education reform nonprofit aimed at facilitating change through policy and 

advocacy, building a unique community of practice, and cultivating a pipeline of diverse education 

leaders. 

 Poverty and Race Research Action Council –The Council is a civil rights policy organization aimed at 

helping to connect advocates with social scientists working on race and poverty issues, and to promote a 

research-based advocacy strategy on structural inequality issues. 

 The National Coalition on School Diversity – The Coalition is a network of national civil rights 

organizations, university-based research centers, and state and local coalitions working to increase 

support for government initiatives that promote diversity in schools. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact, cindy@usresistnews.org. 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/odeo/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/10/14/AR2010101407577.html?tid=a_inl
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/03/29/trumps-education-department-nixes-obama-era-grant-program-for-school-diversity/?utm_term=.9e18dbbe4951
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/03/29/trumps-education-department-nixes-obama-era-grant-program-for-school-diversity/?utm_term=.c9b8dd8ca6a1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/03/29/trumps-education-department-nixes-obama-era-grant-program-for-school-diversity/?utm_term=.c11a53dfe28e
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/03/how-betsy-devos-could-end-the-school-integration-comeback/520113/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/03/29/trumps-education-department-nixes-obama-era-grant-program-for-school-diversity/?utm_term=.c9b8dd8ca6a1
http://chiefsforchange.org/
http://www.prrac.org/about.php
http://school-diversity.org/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Rescinded Protections for Student Loan Borrowers 
Rescinded Guidances 

Issued on April 11, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Secretary of Education Betsy Devos has rescinded guidances aimed at making it easier for borrowers to pay back 

their student loans, citing a financial responsibility to not only borrowers but taxpayers. The series of Obama 

Administration policy memos, instituted in the face of a wave of student loan defaults, strengthened consumer 

protections for borrowers by instructing loan servicers to follow certain guidelines aimed  at““simplifying the 

repayment process, better protecting borrowers, and facilitating our oversight of servicing contractors.” This 

decision to rescind the guidelines comes as the Department of Education is facing $9 billion in budget cuts. LEARN 

MORE 

Analysis 
Lawmakers and advocacy groups argue that since the government pays millions to the student loan servicers to 

manage about $1.2 trillion in loans, more regulations should be required of those contractors, not less.When left 

on their own, reports from the Government Accountability Office and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 

(CFPB) show that loan servicers often do not look out for the best interest of their borrowers. Naivent, a well-

known loan servicer has been sued by Washington State and the CFPB for allegedly cheating borrowers out of 

their repayment rights. It has been said that due to Devos’ action, it is likely that Navient will still receive a new 

contract. Former Deputy Treasury Secretary Sarah Bloom Raskin said that Devos’ decision, which does reverse 

policies that Raskin had worked on, made without a substitute or clear reason, shows that the administration is 

placing the welfare of loan servicers above those of student borrowers. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Americans for Financial Reform – The AFR is a nonprofit organization made up of 200 civil rights, 

consumer, labor, business, investor, faith-based, and civic and community groups who are working to lay 

the foundation for a strong, stable, and ethical financial system. 

 Student Loan Borrower Assistance Project – A project of the National Consumer Law Center, the SLBAP is 

a resource for borrowers, their families, and advocates representing student loan borrowers. 

 Consumer Financial Protection Bureau – A U.S Government agency tasked with making sure that banks, 

lenders and others in the financial world, treat consumers fairly. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://sites.ed.gov/ous/files/2016/06/John-King-servicer-past-performance-memo.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/ous/files/2016/06/John-King-servicer-past-performance-memo.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/student-loan-servicer-recompete.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/student-loan-servicer-recompete.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2017/04/11/devos-dials-back-consumer-protections-for-student-loan-borrowers/?utm_term=.b8148f4e653d
https://thinkprogress.org/reversal-borrower-protections-22bc2f3d2209
http://money.cnn.com/2017/01/18/pf/college/navient-sallie-mae-sued-cfpb/
http://money.cnn.com/2017/01/18/pf/college/navient-sallie-mae-sued-cfpb/
https://thinkprogress.org/reversal-borrower-protections-22bc2f3d2209
https://thinkprogress.org/reversal-borrower-protections-22bc2f3d2209
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-04-11/devos-undoes-obama-student-loan-protections
https://thinkprogress.org/reversal-borrower-protections-22bc2f3d2209
http://ourfinancialsecurity.org/
http://www.studentloanborrowerassistance.org/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Work Requirements for Medicaid 
Proposed State Legislation 

Ongoing 

Policy Summary 
After the failure of Trump’s American Health Care Act, some conservative Republicans are calling for work 

requirements for Medicaid Beneficiaries. The Kaiser Family Foundation update says least four states including 

Arizona, Indiana, Kentucky, and Pennsylvania have formally submitted waiver requests to require work as a 

condition for Medicaid eligibility. Each state’s proposal differs slightly but none have been approved. Florida, 

which is currently one of the toughest states to get Medicaid coverage, is eying new work requirements as well. 

Indiana, Montana, and New Hampshire offer voluntary work program referrals to adults covered by Medicaid, and 

some states are considering follow those models. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Supporters, like health and human services chairman Rep. Travis Cummings, argue that the requirements are “an 

effort to encourage people to work and take their health care more seriously” and that Medicaid is eating up too 

much of the budget. Others argue that requirements could increase program costs if individuals are denied 

coverage and then need emergency care. If the work requirements were implemented, monitoring and enforcing 

them would be difficult and costly. Overall, the impact of Medicaid work requirements is not expected to be very 

large as the majority of Medicaid recipients who are able to work already do. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Contact Your State Officials – Voice your opinion on the matter to the people who make these important 

decisions! 

 Families USA – Learn more about Medicaid and how it affects families. Families USA supports the 

expansion of Medicaid to boost state economies and strengthen the health care system. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-and-work-requirements/
https://www.newstalkflorida.com/featured/florida-legislature-gets-ready-to-handle-the-medicaid-issue/
http://kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-and-work-requirements/
http://www.tampabay.com/news/politics/stateroundup/on-medicaid-you-may-soon-have-to-work-for-it-in-florida/2319418
http://www.heritage.org/health-care-reform/commentary/work-requirements-medicaid-wont-work-heres-serious-alternative
https://www.axios.com/dont-expect-medicaid-work-requirements-to-make-a-big-difference-2338186318.html
https://www.axios.com/dont-expect-medicaid-work-requirements-to-make-a-big-difference-2338186318.html
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
http://familiesusa.org/
http://familiesusa.org/issues/medicaid
mailto:Ann@usresistnews.org
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Effects of the Budget on Environment 
Proposed Budget Plan 

Released March 16, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Trump released his first preliminary budget, approximating budget changes for the 2018 fiscal year and 

showcasing the administration’s priorities. The proposed budget has severe implications for environmental and 

public health, calling for a 31 percent cut in the EPA budget, reducing funding for the Department of Energy, and 

targeting environmental protection funding in at least nine other federal departments. When asked about cuts to 

science and climate change research, Office of Management and Budget Director Mick Mulvaney said: “the 

President was fairly straightforward — we’re not spending money on that anymore.” The president’s budget 

increases military spending by $54 billion and balances the federal deficit by decreasing spending for various 

programs across the board. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Budget cuts to the EPA would hamper the agency’s ability to protect clean air and water, to conduct research, and 

to mitigate the detrimental effects of climate change and pollution on the country. The proposed budget plan 

discontinues all EPA funding for climate change-related efforts and the Obama administration’s signature Clean 

Power Plan which mitigates climate impacts and health risks from air pollutants by reducing carbon pollution from 

power plants. The plan also eliminates over 50 EPA programs, cuts research and development funding, and 

decreases funding for Superfund, the EPA program responsible for cleaning up sites contaminated with hazardous 

wastes. Department of Energy cuts eliminate research projects and loan programs that fund innovative 

renewables technology and restrict funding to laboratories which conduct research on renewables and energy 

efficient vehicles. Stanford environmental engineering professor Mark Jacobson worries that cuts to research 

funding will reduce American innovation and competitiveness, decreasing GDP. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 World Resources Institute – a global NGO committed to protecting the Earth, improving people’s lives, 

and creating prosperity through sustainable natural resource management. 

 Association of Public & Land-Grant Universities – a research, policy, and advocacy organization of public 

research universities, land-grant institutions, and higher education organizations. 

 Task Force on American Innovation – an alliance of business, universities and scientific societies 

supporting federally funded basic research in the physical sciences and engineering. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2017/03/16/mulvaney_were_not_spending_money_on_climate_change_anymore_waste_of_your_money.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan
https://www.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan
https://www.epa.gov/superfund
https://thinkprogress.org/trump-budget-climate-cuts-7e0928be0f37#.cyar3usof
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/trump-budget-eviscerates-energy-programs-21252?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Trumps%20Budget&utm_content=News%20Trumps%20Budget+CID_cf0e4bfb0c6223dbb0bca9a3e15bdd66&utm_source=Climate%20Central%20Email%20C
https://www.wired.com/2017/03/trumps-trying-chainsaw-nearly-every-environmental-program/
http://www.wri.org/
http://www.aplu.org/
http://www.innovationtaskforce.org/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Presidential Memorandum Regarding Construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline; 

Issuance of Presidential Permit 
Presidential Memorandum and Presidential Permit 

January 24, 2017 and March 24, 2017, respectively 

Policy Summary 
Two months after President Trump released a presidential memoranda directing the Secretaries of State, the 

Army, and the Interior to expedite approval for the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline the Department of 

State has issued a Presidential permit to TransCanada authorizing the company to “construct, connect, operate, 

and maintain pipeline facilities” for the importation of crude oil. The Trump administration, along with industry 

and Republican proponents, argues that the pipeline will help create jobs and secure national energy 

security. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The Keystone XL Pipeline would enable oil companies to transport oil sludge from Canada and North Dakota to 

Gulf Coast refineries from which they could be easily exported. While Trump boasts the creation of 28,000 jobs 

from the pipeline, energy historian and consultant Ellen Wald explains that estimates for construction jobs are 

misleading because they are often inaccurate, they include vague “spin-off” jobs, and the jobs are short-term 

(a 2014 State Department review estimates only 35 permanent jobs would be created). Framing the project’s job 

creation as a way of addressing unemployment distorts the actual impacts. Opponents of the pipeline argue 

that “future demand has been put in question” by high American oil production, green energy, and energy 

efficient cars and that excess oil from the pipeline will be exported, untouched by U.S. citizens. Clifford Krauss for 

the New York Times adds that declining oil prices have made expensive oil sand extraction unattractive for oil 

producers many of whom have sold their assets and abandoned development projects. Environmental groups 

argue that the pipeline will increase the profitability and production of tar sands oil which produce 81 percent 

greater greenhouse gas emissions than other forms of oil accelerating the devastating effects of climate 

change. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Natural Resources Defense Council – a non-profit international environmental advocacy group committed 

to fighting Trump’s “environmental assault” and using “every tool in the kit to stop this dangerous tar 

sands oil pipeline project.” 

 Greenpeace – an international environmental NGO that uses direct action, lobbying, research, and 

ecotage to raise public awareness and to influence the public and private sectors. 

 Sierra Club – the nation’s largest environmental preservation organization; recent focuses include green 

energy, mitigating global warming, and opposing coal. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this, brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/24/presidential-memorandum-regarding-construction-keystone-xl-pipeline
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2017/03/269074.htm
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2017/03/269074.htm
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ellenrwald/2017/01/24/here-are-the-jobs-the-keystone-xl-pipeline-would-create-under-trumps-executive-order/#2e115a3f773d
https://keystonepipeline-xl.state.gov/documents/organization/221186.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/24/business/energy-environment/keystone-oil-pipeline.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FKeystone%20XL&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/24/business/energy-environment/keystone-oil-pipeline.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FKeystone%20XL&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/24/business/energy-environment/keystone-oil-pipeline.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FKeystone%20XL&_r=0
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/tar-sands-climate-impacts-IB.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/tar-sands-climate-impacts-IB.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/24/business/energy-environment/keystone-oil-pipeline.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FKeystone%20XL&_r=0
https://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/
http://www.sierraclub.org/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Promoting Energy Independence and Economic Growth 
Executive Order 

Issued on March 28, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Trump’s March 28 Executive Order, entitled “Promoting Energy Independence and Economic 

Growth,” takes extensive action to eliminate federal climate policies and regulations, explicitly targeting at least 

23 executive actions, federal rules, memoranda, and reports. Most notably, the directive moves to rescind the 

Clean Power Plan while undercutting key elements of climate policy analysis. Additionally, the EO orders agency 

heads to review and eliminate all regulations and policies that “burden the development or use of domestically 

produced energy resources, with particular attention to oil, natural gas, coal, and nuclear energy 

resources.” While some aspects of the directive will take effect immediately, others are likely to be held up by 

rulemaking procedures and legal battles. 

Analysis 
In an effort to “grow American jobs” Trump is taking broad steps to reverse the climate legacy of the Obama 

administration by deregulating “impediments to American energy independence.” His executive order starts by 

revoking four Obama-era executive actions which individually strengthen the resilience of American communities 

from the severe impacts of climate change, mitigate negative impacts to natural resources, establish a framework 

for considering climate-related impacts in the development of national security doctrine, and direct the EPA to set 

carbon pollution standards and regulations and rescinded two reports detailing Obama’s Clean Action 

Plan strategies for cutting carbon pollution, preparing for the impacts of climate change, and reducing methane 

emissions. Those who oppose the directive have emphasized the devastating implications for the environment 

and public health and have fought against the job contention, arguing that coal jobs are declining because 

of weakened demand, mechanization, and competition from oil and natural gas; that wind, solar, and energy 

efficiency jobs outnumber coal jobs 16 to 1; that the order would create investment uncertainty; and 

that accelerating efficiency would be better for energy independence. 

Clean Power Plan 
The executive order begins the arduous process of rescinding Obama’s signature Clean Power Plan, which aims to 

significantly cut emissions of greenhouse gasses and harmful pollutants from power plants while advancing the 

development and deployment of clean energy. The Rhodium Group estimates that Obama’s policies would help 

reduce US emissions 21% below 2005 levels by 2025, but Trump’s executive order will reverse the trend and 

stabilize greenhouse gas emissions. This shift will make it extremely difficult for the country to meet international 

climate commitments and will be interpreted globally as the US tacitly pulling out of the Paris Climate 

Agreement (the agreement, reached between 195 countries in 2016, aims “to stave off the most devastating 

effects of climate change by limiting the increase in global temperatures”). In order to reverse Obama’s plan, 

the EPA will have to justify the scientific and economic basis for their new, weaker plan and will likely face years of 

litigation and legal battles attempting to implement it. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/trump-moves-decisively-to-wipe-out-obamas-climate-change-record/2017/03/27/411043d4-132c-11e7-9e4f-09aa75d3ec57_story.html?utm_term=.1ffce4d5733a
http://www.cnn.com/2017/03/27/politics/trump-climate-change-executive-order/
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/11/01/fact-sheet-executive-order-climate-preparedness
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/11/01/fact-sheet-executive-order-climate-preparedness
http://www.natlawreview.com/article/presidential-memorandum-and-interior-department-policy-mitigation-their-content-and
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/21/fact-sheet-president-obama-takes-historic-step-address-national-security
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/21/fact-sheet-president-obama-takes-historic-step-address-national-security
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/06/25/presidential-memorandum-power-sector-carbon-pollution-standards
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/06/25/presidential-memorandum-power-sector-carbon-pollution-standards
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/06/25/fact-sheet-president-obama-s-climate-action-plan
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/strategy_to_reduce_methane_emissions_2014-03-28_final.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/strategy_to_reduce_methane_emissions_2014-03-28_final.pdf
http://www.vox.com/2016/7/19/12232316/donald-trump-coal-industry
http://www.wri.org/blog/2017/03/rolling-back-clean-power-plan-losing-proposition-america
http://www.wri.org/blog/2017/03/rolling-back-clean-power-plan-losing-proposition-america
http://www.ucsusa.org/news/press_release/trump-executive-order-on-climate-policies
https://www.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan
http://rhg.com/notes/trumps-regulatory-rollback-begins
http://rhg.com/notes/trumps-regulatory-rollback-begins
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/trump-moves-to-dismantle-climate-rules-21286?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order&utm_content=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order+Version+A+CID_c4de4d343ef986dec35e7b6de24e334
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/trump-moves-to-dismantle-climate-rules-21286?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order&utm_content=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order+Version+A+CID_c4de4d343ef986dec35e7b6de24e334
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/04/business/energy-environment/paris-climate-change-agreement-official-now-what.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/04/business/energy-environment/paris-climate-change-agreement-official-now-what.html
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/trump-moves-to-dismantle-climate-rules-21286?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order&utm_content=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order+Version+A+CID_c4de4d343ef986dec35e7b6de24e334
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/trump-moves-to-dismantle-climate-rules-21286?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order&utm_content=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order+Version+A+CID_c4de4d343ef986dec35e7b6de24e334
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Climate Policy Analysis 
The executive order also radically changes how agencies will evaluate policy action by rescinding guidance 

which “provides agencies with a framework for agency consideration of the effects of [greenhouse gases] and 

climate change to ensure efficient and transparent agency decision-making” and getting rid of the social cost of 

carbon which allows agencies to incorporate the social benefits of greenhouse gas reductions by monetizing 

damages. The order directs agencies to revert to a 2003 Office of Management and Budget guidance which will 

likely reduce the estimated cost of climate damages by 90% or more. The social cost of carbon is the “most 

important climate measurement,” underlying nearly every environmental analysis and climate-related policy. By 

revoking these measures Trump removes the requirement to consider the climate impacts of potential policies 

and incapacitates federal agencies from effectively evaluating public health and climate change consequences. 

Coal, Oil, Natural Gas 
The executive order lifts a freeze on federal coal leasing which halts coal mine expansions on public land. The 

moratorium was meant to stay in place until the government could review the climate impacts and royalty 

fairness of the coal-leasing program. Trump touted the rescission as bringing jobs to coal miners, but it only 

affects “mines in Wyoming and Montana, where coal companies had for years shed jobs because of increased 

automation and declining coal demand.” The order also rescinds stricter design standards and regulations for 

hydraulic fracturing on federal and tribal lands and oil/gas operations within national parks and refuges; this 

rollback will hamper the government’s ability to safeguard against negative impacts such as man-made 

earthquakes and threats to groundwater. The president’s directive also targets restrictions on dangerous 

mountaintop removal mining and a rule reducing methane waste and flaring. Mountaintop removal is notorious 

for its appalling effects on the environment and on human health, including links to cancer and birth defects for 

nearby populations. The methane waste prevention rule (thoroughly analyzed here) is estimated to increase 

economic revenue, to make deep cuts to methane emissions, and to reduce a multiplicity of health-related risks. 

Engagement Resources 
 Natural Resources Defense Council – an international environmental advocacy group committed to 

fighting Trump’s “environmental assault” and providing individuals with avenues for action. 

 Greenpeace USA – an environmental NGO that uses direct action, lobbying, research, and ecotage to raise 

public awareness and to influence the public and private sectors. 

 Sierra Club – the nation’s largest environmental preservation organization; focuses include mitigating 

global warming and opposing coal; suing the Trump administration over this EO. 

 World Resources Institute – a global NGO committed to protecting the Earth, improving people’s lives, 

and creating prosperity through sustainable natural resource management. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/08/05/2016-18620/final-guidance-for-federal-departments-and-agencies-on-consideration-of-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/08/05/2016-18620/final-guidance-for-federal-departments-and-agencies-on-consideration-of-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and
https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/social-cost-carbon
https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/social-cost-carbon
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/04/upshot/what-financial-markets-can-teach-us-about-managing-climate-risks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/04/upshot/what-financial-markets-can-teach-us-about-managing-climate-risks.html
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/trump-moves-to-dismantle-climate-rules-21286?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order&utm_content=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order+Version+A+CID_c4de4d343ef986dec35e7b6de24e334
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/trump-moves-to-dismantle-climate-rules-21286?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order&utm_content=News%20Trumps%20new%20executive%20order+Version+A+CID_c4de4d343ef986dec35e7b6de24e334
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/26/us/politics/donald-trump-climate-epa.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fcoral-davenport
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/26/us/politics/donald-trump-climate-epa.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fcoral-davenport
http://www.wri.org/blog/2017/03/deeper-look-trumps-climate-action-sledgehammer
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/03/15/interior-department-to-withdraw-obama-era-fracking-rule-filings-reveal/?utm_term=.c6e2eeb9e143
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/03/15/interior-department-to-withdraw-obama-era-fracking-rule-filings-reveal/?utm_term=.c6e2eeb9e143
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-dirty-effects-of-mountaintop-removal-mining/2014/10/21/851c4236-58a2-11e4-bd61-346aee66ba29_story.html?utm_term=.5eedb01e0856
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-dirty-effects-of-mountaintop-removal-mining/2014/10/21/851c4236-58a2-11e4-bd61-346aee66ba29_story.html?utm_term=.5eedb01e0856
https://www.usresistnews.org/2017/03/12/disapproval-of-waste-prevention/
https://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.wri.org/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Human Rights Conditions Dropped on Arms Sale to Bahrain 
State Department Policy 

Issued on March 29th, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On March 29th, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson decided to proceed with a sale of F-16 fighter jets to Bahrain 

without human rights stipulations. The deal, which was proctored by President Obama and Secretary of State 

John Kerry, originally included conditions to release political opponents from prison and to suspend harsh 

crackdowns of pro-democracy advocates in the country. The United States regularly requires its allies to meet 

certain political or economic guidelines in order to receive aid. Bahrain is a critical ally of the United States with a 

strategic position in the Middle East, and the nation hosts the United States Navy’s Fifth Fleet. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Removing human rights requirements for Bahrain is dangerous and counterproductive. Because the State 

Department no longer holds briefings, many analysts and experts can only speculate on the impacts of this deal. 

This new policy endorses political crackdown and discredits our reputation abroad. There are very few indications 

that this will increase security in the Middle East, and there are some implications of possible bias from Tillerson’s 

former company or connections to Lockheed-Martin. Finally, as the State Department begins to relax on some 

restrictions, we can only expect that similar policy will be taken in Yemen or Saudi Arabia, two other nations with 

abysmal human rights records. LEARN MORE  

Engagement Resources 
 Human Rights Watch — An organization which works to report on human rights violations and protect 

individual citizens across the globe. 

Reprieve — A group of lawyers and investigators who defend the legal rights of many people suffering 

human rights’ abuses. 

 Amnesty International — Amnesty International conducts international research, advocates on behalf of 

the oppressed, and carries out campaigns to protect the vulnerable from human rights’ infringements. 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/29/world/middleeast/rex-tillerson-bahrain-weapons-sales.html?smprod=nytcore-iphone&smid=nytcore-iphone-share&mtrref=t.co&gwh=A7DC0E48B80F3CB4CE5F11563777D809&gwt=pay&_r=0
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/bahrain/report-bahrain/
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/326072-state-department-halts-press-briefings
http://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2017/03/30/trump-resumes-arms-sales-bahrain-despite-repression-reprieve-comment
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2017/03/30/galling-us-lifts-human-rights-restrictions-arms-sales-bahrain
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2017/03/30/galling-us-lifts-human-rights-restrictions-arms-sales-bahrain
https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/n-africa/bahrain
https://www.hrw.org/
http://www.reprieve.org.uk/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org


13 

 

Enforcement of the Kemp-Kasten Amendment 
U.S. State Department Announcement 

Announced April 3, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The U.S. State Department announced that it plans to withhold funds dedicated to the United Nations’ Population 

Fund (UNFPA). The Trump administration determined UNFPA violated the Kemp-Kasten Amendment of the 

Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act. The amendment forbids the 

use of American foreign aid money from being given to any organization that supports coercive abortion or 

involuntary sterilization. The State Department identified UNFPA’s program in China, which they claim is complicit 

with the current “two-child policy’s” alleged coercive reproductive health practices, as being the reason for 

withholding U.S. funding from UNFPA.  LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The United Nations warns that this decision “could have devastating effects on the health of vulnerable women 

and girls and their families around the world”. The U.S. was the third largest donor to UNFPA in 2015. Kathy 

Calvin, President and CEO of the United Nations Foundation, criticized the decision, calling it “unacceptable”. She 

defended the work of UNFPA, stating “UNFPA does not fund or perform abortions or forced sterilizations 

anywhere in the world. Instead, the agency offers voluntary family planning to prevent unintended pregnancies 

which, in turn, empowers girls and women to pursue an education, earn an income, and live more prosperous 

lives”. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Donate to Friends of UNFPA – contribute to the support committee of the UN Population Fund. 

 Center for Reproductive Rights – take action with the Center for Reproductive Rights to protect access to 

reproductive health in the U.S. and abroad. 

This brief was compiled by Elizabeth Kiefer. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact elizabeth@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/3534944/State-Kemp-Kasten-Amendment-Determination.pdf
http://www.genderhealth.org/the_issues/us_foreign_policy/kemp/
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-04-04/statement-attributable-spokesman-secretary-general-unfpa
http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/2017/Statement-from-UN-Foundation-President-CEO-Kathy-Calvin-on-Elimination-of-U-S-2.html?referrer=http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/?referrer=http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/2016/Statement-from-Kathy-Calvin-on-Nomination-of-Rex-Tillerson-for-US-Secretary-of-State.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/?referrer=http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/2016/Statement-from-Kathy-Calvin-on-Nomination-of-Rex-Tillerson-for-US-Secretary-of-State.html?referrer=http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/?referrer=http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/2017/Statement-from-UN-Foundation-President-CEO-Kathy-Calvin-on-Elimination-of-U-S-2.html
http://www.unfpa.org/about-us
http://www.vox.com/world/2017/4/4/15177964/unfpa-abortion-defunding-trump-un-women-children
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-defunds-un-population-fund_us_58de8cece4b0b3918c831b79
https://www.friendsofunfpa.org/NetCommunity/SSLPage.aspx?&pid=1226
https://www.reproductiverights.org/take-action
mailto:elizabeth@usresistnews.org
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House Joint Resolution 43 (H.J. Res 43) – Update 
115th Congress 

Passed on March 30, 2017 

Update: April 13, 2017 
This is an update on Health Policy Brief 5 that reported that H.J. Res 43 was passed through Congress on March 

30, 2017. On April 13, President Trump signed the bill into law, allowing states to discriminate against certain 

healthcare providers, such as Planned Parenthood. 

Policy Summary 
Congress voted to overturn a rule put in place by the Obama administration in December 2016 that prevented 

states from denying Title X Family Planning funding to health care providers who offer abortion services. Title X 

funds are intended to provide access to “family planning and related preventative health services for millions of 

low-income or uninsured individuals”.  H.J. Res 43 passed with a tie-breaking vote cast by Vice President Pence, 

disapproving of the rule that stated states could not withhold Title X sub-grants from otherwise eligible family 

planning health care providers, solely because they offer abortions, in addition to other health services. LEARN 

MORE 

Analysis 
Title X funding helps more than four million clients, according to their 2015 annual report. The Planned 

Parenthood Action Fund warns that this “could embolden states to discriminate against family planning health 

care providers — both Planned Parenthood health centers and independent clinics”. According to the Guttmacher 

Institute, “72% of U.S. counties had at least one safety-net family planning center supported by Title X, and 94% of 

women in need of publicly funded family planning care lived in those counties” in 2010. Researchers estimate that 

healthcare provided by Title X-funded providers prevented 326,000 abortions in 2014 that would have been 

caused by a higher unintended pregnancy rate. 

Engagement Resources 
 Donate to Planned Parenthood – Planned Parenthood is asking for emergency contributions to help fight 

states who may try to defund the organization. 

 Call your Senator – Call your U.S. Senator on behalf of Planned Parenthood and tell them not to defund 

Planned Parenthood. 

 Become a fundraiser for Guttmacher Institute – create a page to share on social media to help raise funds 

to support Guttmacher Institute’s sexual and reproductive health policy work. 

This brief was compiled by Elizabeth Kiefer. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact elizabeth@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.hhs.gov/opa/title-x-family-planning/about-title-x-grants/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/opa/title-x-family-planning/about-title-x-grants/index.html
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/issues/health-care-equity/title-x
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/issues/health-care-equity/title-x
https://www.hhs.gov/opa/sites/default/files/title-x-fpar-2015.pdf
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/blog/male-politicians-vote-to-rip-away-womens-health-care-with-mike-pence-as-the-deciding-vote
https://www.guttmacher.org/gpr/2017/01/why-we-cannot-afford-undercut-title-x-national-family-planning-program
https://www.guttmacher.org/gpr/2017/01/why-we-cannot-afford-undercut-title-x-national-family-planning-program
https://www.guttmacher.org/report/contraceptive-needs-and-services-2014-update
https://secure.ppaction.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20109b?df_id=24214&24214.donation=form1&s_subsrc=4NALz1709S1N1A&s_src=TitleXCRA_0317_Appeal_c4_c4web&NONCE_TOKEN=1495DBCF6FB559487F784DBCF2C274C1&_ga=1.124416207.419126791.1491176403
https://www.istandwithpp.org/call
https://give.guttmacher.org/campaign/guttmacher-peer-to-peer-campaign/c116034
mailto:elizabeth@usresistnews.org
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DOJ Expansion/Modernization of Institutional Hearing Program 
Department of Justice Memo 

Issued on March 30, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced that the Department of Justice would take steps to ‘expand and 

modernize’ the Department’s Institutional Hearing Program (IHP). The IHP is the mechanism by which immigration 

judges determine whether noncitizens in American prisons are deportable during the term of their sentence 

through in-person and teleconference immigration removal proceedings. In its 35 years, over 200,000 

people have been processed by this program. The changes that AG Sessions announced would bring immigration 

to correctional facilities rather than having the individual taken to ICE detention facilities for hearings, increase 

teleconferencing capabilities and other infrastructure to help conduct proceedings, and improve coordination 

between the different DOJ offices involved. LEARN MORE  

Analysis 
In the press release announcing the changes, AG Sessions claims that these improvements will “speed the process 

of deporting incarcerated criminal aliens and will reduce costs.” Attempting to quickly expand and hasten the 

pace at which a justice-related program operates threatens the ability of individuals to receive a fair trial. Virginia 

immigration lawyer Paul Wickham Schmidt has noted a few concerning points on this note. Schmidt claims from 

personal experience that the IHP has had issues getting attorneys to represent individuals, getting televideo 

equipment to work, and scheduling hearings based on priority in a logical way. All of these problems are likely to 

worsen if the rate of hearings is hastened without appropriate attention to detail. Perhaps most importantly, 

Schmidt also notes that this announced change is just the latest in a long string of “new priorities” in immigration 

enforcement – suggesting that the DOJ is more concerned with appearing to act on the President’s mandate on 

immigration than with making key decisions on how to enforce immigration law. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Local Options for Protecting Immigrants – This document hosted by the National Network for Immigrant 

and Refugee Rights notes what steps local governments can take to protect immigrants against federal 

government actions. 

 Support a Local Solidarity Network in Your Area – Organizations are rapidly forming on a local level across 

the country to protect the rights of undocumented immigrants and to ensure that law enforcement 

agencies are acting legally and justly as they seek to enforce these new executive orders. Examples 

include the Washington Immigrant Solidarity Network and Mi Casa es Su Casa (San Diego). 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, please 

share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them. 

This brief was compiled by Oliver Bjornsson. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact oliver@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.lexisnexis.com/legalnewsroom/immigration/b/outsidenews/archive/2017/02/23/the-immigration-court-39-s-institutional-hearing-program-how-will-it-be-affected-trac-feb-22-2017.aspx?Redirected=true
https://www.lexisnexis.com/legalnewsroom/immigration/b/outsidenews/archive/2017/02/23/the-immigration-court-39-s-institutional-hearing-program-how-will-it-be-affected-trac-feb-22-2017.aspx?Redirected=true
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-sessions-announces-expansion-and-modernization-program-deport-criminal
http://immigrationcourtside.com/2017/03/31/ag-sessions-rejuvenates-institutional-hearing-program-ihp-for-criminal-removals/
http://immigrationcourtside.com/2017/03/31/ag-sessions-rejuvenates-institutional-hearing-program-ihp-for-criminal-removals/
http://www.nnirr.org/drupal/sites/default/files/ilrc_local_options_20161215.pdf
http://waimmigrantsolidaritynetwork.org/
http://sanctuarysandiego.org/
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
mailto:oliver@usresistnews.org
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State-Level Responses to Federal Action on Sanctuary Jurisdictions 
Proposed and Approved State Legislation 

Ongoing 

Summary 
In response to President Trump’s January executive action to crack down on sanctuary jurisdictions, states have 

responded in two opposite ways – either cracking down on sanctuary cities under their jurisdiction or moving for 

the entire state to become a sanctuary jurisdiction. Sanctuary cities or states are defined as jurisdictions that limit 

their cooperation with the federal government in order to help undocumented immigrants avoid deportation. 

While the state of Tennessee already had a law that prevents cities from making policies that hinder the 

enforcement of federal immigration law, Republican lawmakers have proposed a new policy that would cut off 

funding to cities that did such. With the support of Governor Greg Abbott, the Texas legislature passed a similar 

bill in February. On the other hand, the California State Senate has passed a bill this week that would prohibit 

local law enforcement agencies from using resources to pursue immigration violations. Similar bills have been 

introduced in Illinois, Maryland, Nevada, and New York. Vermont already has a similar law on the books. 

Analysis 
Sanctuary states would challenge a federal government that is decidedly unwelcoming and eager to deny 

undocumented immigrants their day in immigration court by deporting them for committing a crime as minor as a 

traffic violation. The stance that sanctuary states would take is an admirable one, but forcing local law 

enforcement officials to choose whether to obey their state government or the federal government is not an 

optimal policy outcome and could present problems that municipal sanctuary policy would not. Sanctuary states 

also would pose a massive challenge to the Trump administration’s threat to cut off funding to sanctuary 

jurisdictions, which on the city level would already be a legally questionable move. 

Engagement Resources 
 Local Options for Protecting Immigrants – This document hosted by the National Network for Immigrant 

and Refugee Rights notes what steps local governments can take to protect immigrants against federal 

government actions. 

 Support a Local Solidarity Network in Your Area – Organizations are rapidly forming on a local level across 

the country to protect the rights of undocumented immigrants and to ensure that law enforcement 

agencies are acting legally and justly as they seek to enforce these new executive orders. Examples 

include the Washington Immigrant Solidarity Network and Mi Casa es Su Casa (San Diego). 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, please 

share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them. 

This brief was compiled by Oliver Bjornsson. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization 

to this brief please contact oliver@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/2017/02/08/lawmaker-introduces-tennessee-sanctuary-city-ban/97166104/
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/02/07/us/texas-sanctuary-city-fight/
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/02/07/us/texas-sanctuary-city-fight/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/10/us/sanctuary-states-immigration.html?_r=0
http://www.nnirr.org/drupal/sites/default/files/ilrc_local_options_20161215.pdf
http://waimmigrantsolidaritynetwork.org/
http://sanctuarysandiego.org/
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
mailto:oliver@usresistnews.org
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Alexander Acosta OSHA Cuts 
Proposed Legislation 

Proposed on March 23, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Alexander Acosta, the replacement of Andrew Puzder for the labor secretary nominee, told senators during his 

confirmation hearings that there is an expectation for further cuts to the Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration. This coupled with the Trump budget ensures that cuts will be made to  OSHA. This administration 

is crucial in not only providing training grants for many future workers but also most importantly ensuring the 

safety of many workers while on the job. It has been estimated that almost 11 million dollars could be cut from 

this administration.  OSHA provides employees with the correct and safe working conditions by 

enforcing workplace safety and health standards with a multitude of inspectors. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
According to Reporter Christopher Cook, Alexander Acosta will “diminish an already enfeebled Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) – putting millions of workers at greater risk of accident and injury.” 

There have been estimates that nearly 11 million dollars could be cut from this necessary administration. Senator 

Maggie Hassan (D – N.H) continued to question how the cuts would affect OHSA enforcement. Senator Hassan 

used New Hampshire as an example – a state that only has 7 inspectors but has nearly 50,000 worksites, claiming 

that it is impossible for inspectors to thoroughly investigate these many areas (almost 7,000 worksites per 

inspector). This is especially true when inspectors have gone down from 1,108 inspectors to 815 inspectors 

around the country. A diminishing of an already weakened OSHA will endanger the life of many hardworking 

Americans. The money allocated to this administration is crucial for the well-being of our working class. 

Engagement Resources 
 AFL-CIO – The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations is a national trade 

union center and the largest federation of unions in the United States. 

 US Senate – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed legislation. 

 US House of Representatives – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed 

legislation. 

 UNI Global Union – This is a global union federation for skills and services, gathering national and regional 

trade unions. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.thenation.com/article/trumps-labor-nominee-alexander-acosta-is-more-dangerous-than-you-think/
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3021.pdf
https://www.thenation.com/article/trumps-labor-nominee-alexander-acosta-is-more-dangerous-than-you-think/
https://www.thenation.com/article/trumps-labor-nominee-alexander-acosta-is-more-dangerous-than-you-think/
http://news.industrysafe.com/safety-management/osha-under-acosta-and-with-potential-budget-cuts/
https://www.bna.com/labor-nominee-acosta-n57982085605/
https://www.bna.com/labor-nominee-acosta-n57982085605/
https://www.bna.com/labor-nominee-acosta-n57982085605/
http://www.aflcio.org/
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://www.uniglobalunion.org/
mailto:vaibhav@usresistnews.org
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Senate Vote Overturns Obama Administration Retirement Assistance 
Approved Legislation 

Passed on March 30, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In a 50-49 vote, the Senate has reversed rules from the Obama administration that made it easier for cities to 

provide government-run retirement plans to private sector workers. Many workers currently do not have 

retirement saving plans, but under the Obama administration, the government would assist private sector 

workers to save for retirement. This reversal under the Trump administration will lead to a fundamental decrease 

in the size of government as they will no longer be involved in assisting workers in their future retirement 

plans. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
According to Reporter Fernando, “Nearly half of all private-sector workers between the ages of 18 and 64 — and a 

troubling proportion of small business employees — do not have access to retirement savings account through 

their employer.”. This explains why nearly 45% of Americans do not have any form of retirement savings. As a 

result, under the Obama administration, the federal government would assist in the making of retirement plans 

for private sector workers. Sadly, this has been overturned and now more than ever the federal government is 

needed to aid workers in saving for their future. This is especially true because consumer advocates have 

estimated that nearly 55 million employees will not have access to a workplace retirement plan as a result of this 

legislation. The federal government is a crucial medium through which individuals save for their future. Without it, 

the future of our workers remains in jeopardy. 

Engagement Resources 
 AFL-CIO – The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations is a national trade 

union center and the largest federation of unions in the United States. 

 Pensions’ Rights Center – The Pension Rights Center is the country’s only consumer organization 

dedicated solely to protecting and promoting the retirement security of American workers. 

 State Legislators – State Legislators have begun to take a stand against this bill. States like Oregon and 

California have opened up retirement plans for private sector workers. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/30/divided-senate-votes-down-obama-era-city-retirement-plans-for-workers.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/30/divided-senate-votes-down-obama-era-city-retirement-plans-for-workers.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesfinancecouncil/2017/03/31/if-congress-kills-state-retirement-plans-employers-must-step-up/#20a353c74611
http://www.nirsonline.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=882&Itemid=48
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/30/divided-senate-votes-down-obama-era-city-retirement-plans-for-workers.html
https://aflcio.org/Issues/Retirement-Security/Pensions
http://www.pensionrights.org/
https://www.congress.gov/state-legislature-websites
mailto:vaibhav@usresistnews.org
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Buy American, Hire American 
Executive Order 

Issued April 18, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Trump’s America First campaign theme was bolstered after the Buy American, Hire American executive 

order. This order will prioritize American companies for federal contracts and also reform the visa program for 

foreign workers. 

Hire American 
As a result of this order, the “Hire American” portion will decrease the overall amount of H1-B visas given. This is 

because the Administration has accused companies of “importing low-wage workers on H-1B visas to take jobs 

from young college-trained Americans” leading to the “theft of American prosperity”. There will be a 

complete overhaul of the lottery system used in the status quo to determine the sponsors of H1-B visas. Trump’s 

replacement is not set in stone, but will be complete after H1-B visa studies by the Departments of Labor and 

State. The Trump Administration has claimed that H1-B visa changes will be recommended as soon as the studies 

are complete. 

Buy American 
The “Buy American” portion will tighten the waivers and exemptions that agencies use to get around laws that 

favor American-made goods. It is intended to lead to more purchasing of US made goods by US companies. When 

enacted it will also include regulations requiring US companies to use American steel for domestic projects that 

are funded by the government. 

Analysis 

Hire American 
Trump’s executive action has supported his campaign philosophy of economic nationalism, but it may prove to be 

burdensome for small businesses. Punit Soni, the chief executive of Learning Motors, said these visa changes will 

hurt small businesses. He claims that small companies cannot afford to pay high salaries and already struggle to 

attract talent in such a tight market. The order will impact the seasonal labor workforce as it intends to replace 

low-cost foreign workers who use H1-B workers to work in hotels and resorts with Americans, presumably high 

school and colleges students.  This demand for higher wages by American college graduates will result in 

increased prices for all consumers. Under the new Executive Order, it is proposed that preference for H1-B visas 

(in an overall reduced H1-B Visa pool)  be given to highly skilled foreign workers.  This system would favor highest-

paid foreign workers in already successful companies like Google. 

Buy American 
Trump’s belief that international commerce is harmful to America is not bolstered by the scientific community. 

One of the most basic tenets of economics claims that if a country can buy a product abroad for less than it is 

better off buying it. This is because costs will exponentially go up if the US uses its own resources to produce 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/01/20/us/politics/donald-trump-inauguration-speech-transcript.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/18/us/politics/executive-order-hire-buy-american-h1b-visa-trump.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/17/trump-sign-buy-american-hire-american-executive-order/100582276/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/17/trump-sign-buy-american-hire-american-executive-order/100582276/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/18/us/politics/executive-order-hire-buy-american-h1b-visa-trump.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/17/trump-sign-buy-american-hire-american-executive-order/100582276/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/18/technology/h1b-visa-facts-tech-worker.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/18/technology/h1b-visa-facts-tech-worker.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/18/technology/h1b-visa-facts-tech-worker.html?_r=0
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/17/trump-sign-buy-american-hire-american-executive-order/100582276/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/17/trump-sign-buy-american-hire-american-executive-order/100582276/https:/www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/17/trump-sign-buy-american-hire-american-executive-order/100582276/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/18/us/politics/executive-order-hire-buy-american-h1b-visa-trump.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chapman/ct-trump-clueless-trade-jobs-trade-nafta-perspec-0126-20170125-column.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chapman/ct-trump-clueless-trade-jobs-trade-nafta-perspec-0126-20170125-column.html
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products, rather than purchasing these resources from abroad. If costs increase consumption will decrease as 

buyers can no longer afford items. As a result, the economy may suffer due to a lack of consumption. 

Engagement Resources 
 Nasscom Lobby – Lobby to persuade entities like Google, Facebook, and IBM along wt the government to 

allow for more H1-B visas. 

 Town Hall Project – This project compiles the open-to-the-public events held by state and local 

representatives. This provides a great opportunity to tell them that this executive order will do more bad 

than good. You can also dial 1-844-6-RESIST to be redirected to the office of your local member of 

Congress. 

 Amazon Lobby – One of the largest technology company lobbies in America. They continue to want access 

H1-B visas because of their skill and relative cheaper work. 

 Forward US – Mark Zuckerburg along with other CEOs (Yahoo and Google) launched a project to reform 

the immigration system to allow for more H1-B visas. It aims to lobby and advocate for its version 

of immigration reform, changes to the US education system to improve science and technology 

education, and the facilitation of scientific breakthroughs with broad public benefits. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your organization to 

this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/chapman/ct-trump-clueless-trade-jobs-trade-nafta-perspec-0126-20170125-column.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/h1b-visa-rules-nasscom-to-seek-us-firms-help-to-lobby-for-easier-regime-117012300005_1.html
https://townhallproject.com/
https://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?id=D000023883
https://www.fwd.us/
mailto:vaibhav@usresistnews.org

