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Separate Criminal Code for Immigrants 
Proposed Florida State Legislation 

Passed second Senate committee on February 22, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In the Florida Legislature, a Senate bill was introduced and recently approved by the Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Civil & Criminal Justice that proposes that certain crimes committed by unlawfully 

present aliens in the State of Florida be charged differently from all other persons in the state. Illegal 

immigrants charged with a crime would, under Senate Bill 120, have their charges upgraded to the next 

criminal offense ranking level only because of their immigrant status. An illegal immigrant charged with a 

misdemeanor of the first degree would have his criminal charge upgraded to a felony in the third degree. A 

felony in the second degree would be bumped up to a felony in the first degree. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The proposed legislation is problematic because it discriminates between people who commit the same 

criminal act on the basis of their citizenship and immigrant status. The American principle of Equal 

Protection of the Laws enshrined in the Fourteenth Amendment provides that no “person” may be denied 

the equal protection of the laws. According to the Florida Department of Corrections, Florida has an inmate 

population of 99,119. The number of inmates who are undocumented immigrants is 4,754, only 4.8% of the 

total number of inmates. This bill unfairly targets persons because they are immigrants and impermissibly 

places the blame for crimes committed on them when the statistics show that crimes are not strictly an 

immigrant problem. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Mexican – American Legal Defense & Education Fund – A nonprofit organization promoting social 

change in immigrants rights and political access. 

 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) – An information page on immigrant Constitutional issues. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00120
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article134272564.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article134272564.html
https://maldef.org/truthinimmigration/undocumented_immigrants_do_have_legal3192008/index.html
http://www.maldef.org/about/index.html
https://www.aclupa.org/issues/immigrantsrights/animmigrationguideforaclum/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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Senate and House of Representatives Joint Resolution Repealing Online 

Privacy Protections for Customers of a Telecommunications Service Carrier 
Approved Legislation 

Approved by the Senate on March 23, 2017 

Approved by the House on March 28, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In the United States Congress, a joint resolution was introduced that seeks to overrule a prior regulation 

promulgated by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). On January 3, 2017, the “Protecting the 

Privacy of Customers of Broadband and Other Telecommunications Services” went into effect 

implementing rules that would [1] protect customer proprietary information (personal information) and [2] 

require customer approval requirements for the use and disclosure of a customer’s personal information by 

the service carrier. The resolution introduced in Congress states that “Congress disapproves of the rule 

submitted” and “such rule shall have no force or effect.” The Senate approved the resolution on March 23, 

2017, by a 50 – 48 vote. The House of Representatives passed a companion resolution on March 28, 2017, 

by a 215 – 205 vote. The bill has now been sent to President Trump who is expected to sign the bill. LEARN 

MORE 

Analysis 
The proposed legislation is a step in the wrong direction. The effect of nullifying the FCC rule is that service 

carriers who provide a platform for people to go online now have no limits on what they are permitted to 

do with the personal information they collect from their customers. A customer’s personal information 

(name, address, phone numbers and the content of their communications) can be used to identify specific 

people and reasonably link them to the information they view and download on the Internet. Without the 

protection of the FCC rule, service carriers can distribute and/or sell the information which will expose 

customers to unwanted target advertising as well as increased instances of identity theft and criminal 

stalking. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) – foundation focused on defending your rights in the digital 

world. 

 Electronic Privacy Information Center (EPIC) – research center dedicated to online privacy and civil 

liberty issues. 

This brief was compiled by Rod Maggay. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief, please contact rod@usresistnews.org.  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-12-02/pdf/2016-28006.pdf#page=1
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-12-02/pdf/2016-28006.pdf#page=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-resolution/230/all-actions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/34/text?r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/34/text?r=1
https://www.boston.com/news/politics/2017/03/23/senate-republicans-vote-to-repeal-internet-privacy-rules
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2017/03/senate-puts-isp-profits-over-your-privacy
https://www.eff.org/
https://epic.org/
mailto:rod@usresistnews.org
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School Choice 
Proposed Policy 

Announced on September 8, 2016 

Policy Summary 
By combining $20 billion in federal funds with $110 billion from the states, President Trump plans to install 

a nationwide school voucher program that would provide students living in poverty with $12,000 to put 

towards a school of their choice. School options would include public, private, charter, magnet, religious or 

home schooling. Trump has said the funding would come through cuts to the existing education 

department budget, leaving many almost certain that this would mean dismantling the current $14 billion 

federal Title 1 program which sends additional funds to districts serving at-risk students. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Not only is there the fear that the voucher program would eat away at the separation of church and state, 

utilizing taxpayer dollars to pay for students’ education at religious institutions, it would bleed the existing 

public schools of their dollars, sending children to unregulated for-profit institutions. Research shows that 

voucher programs do not necessarily improve academic achievement. In three studies, students from Ohio, 

Louisiana, and Indiana who utilize vouchers to attend private schools saw a significant loss in academic 

achievement. If “school choice” is to be pursued, some say the less “private” the institution the 

better. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Contact Your Elected Officials – Policies such as the voucher program cannot pass without 

legislative support! 

 National Coalition for Public Education – The NCPE has declared that if action is taken to implement 

a voucher program, they will not be silent. The group’s mission is to defend the public school 

system. 

 Network for Public Education – Become a supporter of the Network for Public Education to receive 

their plethora of reports, newsletters and action alerts regarding the importance of public 

education. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact, cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.vox.com/2016/12/2/13767668/donald-trump-education-betsy-devos-school-vouchers
http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la-me-trump-vouchers-california-20161221-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/hiltzik/la-fi-hiltzik-devos-vouchers-20170228-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/23/upshot/dismal-results-from-vouchers-surprise-researchers-as-devos-era-begins.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/23/upshot/dismal-results-from-vouchers-surprise-researchers-as-devos-era-begins.html?_r=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/01/17/betsy-devos-wants-school-choice-chile-already-tried-vouchers-it-hasnt-worked/?utm_term=.4d5e6b7447b6
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
https://www.ncpecoalition.org/trump-voucher-plan/
https://networkforpubliceducation.org/become-a-member/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Effects of the Budget on Education 
Proposed Budget Plan 

Released on March 16, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Donald Trump’s new budget plan proposes cutting 13.5 percent or $9.2 billion from education, removing 

$2.4 billion in grants going towards teacher training and $1.2 billion earmarked for summer and afterschool 

programs. The budget blueprint reduces or eliminates funding for need-based aid for college students, 

federal work study, and grant programs for low-income, disabled or first-generation students among other 

cuts. This paves the way for $1.4 billion to go towards a school choice program, which will ramp up to $20 

billion per year; $250 million will be sent to a private school choice option and $168 million will be sent to 

charter schools. $1 billion is set to go to the federal Title 1 program. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
“An assault on the American Dream,” is what John King Jr., education secretary under Barack Obama said of 

Trump’s proposal, noting the cuts “will disproportionately harm the poor and children of color.” Trump is 

negating issues as dire as college affordability and accessibility ultimately taking over $5 million in support 

from needy children. For the 1.6 million children who participate in the after-school programs set to lose 

funding, some say this means losing the program that increased their likelihood to graduate and excel in 

the labor market. In tandem with the cuts to teacher training, this could impact the overall quality of 

education children would receive; all for the controversial school choice program. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Contact Your State Legislators – Budgets cannot pass without legislative support! 

 The Afterschool Alliance – An organization dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of 

after-school programs. 

 The Council for Opportunity in Education – Donate and support this nonprofit geared toward 

furthering the expansion of college opportunities for disabled, first-generation and low-income 

students. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/trump-budget-casualty-afterschool-programs-for-16-million-kids-most-are-poor/2017/03/16/78802430-0a6f-11e7-b77c-0047d15a24e0_story.html?utm_term=.a29804e48595
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/news/2017/03/17/428554/trumps-higher-education-budget-robs-5-billion-low-income-students/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/news/2017/03/17/428554/trumps-higher-education-budget-robs-5-billion-low-income-students/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/news/2017/03/17/428554/trumps-higher-education-budget-robs-5-billion-low-income-students/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/trump-budget-casualty-afterschool-programs-for-16-million-kids-most-are-poor/2017/03/16/78802430-0a6f-11e7-b77c-0047d15a24e0_story.html?utm_term=.78343a3110c8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/trump-budget-casualty-afterschool-programs-for-16-million-kids-most-are-poor/2017/03/16/78802430-0a6f-11e7-b77c-0047d15a24e0_story.html?utm_term=.78343a3110c8
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/news/2017/03/17/428598/trump-devos-budget-dismantle-public-education-hurting-vulnerable-kids-working-families-teachers/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/news/2017/03/17/428598/trump-devos-budget-dismantle-public-education-hurting-vulnerable-kids-working-families-teachers/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education/news/2017/03/17/428598/trump-devos-budget-dismantle-public-education-hurting-vulnerable-kids-working-families-teachers/
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/
http://www.coenet.org/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Schools Must Do More for Disabled Students 
Supreme Court Decision 

Announced on March 22, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The Supreme Court has unanimously ruled that schools must raise the bar on educational standards for 

disabled students. They rejected past rulings stating that the Individuals with Disabilities Act entitling 

disabled students to a free appropriate public education that is tailored to their needs, which simply meant 

that schools were only required to show some annual gains, or “more than de minimis” (more than the 

minimum). As a result of the current case, Endrew F. v. Douglas County School District, schools must now 

provide their disabled students with the opportunity to make “appropriately ambitious progress.” LEARN 

MORE 

Analysis 
Prior to this landmark Supreme Court ruling, in 2008 a similar case was ruled upon by none other than 

Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch who applied the bare minimum standard. Ironically, Gorsuch was 

testifying before the senate judiciary committee at the time the ruling was announced. He was 

subsequently questioned about the issue. Gorsuch noted that within the 2008 case he was simply following 

the precedent set by past appeals court rulings. Chief Justice Roberts, on the other hand, wrote in his 

opinion, “When all is said and done, a student offered an educational program providing “merely more 

than de minimis” progress from year to year can hardly be said to have been offered an education at 

all.” LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 RespectAbility – An organization with a mission is to fight for more opportunities for and reject the 

stigmas associated with people with mental disabilities. 

 Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law – The Bazelon Center’s mission is to protect the rights of 

both children and adults with mental disabilities. 

 Understood – A partnership built out of 15 non-profit organizations, Understood is a resource for 

the millions of parents whose children ages 3-20, are struggling with learning and attention issues. 

This brief was compiled by Cindy Stansbury. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact, cindy@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/16pdf/15-827_0pm1.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/16pdf/15-827_0pm1.pdf
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/gorsuch-testimony-concluding-amid-ironic-supreme-court-decision
https://thinkprogress.org/while-gorusch-was-testifying-the-supreme-court-unanimously-said-he-was-wrong-33b9ff7eca77#.qbkxntbw9
https://thinkprogress.org/while-gorusch-was-testifying-the-supreme-court-unanimously-said-he-was-wrong-33b9ff7eca77#.qbkxntbw9
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/22/us/politics/gorsuch-education.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&smid=fb-nytpolitics&smtyp=cur
https://themighty.com/2017/03/supreme-court-rules-schools-must-support-students-with-disabilities/
http://respectabilityusa.com/about-us/
http://www.bazelon.org/
https://www.understood.org/
mailto:cindy@usresistnews.org
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Medicaid in the American Health Care Act 
Proposed Legislation 

Replacement Bill released March 6, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The proposed American Health Care Act (AHCA) that Republicans released on Monday would restructure 

Medicaid spending at the Federal and State levels by capping federal funding to the states. Each state 

would have to come up with any necessary funds beyond this fixed amount. The proposed bill freezes the 

expansion of Medicaid from the Affordable Care Act effective January 1st of 2020. This proposed freeze 

caused some discrepancies among Republican Senators as at least 4 Republican Senators say they will not 

vote for a bill that fails to protect Americans who became eligible for coverage under the ACA’s expansion 

of Medicaid. On Thursday, March 9th the bill passed the House Ways and Means Committee, a permanent 

committee of the House that recommends bills that will raise government revenue. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Obamacare expanded Medicaid to over 11 million people in 31 states as it broadened the coverage 

standards. The new bill’s freezing of this expansion may mean millions will now go uninsured. In 2010 

Arizona froze enrollment in KidsCare, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) under Medicare. This 

freeze led to savings of $12.9 million in FY 2011, but it has also resulted in over 100,000 children being 

placed on a waiting list for coverage. The AHCA’s freeze will likely do the same; save the government 

money but cover fewer people. Other concerns regarding the bill are the AHCA’s ability to effectively 

respond to unforeseen circumstances such as recessions, disease outbreaks, or the release of a new, 

expensive drug. In these situations, without additional funding, states would have to ration 

coverage. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 American Medical Association – AMA is strongly opposing the ACA replacement bill. On their 

website, you can learn about efforts to stop health insurance merger, see their vision for health 

care reform, and read articles about their AHCA opposition and why. 

 National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare – This independent group fights to 

boost social security, prevent cuts to Medicaid and Medicare, and protect the working class. The 

website offers ways to show support, become an advocate, and join their forces. 

 American Public Health Association – The APHA supports public health in many areas, including 

policy and advocacy. The website also provides a fact sheet about why we still need the ACA. On 

the website you can donate, become a member, and sign up for their newsletter. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 

http://www.dailykos.com/stories/1640836
http://www.dailykos.com/stories/1640836
http://www.cnn.com/2017/03/08/politics/house-health-care-markup/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/03/06/politics/house-republicans-obamacare-repeal-replace-text/index.html
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/what-the-obamacare-replacement-bill-means-depends-on-how-you-get-your-coverage/
http://money.cnn.com/2017/03/06/news/economy/republicans-obamacare-repeal-replacement-bill/
https://kaiserfamilyfoundation.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/8232.pdf
https://kaiserfamilyfoundation.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/8232.pdf
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/what-the-obamacare-replacement-bill-means-depends-on-how-you-get-your-coverage/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/what-the-obamacare-replacement-bill-means-depends-on-how-you-get-your-coverage/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/what-the-obamacare-replacement-bill-means-depends-on-how-you-get-your-coverage/
https://www.ama-assn.org/
http://www.ncpssm.org/TakeAction
https://www.apha.org/
https://www.apha.org/~/media/files/pdf/topics/aca/why_need_aca_2017.ashx
mailto:Ann@usresistnews.org
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Effects of the Budget on Entitlement Programs 
Proposed Budget Plan 

Released on March 16, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Donald Trump released an outline of his budget proposal, America First, on Thursday, March 

16 that substantially boosts spending on homeland security and defense while slashing spending in almost 

every other area. An important exception to this harsh slashing is entitlement programs such as Medicare, 

Medicaid, and Social Security. Although Health and Human Services spending decreases 16%, this cut 

comes from slashing health care programs outside of entitlement. America First instead proposes investing 

in Health Care Fraud and Abuse Control (HCFAC) in Medicaid, which has proven to have a five to one 

ROI. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Entitlement Programs got very little attention in the proposed budget. A more comprehensive budget is 

expected for May of this year, which may include changes to entitlement programs. The Trump 

Administration could be waiting for the American Health Care Act to gain momentum before proposing any 

major budgetary changes in Medicaid, although so far the bill has proven to be unpopular even among 

Republicans. The budget proposal was not expected to include any major changes to entitlement programs 

as much of these issues are instead addressed in the proposed American Health Care Act. Cuts in these 

programs are expected to come later. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 AARP – AAPR opposes the Health Care Bill and continues to fight to keep social security strong. This 

link to the Advocacy section of the AARP website provides a platform for people to learn how social 

security and health care reform affect them as well as an option to join AARP. 

 Save My Care – This website is dedicated to fighting for full health care coverage. It provides 

opportunities to sign up for updates and events as well as stories of people who have benefited 

from the Affordable Care Act. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/03/15/us/politics/trump-budget-proposal.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/trump-federal-budget-2018-massive-cuts-to-the-arts-science-and-the-poor/2017/03/15/0a0a0094-09a1-11e7-a15f-a58d4a988474_story.html?hpid=hp_hp-banner-main_b-budget-12am%3Ahomepage%2Fstory&utm_term=.252394ddad7f
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/there-may-be-22-house-republicans-ready-to-sink-the-gop-health-care-bill/
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-02-26/mnuchin-says-upcoming-trump-budget-won-t-touch-entitlements
http://www.latimes.com/politics/washington/la-na-essential-washington-updates-trump-budget-envisions-big-cuts-for-1489664310-htmlstory.html
http://www.aarp.org/politics-society/advocacy/
https://www.savemycare.org/
mailto:Ann@usresistnews.org
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Disapproval of Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, and 

Resource Conservation 
Approved Legislation 

Passed in the House on February 3, 2017 

Policy Summary 
A bill disapproving of (and effectively nullifying) the Bureau of Land Management’s Waste Prevention, 

Production Subject to Royalties, and Resource Conservation rule recently passed in the House and was 

introduced in the Senate. The rule went into effect in the closing days of the Obama Administration. It 

enacted regulations to reduce methane emissions and wasted gas, and it replaced provisions that are over 

thirty years old. Republican lawmakers in favor of the disapproval argue that new regulations put expensive 

burdens on the energy industry harming business. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The waste prevention regulations nullified by the GOP bill are projected to reduce wasteful venting, flaring, 

and leaking of natural gas into the atmosphere from oil and gas operations on public and indigenous lands. 

The Department of the Interior points out that new technology enables businesses to reduce waste and 

capture oil and gas for economic revenue. The department’s fact sheet estimates that federal taxpayers 

miss out on $23 million annually in royalty payments from waste, and that wasted gas is enough to supply 

over 6 million households per year. The Obama Era rule also protects the environment, cutting emissions of 

methane (a harmful greenhouse gas 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide) by 35%. Additionally, 

environmental and public health organizations have noted that the rule will “reduce risk of asthma attacks, 

cancers, heart and other lung problems, neurological disorders, and birth defects related to emissions from 

oil and gas operations.” 

Engagement Resources 
 Natural Resources Defense Council – An international nonprofit environmental advocacy group 

committed to fighting Trump’s “environmental assault” and providing individuals with avenues for 

taking action. 

 Clean Air Task Force – A nonprofit organization dedicated to reducing atmospheric pollution 

through research, advocacy, and private sector collaboration. 

 The Wilderness Society – A nonprofit land conservation organization that is dedicated to protecting 

natural areas and federal public lands in the United States. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/18/2016-27637/waste-prevention-production-subject-to-royalties-and-resource-conservation
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/18/2016-27637/waste-prevention-production-subject-to-royalties-and-resource-conservation
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-joint-resolution/36/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%2236%22%5D%7D&r=6
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-announces-final-rule-reduce-methane-emissions-wasted-gas-public
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/methane_waste_prevention_rule_factsheet.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/methane-waste-prevention-rule-fs.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.catf.us/
http://wilderness.org/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Economic Growth by Reviewing the “Waters of the United States” Rule 
Executive Order 

Issued February 28, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The Trump administration released an Executive Order (EO) directing EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt to 

review the Obama Administration’s “Clean Water Rule” and “publish for notice and comment a proposed 

rule rescinding or revising the rule.” The Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United 

States’ helped define the extent of governmental protection of national waters under the Clean Water Act 

establishing the government’s authority to regulate pollution of a large swath of smaller streams, wetlands, 

and other water sources. Opponents of the rule argue that it harms economic growth and places undue 

burdens on farmers and other business interests. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
While the EO has no legal significance of its own, it signals the president’s desire to dismantle the Clean 

Water Rule, and Scott Pruitt is expected to vigorously begin the process of rolling back regulations put in 

place by the Obama administration. Environmental groups and fishing organizations support the rule, which 

offers “clearer protection to upstream bodies of water that contribute to drinking supplies for one-third of 

the population.” They argue that you can’t protect major rivers and lakes from pollution unless you cover 

their sources upstream; the gray area that exists in absence of the rule would make it difficult to bring a 

case against companies dumping in smaller streams and waterways. Additionally, while the farming 

industry has argued that new regulations harm business interests, the EPA explicitly avoided overburdening 

farmers, and a systematic legal analysis revealed that the agencies jurisdiction with regards to agriculture is, 

if anything, more limited than under the previous framework.  

Engagement Resources 
 Natural Resources Defense Council – a non-profit international environmental advocacy group 

committed to fighting Trump’s “environmental assault” and providing individuals with avenues for 

taking action. 

 Sierra Club – the nation’s largest environmental preservation organization; recent focuses include 

green energy, mitigating global warming, and opposing coal. 

 Clean Water Action – an environmental advocacy group focused on canvassing and gaining support 

for political issues and candidates. 

 Environment America – a federation of liberal state-based environmental advocacy organizations 

throughout the US that researches and advocates for environmental policies. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this, brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/06/29/2015-13435/clean-water-rule-definition-of-waters-of-the-united-states
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/06/29/2015-13435/clean-water-rule-definition-of-waters-of-the-united-states
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/28/presidential-executive-order-restoring-rule-law-federalism-and-economic
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/28/us/politics/trump-epa-clean-water-climate-change.html?_r=1
http://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/2/28/14761236/wotus-waters-united-states-rule-trump
http://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2017/2/28/14761236/wotus-waters-united-states-rule-trump
https://elr.info/news-analysis/46/10743/%E2%80%9Cwaters-united-states%E2%80%9D-and-agricultural-production-sector-sweeping-change-or-more-same
https://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.cleanwateraction.org/
http://www.environmentamerica.org/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline 
Presidential Memorandum 

Issued January 24, 2017  

Policy Summary 
President Trump released a presidential memorandum directing the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) 

to expedite approval for the construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) and to consider rescinding 

the Notice of Intent to Prepare a full Environmental Impact Statement released in the final days of the 

Obama Administration. On February 8, the Army Corps granted an easement to construct the pipeline 

across federal land. The easement represented the final federal authorization necessary for Dakota Access 

(a subsidiary of Energy Transfer Partners) to complete construction of the pipeline. Trump argues that the 

pipeline’s construction and operation would serve the national interest by bringing oil into U.S. 

markets. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The Standing Rock protest against the Dakota Access Pipeline received international attention last 

summer drawing thousands of protestors to Cannon Ball, North Dakota. The protestors were supporting 

the indigenous Standing Rock Sioux Tribe which says completion of DAPL would disrupt their sacred burial 

sites and may lead to a contamination of the tribe’s water. The tribe has been supported by a coalition of 

indigenous and environmental groups which criticized the USACE’s use of an Environmental Assessment 

instead of a full Environmental Impact Statement as cursory, incomplete, and inconsistent with federal 

guidelines. The coalition also disputed the USACE’s assessment of cultural sites, consultation with Tribal 

nations, and impact on marginalized groups citing inadequate consultations and use of informational 

resources and inaccurate analysis. Over 220 scientists have signed a statement calling for a more rigorous 

evaluation of the pipeline’s environmental and cultural impacts. The scientists expressed concern over the 

potential impacts on climate change, biodiversity, and indigenous people’s drinking water. Sunoco Logistics, 

the pipeline’s future operator, “spills crude [oil] more often than any of its competitors with more than 200 

leaks since 2010.” 

Engagement Resources 
 ReZpect our Water – A group created by youth from the Standing Rock Indian Reservation to 

oppose DAPL through petitions, letters, and national events. 

 Greenpeace – An international environmental NGO that uses direct action, lobbying, research, and 

ecotage to raise public awareness and to influence the public and private sectors. 

 Sierra Club – The nation’s largest environmental preservation organization; recent focuses include 

green energy, mitigating global warming, and opposing coal. 

This brief was compiled by Conor Downey. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact conor@usresistnews.org. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/24/presidential-memorandum-regarding-construction-dakota-access-pipeline
http://www.businessinsider.com/photos-north-dakota-pipeline-protest-2016-9/#while-members-of-the-standing-rock-sioux-tribes-began-protesting-the-project-as-early-as-april-protests-heated-up-in-august-as-numbers-increased-to-the-thousands-1
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/24/us/occupying-the-prairie-tensions-rise-as-tribes-move-to-block-a-pipeline.html?_r=0
http://indigenousrising.org/coalition-support-of-tribal-lawsuits-against-us-army-corps-permits-for-the-dakota-access-pipeline/
http://conbio.org/publications/scb-news-blog/scientists-sign-letter-against-dakota-access-pipeline/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-pipeline-nativeamericans-safety-i-idUSKCN11T1UW
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-pipeline-nativeamericans-safety-i-idUSKCN11T1UW
http://rezpectourwater.com/
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/
http://www.sierraclub.org/
mailto:conor@usresistnews.org
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Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Presidential Memorandum 

Issued on January 23, 2017 

Policy Summary 
On January 23rd, 2017, President Trump signed an executive order withdrawing the United States from the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in order to institute his “America First Trade Policy” and enforce a “bilateral 

basis in negotiating future trade deals.” TPP was an agreement made by the Obama Administration which 

created a trade zone of twelve countries that border the Pacific Ocean, including Japan, Mexico, Canada, 

and Australia (including others). The agreement essentially forms stronger ties between the nations 

involved —slashing tariffs, encouraging trade, and enforcing trade rules— and would slowly implement 

these new terms over the next 15 years. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
TPP could be one of the most important international economic agreements in history. The key is in the 

long term: TPP sets up a large trading zone and the United States would be the leader. GDP, real income, 

and exports are expected to rise over time. These types of trading zones will happen inevitably —and the 

United States could miss out on a big opportunity. Not only this, but TPP would allow the United States to 

impose regulations and rules, from environmental standards to worker’s rights, and this benefits every 

country in the deal. Not only are bilateral deals less effective, but something like the TPP will emerge and 

the U.S. will be left in the dust. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Fairtrade Foundation — An international advocacy group which works to secure fair prices and 

workers’ rights for farmers. 

 Fair Wage Network — An NGO which fights for fair minimum wage laws across and within nations 

in order to protect workers regardless of gender, class, or race. 

 Business Council for Global Development — An organization which helps connect businesses in 

developing nations to their governments in order to advocate for economic, social, and 

environmental issues as well as success within the business. 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief, please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/23/presidential-memorandum-regarding-withdrawal-united-states-trans-pacific
http://www.newyorker.com/business/adam-davidson/what-the-death-of-the-t-p-p-means-for-america
https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/pub4607.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-passing-the-trans-pacific-partnership-will-be-good-for-america/2016/09/27/5fcd31b4-8386-11e6-a3ef-f35afb41797f_story.html?utm_term=.0a2fce88cccc
https://www.one.org/us/policy/ngo-statement-on-poverty-and-trade/
http://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2016/12/08/good-progress-expected-in-rcep-negotiations-next-year/
https://piie.com/system/files/documents/pb17-7.pdf
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
http://fair-wage.com/
http://bcgdevelop.com/
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org


15 

 

Effects of the Budget on Foreign Policy 
Proposed Budget Plan 

Released on March 16, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The White House published their first budget document on March 16th, and it detailed many cuts and 

increases for the 2018 budget. President Trump’s “skinny budget” only includes changes to discretionary 

spending, like a 28.7% cut to the State Department’s budget. President Trump plans to slash almost 2.5 

billion dollars from programs that aid foreign investment to slow climate change, as well as a decrease in 

funding to United Nations peacekeeping and relief programs. Additionally, Trump plans to slow funding to 

the World Bank, educational programs, and many poorer nations because they lack “strategic importance 

to the US.” LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
This budget could be one of the most destructive budgets for the State Department in decades, despite 

Secretary of State Tillerson weakly defending the cuts. President Trump’s shift from traditional 

diplomacy to one of military power is almost as dangerous as his obsession with countries “paying their fair 

share.” With such large cuts to its budget, the State Department will recede from many critical areas in the 

world (while still maintaining $3.1 billion to Israel), and this will undermine years of democratization and 

peacekeeping efforts. While Trump claims to prioritize security, crippling the State Department’s budget 

will only weaken and destroy our international position. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Center for American Progress – A nonpartisan progressive institute that works to raise awareness 

about global issues and work with legislators to craft important policy. 

 Freedom House – A watchdog group that helps promote civil liberties and facilitates democratic 

peace in order to assure freedom throughout the globe. 

 Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs – A federal bureau, which would be dismantled under 

the current budget proposal, that aims to establish congenial relationships between American 

citizens and citizens of other countries. 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/C7CYV5WXEAA0c7d.jpg
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/16/us/politics/trump-budget-cuts-state-department.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/16/us/politics/trump-budget-cuts-state-department.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/washington/la-na-essential-washington-updates-trump-budget-slashes-state-department-1489671887-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/washington/la-na-essential-washington-updates-trump-budget-slashes-state-department-1489671887-htmlstory.html
https://www.rt.com/usa/381073-trump-budget-israel-aid/
http://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow/watch/trump-s-proposed-state-department-budget-cuts-put-us-at-risk-900056643933
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/news/2017/03/01/427139/president-trumps-proposed-budget-is-bad-for-u-s-national-security/
https://www.americanprogress.org/
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://eca.state.gov/about-bureau
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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Selective Visa Application Restrictions 
State Department Diplomatic Memorandum 

Issued on March 15, 2017 

Policy Summary 
In instructions sent to all U.S embassies and consulates on March 15, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson began 

to outline a complicated process that some visa applicants may need to undergo. While the memo remains 

vague, they specifically reference that certain “population sets” would be subject to “increased scrutiny”, 

regardless of whether they were eligible for visas prior to the new restrictions. In line with President 

Trump’s calls for “extreme vetting”, the memo originally enumerated the six countries under Trump’s 

executive order as high priorities. This has since been redacted, but calls for investigating social media 

profiles and email accounts remain. LEARN MORE (UPDATE) 

Analysis 
These new restrictions seem to fulfill Trump’s discriminatory ideas of banning people based on ethnicity or 

national origin. Not only does the United States already use a very complicated and thorough vetting 

process, but processes like this have failed in the past. Racist policy hurts citizens domestically, and it sends 

negative messages to our allies abroad and the rest of the international community. Regardless of the fate 

of Trump’s new executive order, Tillerson may be able to succeed with these new guidelines because their 

intentionally nebulous nature will make them harder to fight legally. LEARN MORE  

Engagement Resources 
 Amnesty International — An organization that works across the globe to secure justice and human 

rights for all citizens, especially refugees and immigrants. 

 Refugee International — An NGO that supports refugees and displaced people in many regions 

across the globe through donations and legal and personal assistance. 

 Immigration Advocates Network — A collection of groups and organizations that provide labor and 

legal advice to immigrants as well as facilitates logistical and operational coordination between 

NGOs 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://live.reuters.com/Event/Live_US_Politics/791246151
http://live.reuters.com/Event/Live_US_Politics/791249837
https://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/170323tillersonmuslimbanmemos_amnestyinternational.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/pdfs/170323tillersonmuslimbanmemos_amnestyinternational.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/a/us-state-department-memos-shed-light-extreme-vetting-visas-/3780931.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/us-state-department-memos-shed-light-extreme-vetting-visas-/3780931.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/01/26/the-u-s-already-tried-extreme-vetting-it-doesnt-work/?utm_term=.578f103a477f
https://www.ustravel.org/press/us-travel-assn-reacts-executive-orders
https://www.ustravel.org/press/us-travel-assn-reacts-executive-orders
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/lawyers-face-off-on-trump-travel-ban-in-md-court-wednesday-morning/2017/03/14/b2d24636-090c-11e7-93dc-00f9bdd74ed1_story.html?utm_term=.4744bc491d5b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/lawyers-face-off-on-trump-travel-ban-in-md-court-wednesday-morning/2017/03/14/b2d24636-090c-11e7-93dc-00f9bdd74ed1_story.html?utm_term=.4744bc491d5b
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/01/i-went-through-americas-extreme-vetting-214703
http://www.amnestyusa.org/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/
mailto:jacob@usresistnews.org
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State Department Issues Keystone XL Pipeline Permit 
State Department Permit 

Issued on March 24, 2017 

Policy Summary 
A press release issued on March 24th by the Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs stated that a 

permit was issued to TransCanada for the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline. The statement detailed 

that this pipeline “would serve the national interest”, and follows President Trump’s call for the 

development of the pipeline. It would run from Canada to Nebraska and bring about 830,000 barrels of oil 

into the United States every day. The pipeline stalled under President Obama and was protested 

extensively by environmental activists and indigenous groups. The pipeline is not guaranteed, however, and 

the State of Nebraska must complete the authorization. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The Keystone XL pipeline will have a negative impact on almost every affected sector. While it will create 

some temporary construction jobs, many of these will be Canadian, and it will only leave about 35 

permanent jobs in the United States. While the oil giants argue that the oil sands will be excavated either 

way, a steady fall in oil prices seems to dispute this. Some of the oil may be refined in the United States, but 

oil exports are primarily sensitive to demand, not supply. Furthermore, construction of the pipeline 

undermines American efforts to decrease dependencies on fossil fuels. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Environment America — A grassroots environmental group that works to protect the environment 

and slow climate change through organizational and legislative advocacy. 

 Climate Action Network — A global network of NGOs that work to slow the effects of climate 

change on an individual and national level. 

 American Council on Renewable Energy — ACORE is a non-profit dedicated to expanding renewable 

energy in the United States, and it works with not only the government but also industry leaders 

and financial institutions. 

This brief was compiled by Jacob Malinowski. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact jacob@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2017/03/269074.htm
http://money.cnn.com/2017/03/24/investing/keystone-pipeline-jobs-trump/
http://money.cnn.com/2017/03/24/investing/keystone-pipeline-jobs-trump/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-oil-idUSKBN16T03H
https://keystonepipeline-xl.state.gov/documents/organization/221147.pdf
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/01/impact-keystone-dakota-access-pipeline-environment-global-warming-oil-health/
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2017/03/24/us/ap-us-keystone-pipeline-economics.html
http://environmentamerica.org/home
http://www.climatenetwork.org/
http://www.acore.org/about
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Minimizing the Economic Burden of the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act Pending Repeal 
Executive Order 

Issued on January 20, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Trump signed an executive order meant to relieve financial and regulatory burdens placed on 

states, healthcare providers, companies, and individuals by the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in preparation for 

its repeal. All relevant agencies, by the President’s order, are to “waive, defer, grant exemptions from, or 

delay” measures of the ACA that would create such hardships. The executive order authorizes agencies to 

use their discretion when determining which aspects of the ACA they will deter, but it emphasizes that they 

act to the full extent of their authority. Trump’s order also encourages the creation of an interstate 

insurance marketplace. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
This executive order allows sections of the ACA to be dismantled by giving power to federal agencies and 

states to define what is a “hardship” when deferring or waiving ACA directives. As Josh Blackman Josh 

Blackman noted, key provisions such as the individual mandate and essential minimum coverage can be 

suspended if determined to be burdensome. There is concern over how broad exceptions for items could 

impact the marketplace. Larry Levitt of the Kaiser Family Foundation claimed: “Potentially the biggest effect 

of this order could be widespread waivers from the individual mandate, which would likely create chaos in 

the individual insurance market.” LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Families USA – Non-profit organization that advocates for accessible, affordable, and 

comprehensive care working to stop the repeal of the ACA. 

 Coalition to Protect America’s Health Care – An organization fighting to defend access to hospitals 

from federal cuts to patient care. 

 Save Obamacare – Obamacare Fact’s resource page for information on how to support the ACA in 

2017. 

This brief was compiled by Elizabeth Kiefer. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact elizabeth@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/2/executive-order-minimizing-economic-burden-patient-protection-and
http://joshblackman.com/blog/2017/01/20/undone-with-his-first-executive-order-president-trump-begins-the-repeal-of-obamacare/
http://joshblackman.com/blog/2017/01/20/undone-with-his-first-executive-order-president-trump-begins-the-repeal-of-obamacare/
http://kff.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-signs-executive-order-that-could-lift-affordable-care-acts-individual-mandate/2017/01/20/8c99e35e-df70-11e6-b2cf-b67fe3285cbc_story.html?utm_term=.0989855d5c5b
http://familiesusa.org/initiatives/protect-our-care
http://www.protecthealthcare.org/
http://obamacarefacts.com/saveobamacare/
mailto:elizabeth@usresistnews.org


19 

 

American Health Care Act 
Proposed Legislation 

Proposed on March 6, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The draft of the Republican alternative to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) removes the individual mandate 

put in place to keep costs low in the insurance marketplace. Instead, the bill allows insurance companies to 

charge for a lapse in coverage. The bill also retains federal tax credits to help people afford insurance, but 

calculates credits based on age, not income. Some provisions of the ACA that remain are ensuring coverage 

for people with preexisting conditions and allowing young adults to remain on their parents’ insurance. 

Medicaid expansion would exist until 2020 and would then shift to a “per capita allotment” 

program. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The American Medical Association expressed their opposition, citing concerns of millions losing their 

insurance, that the rollback of Medicaid would harm states and low-income patients, and that tax credits 

corresponding to age, instead of income, would be insufficient for helping people afford insurance. Four 

Republican senators, whose states expanded Medicaid under ACA, have said they would not support the 

bill in its current state. Nancy Pelosi warned: “[t]he way they wrote the bill, the richest in America will get a 

big tax break and it will come at the expense of benefits being deprived of middle and low-income 

families.” LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 People Power – Register for Resistance Training being offered by the ACLU on March 11, 2017. 

 5 Calls – Sign up for 5 Calls and they will provide you with the phone number for the most 

appropriate lawmaker in your area and scripts regarding different health care concerns to make 

sure your voice is heard by your representatives. 

This brief was compiled by Elizabeth Kiefer. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact elizabeth@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/03.06.17-AmericanHealthCareAct_Summary.pdf
http://files.kff.org/attachment/Proposals-to-Replace-the-Affordable-Care-Act-Summary-of-the-American-Health-Care-Act
https://www.ama-assn.org/sites/default/files/media-browser/public/washington/ama-letter-on-ahca.pdf
http://www.businessinsider.com/how-many-people-will-lose-insurance-if-obamacare-repealed-2017-3
http://www.businessinsider.com/how-many-people-will-lose-insurance-if-obamacare-repealed-2017-3
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http://www.democraticleader.gov/newsroom/382017-2/
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https://5calls.org/
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Trumpcare’s Voting Fiasco 
Failed Legislation 

Scheduled Vote Date: March 23, Rescheduled Vote Date: March 24 

Policy Summary 
Despite the GOP’s efforts to lobby enough votes for the American Health Care Act (AHCA) to pass the 

House, they were not able to secure the necessary votes before the scheduled vote on Thursday, March 23. 

The Trump administration opted to postpone the vote until the follow day hoping they could gain some 

support. Trump claimed that if it did not pass in the House vote, he is “done with health care.” The 

administration and House GOP released various changes to the original bill in an effort to win more votes. 

The changes included requiring able-bodied Medicaid recipients to work, participate in job training 

programs, or do community service, and allow states to shift Medicaid funding to a block grant. However, 

the GOP was never able to gain the support they needed and pulled the bill from the floor on Friday. LEARN 

MORE 

Analysis 
It was not a surprise that the bill lacked support. After the revisions, the Congressional Budget Office 

analyzed the updated bill and reported that roughly 24 million Americans would lose coverage (the same 

estimate as the original bill). Also, the federal deficit would be reduced by $150 billion between 2017 and 

2026 instead of the $337 billion that was projected from the original version. In other words, the same 

number of people would be covered but it would cost more than the original bill. As for the American 

people, 56% disapproved of the GOP bill and 14% thought they would lose their health insurance under the 

new plan. President Trump’s failure to pass his bill does not mean that Obamacare is safe. The President is 

keeping his promise to leave health care alone for now and his plan going forward is to “let Obamacare 

explode.” However, the Trump administration may try to undermine the law or revisit it later on, which 

leaves the consumers and insurers unsure what to expect in the future. LEARN MORE  

Engagement Resources 
 What Do I Do About Trump – This website is pretty self-explanatory: it offers people who are upset 

about Trump’s policies ways to get involved and voice opinions. 

 Organization for Action – This progressive organization fights for changes that promote both 

community and national development and equity. The site currently has the option to sign 

a petition to protect Obamacare. 

This brief was compiled by Ann Furbush. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact ann@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/ahca-amendments/?hpid=hp_hp-top-table-main_graphic5p%3Ahomepage%2Fstory&utm_term=.11b69879543b
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https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/03/24/future-aca-now-hands-trump-his-plan-let-explode/cciKjaF8pGIaHuGodjkNmO/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/03/24/future-aca-now-hands-trump-his-plan-let-explode/cciKjaF8pGIaHuGodjkNmO/story.html
http://fortune.com/2017/03/24/ahca-fails-obamacare-future/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2017/03/24/future-aca-now-hands-trump-his-plan-let-explode/cciKjaF8pGIaHuGodjkNmO/story.html
http://whatdoidoabouttrump.com/
https://www.ofa.us/
https://www.ofa.us/protect-obamacare/
mailto:Ann@usresistnews.org
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Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements 
Executive Order 

Issued on January 25, 2017 

Policy Summary 
The stated purpose of this executive order is to thwart threats to national security and public safety that 

emerge from the United States’ southern border. This is done by invoking existing laws such as the Secure 

Fence Act and the Immigration and Nationality Act and aiming to redouble efforts to execute them. Most 

significantly, the order promises the immediate construction of a physical border wall on the Southern 

border, though there is no reference to the source of financing. The order also promises expedited 

determinations of claims of eligibility to remain in the United States and more prompt deportations, though 

without laying out how this more robust enforcement would take place. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The public safety/national security premise of President Trump’s executive order rings false, given that 

immigrants have been found to have a below average crime rate.  While the United States has immigration 

laws on the books that ought to be enforced, the current trend of Mexican immigration is away from the 

United States and back to Mexico, and the history of enforcement of this border shows that with more 

barriers to entry, successful undocumented immigrants are more likely to remain. The other main issue 

with this order is that it does not provide a plan to fund the border wall. Republican leaders estimate that a 

wall would cost $12 to 15 billion dollars, funds that President Trump cannot raise without the assistance of 

Congress. Though Trump has repeatedly said otherwise, it does not appear as though Mexico will pay for 

the wall. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Town Hall Project – This project compiles the open-to-the-public events held by state and local 

representatives. This provides a great opportunity to tell them that a border wall is not a prudent 

use of taxpayer money. You can also dial 1-844-6-RESIST to be redirected to the office of your local 

member of Congress. 

 #Not1More – This non-profit organization aims to fight deportations through organizing, art, 

legislation, and action. Their website hosts a number of petitions to sign on individual deportation 

cases and many other resistance resources. 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, 

please share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them. 

This brief was compiled by Oliver Bjornsson. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact oliver@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/25/executive-order-border-security-and-immigration-enforcement-improvements
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/26/us/trump-illegal-immigrants-crime.html?_r=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/01/27/even-before-trump-more-mexicans-were-leaving-the-us-than-arriving/?utm_term=.b3d084ce43d8
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/08/18/donald-trump-immigration-border/
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/executive-order-trump-build-border-wall/story?id=43928353
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/executive-order-trump-build-border-wall/story?id=43928353
http://thehill.com/latino/316224-mexican-president-rebuffs-trump-on-wall-executive-order
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/01/trump-wall-executive-order/514391/
https://townhallproject.com/
http://www.notonemoredeportation.com/
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
mailto:oliver@usresistnews.org
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Protecting the United States from Foreign Terrorist Entry 
Executive Order 

Issued on March 6, 2017 

Policy Summary 
This executive order is the revised version of a controversial January 27, 2017 order, similarly placing a 90 

day stay on the entry of nationals of Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, and Syria in order to thwart the entry of 

terrorists in the United States and thus ensure national security. Iraq is not included in the new act – it is 

stated that this is due to American efforts to thwart terrorist activity there, the state of friendship between 

the two countries, and recent Iraqi government efforts to enhance travel documentation and information 

sharing procedures. Other changes were made to the order to attempt to overcome the troubles it has 

faced in litigation, including a direct refutation to the label of the order as a ‘Muslim ban,’ explicitly 

exempting permanent residents and current visa holders, and removing language that offered preferential 

status to persecuted religious minorities from these targeted states. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The claim that this new executive order is not motivated by religious discrimination does not ring true, 

making the new order no different from its unconstitutional, unfair, and ineffective predecessor. Given 

President Trump’s campaign promise of a ‘total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United 

States’ which he has not distanced himself from as President so far (besides exclaiming “call it whatever 

you want. We’ll call it territories, okay?”), the order remains vulnerable to legal challenge. Discrimination 

based on religious belief goes against the founding ideal of the United States and would close the door on 

people fleeing human rights abuses or trying to start a new life like any other potential immigrant. It also 

continues to be unclear if the order would even be beneficial from a security perspective. The Associated 

Press obtained a document from the Department of Homeland Security that concludes that citizenship is an 

“unlikely indicator” of terrorism threats to the United States, and that even if it was, the countries listed by 

President Trump’s order would not be atop of the list. LEARN MORE 

Update: March 30, 2017 
Soon after the release of the revised executive order, federal judges in Hawaii and Maryland blocked the 

travel ban from being enforced, ruling that the order was based on ‘questionable evidence’ and was clearly 

designed to discriminate against Muslims. Legal action is being taken to block the ban in at least five other 

states. However on March 27, a Virginia judge denied a request to block the order, stating that Congress 

has granted the President sweeping powers over immigration, and denying that the order is discriminatory. 

If the Trump administration takes the case to the Supreme Court, these are arguments likely to be used in 

their defense. Thirteen states, including Texas, filed a brief to that Virginia appeals court supporting their 

decision. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/06/executive-order-protecting-nation-foreign-terrorist-entry-united-states
https://www.aclu.org/blog/speak-freely/why-only-way-fix-muslim-ban-not-have-muslim-ban
https://www.aclu.org/blog/speak-freely/why-only-way-fix-muslim-ban-not-have-muslim-ban
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/39f1f8e4ceed4a30a4570f693291c866/dhs-intel-report-disputes-threat-posed-travel-ban-nations
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/39f1f8e4ceed4a30a4570f693291c866/dhs-intel-report-disputes-threat-posed-travel-ban-nations
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/06/us/politics/travel-ban-muslim-trump.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39287656
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39287656
http://www.newsweek.com/six-states-legal-action-against-trump-travel-muslim-ban-566198
http://www.newsweek.com/six-states-legal-action-against-trump-travel-muslim-ban-566198
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-03-24/trump-travel-ban-upheld-but-previous-rulings-blocking-it-remain
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-03-27/13-states-file-brief-to-court-supporting-trump-s-travel-ban
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Engagement Resources 
 Pressure Your Local Representatives – NPR has compiled a database of the comments that each 

member of Congress has made about the original executive order. You may be able to hold them 

accountable to this statements face-to-face at a town hall – you can find listings for these at Town 

Hall Project. You can also dial 1-844-6-RESIST to be redirected to the office of your local member of 

Congress, where you can lodge your concerns over the phone. 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, 

please share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them. 

This brief was compiled by Oliver Bjornsson. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact oliver@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.npr.org/2017/02/01/512860167/congress-tracker-trumps-refugee-and-immigration-executive-order?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_content=20170201
https://townhallproject.com/
https://townhallproject.com/
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
mailto:oliver@usresistnews.org
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DHS Implementation of Executive Orders on Protecting the Homeland 
Department of Homeland Security Implementation Memorandum 

Issued on February 20, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly issued two implementation memos to guide 

personnel on implementation of the executive orders from the Trump administration regarding public 

safety and immigration released in January. These memos radically alter the procedure of deportations 

undertaken by DHS, expanding the category of people considered ‘priority for removal’ from illegal 

immigrants who have committed serious crimes to people in the country illegally who were convicted 

of any crime. The memos also include a directive to deport unaccompanied children and to deport or 

prosecute anyone who helped bring a child into the United States illegally (including parents and family 

members). LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
The change in deportation priorities made in these memos could render the category of ‘priority for 

removal’ meaningless, as immigrants can face charges just for entering the country illegally. Interpreted in 

this manner, this could make the deportation of 11 million undocumented immigrants a priority. To 

accomplish this, the DHS would require more employees, and this memo includes an order to hire 15,000 in 

ICE and CBP combined – but a mass hire of this scale will likely lead to expedited training that could further 

expose the rampant corruption in these agencies. Even with these hires, DHS will lack the capacity to 

enforce these new guidelines systematically, introducing a new unpredictability to deportation proceedings 

that will likely sow even more fear in immigrant communities. These memos have also already caused 

international outcry because they could lead to deportees of any nationality to be deported to Mexico, 

which the Mexican government has stated they will dispute. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 Local Options for Protecting Immigrants – This document hosted by the National Network for 

Immigrant and Refugee Rights notes what steps local governments can take to protect immigrants 

against federal government actions. 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, 

please share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them. 

This brief was compiled by Oliver Bjornsson. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact oliver@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.dhs.gov/executive-orders-protecting-homeland
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/02/22/516649344/whats-new-in-those-dhs-memos-on-immigration-enforcement
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/02/22/516649344/whats-new-in-those-dhs-memos-on-immigration-enforcement
https://www.texasobserver.org/homeland-security-corruption-border-patrol/
http://thehill.com/latino/320546-mexican-ambassador-dhs-memos-are-a-serious-issue
http://thehill.com/latino/320546-mexican-ambassador-dhs-memos-are-a-serious-issue
http://www.nnirr.org/drupal/sites/default/files/ilrc_local_options_20161215.pdf
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
mailto:oliver@usresistnews.org
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Effects of the Budget on Immigration 
Proposed Budget Plan 

Released on March 16, 2017 

Policy Summary 
House Speaker Paul Ryan proposed a budget estimate for 2017 that cuts funding to a wide variety of 

domestic priorities in order increase funding for the Department of Defense by $30 billion dollars and the 

Department of Homeland Security by $3 billion dollars. The projected results of this move are discussed 

across USRESIST NEWS. The increase in funding to the DHS is intended to enable the enforcement of the 

executive orders passed by President Trump that have already been addressed on this site, but the budget 

would also impact Trump’s immigration plan through its cuts to several agencies that are essential for the 

enforcement of immigration law such as FEMA (by 11 percent), the Coast Guard (14%), and the TSA 

(11%).  LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
This combination of impacts would suggest either that the Trump administration is more concerned with 

the arrival of undocumented immigrants from Mexico by the land border than by sea or by plane, or that 

they are less concerned with stopping the flow of undocumented immigrants than they are with the 

appearance of fulfilling campaign promises (building the wall and increasing funding to securing the 

physical border). In 2016, the Coast Guard intercepted 6,346 undocumented immigrants, resulting in a 

320% increase in demand for Coast Guard assets to train Central American forces in interdiction efforts. The 

budget ignores this developing trend in immigration. The budget also appears to be counterintuitive to 

Trump’s promises to help local law enforcement enforce immigration laws, as it includes eliminating the 

State Criminal Alien Assistance Program, which reimburses jails for the short-term detention of 

undocumented immigrants. 

 Engagement Resources 
 Indivisible Guide – This guide, put together by former congressional staffers, provides extensive 

advice on the best way to make your voice heard by your local representatives, which could be 

crucial in determining the fate of this budget proposal. 

 Resistance Manual – Crisis Resources – If you know someone who is facing immigration troubles, 

please share this compendium of legal resources and relevant nonprofit organizations with them. 

This brief was compiled by Oliver Bjornsson. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief, please contact oliver@usresistnews.org. 

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/amendment_03_16_18.pdf
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/03/trump-coast-guard-budget-235750
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/03/16/trump-budget-cuts-immigration-aid-and-local-police-stunned/99271652/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/03/16/trump-budget-cuts-immigration-aid-and-local-police-stunned/99271652/
https://www.indivisibleguide.com/
https://www.resistancemanual.org/Crisis_Resources
mailto:oliver@usresistnews.org
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Robot Automation of Workforce 
Proposed Policy 

Proposed on March 7, 2017 

Policy Summary 
President Trump’s Secretary of Commerce, Wilbur Ross has recently promoted the idea of expanding our 

use of robots in the workforce. Ross believes that without technological advancements other countries will 

surpass our economic dominance. He stated, “We need technological advance. And if we don’t employ 

robots, the Chinese will, the Vietnamese will, the Europeans will, the Japanese will. Everyone will.” Ross 

continued to explain that we need to keep in pace with the factories that are being made in the United 

States to reach our max potential as an economic powerhouse. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Real American workers will lose their jobs as a result of automation. To resolve 

this, many economists believe that the government should tax the generated income of robots like human 

income tax. This solution fails as it not only doesn’t account for the spending workers do (buying goods and 

services) but also is not under consideration by the administration. Ross exclaimed that “I’m not in favor of 

trying to hold back technological advance” claiming taxation like this is a drawback from capitalism. As a 

result, this idea will slow the economy due to a loss of consumers and laid-off workers. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 UNI Global Union – This is a global union federation for skills and services, gathering national and 

regional trade unions. This union was able to convince SecureCorp to abandon its anti-union 

strategy in 2008. 

 AFL-CIO – The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations is a national 

trade union center and the largest federation of unions in the United States. 

 United Automobile Workers – The International Union, United Automobile, Aerospace and 

Agricultural Implement Workers of America, better known as the United Automobile Workers, is an 

American labor union that represents workers in the United States and Canada. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/07/commerce-secretary-wilbur-ross-on-job-automation-robotics-and-taxes.html
http://www.newsmax.com/Finance/StreetTalk/Wilbur-Ross-robot-work-force-automation/2017/03/07/id/777452/
http://www.newsmax.com/Finance/StreetTalk/Wilbur-Ross-robot-work-force-automation/2017/03/07/id/777452/
http://www.uniglobalunion.org/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kaviguppta/2016/10/12/will-labor-unions-survive-in-the-era-of-automation/#cdb8e2f3b221
http://www.aflcio.org/
https://uaw.org/
mailto:vaibhav@usresistnews.org
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Trillion Dollar Infrastructure Plan 
Proposed Infrastructure Plan 

Proposed on February 28, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Trump has proposed that he will roll out a trillion-dollar public-private infrastructure project to fix the 

country’s aging highways. During his address to a joint session of Congress, he said: “Crumbling 

infrastructure will be replaced with new roads, bridges, tunnels, airports and railways gleaming across our 

beautiful land. The time has come for a new program of national rebuilding” He has compared his plan to 

President Eisenhower’s building of the interstate highways calling it the “last truly great infrastructure 

program.” LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
According to Conor Sen, a Bloomberg View columnist, Trump’s plan would require an increase of 570,000 

construction workers (not including project/environmental specialist and truck drivers). The economy has 

not added these many construction jobs since 1946. In addition, Bloomberg reported that nearly 1.1 million 

workers may be undocumented so stepping up deportations may reduce an already limited pool of 

workers. Finally, a drastic decrease in workers going to the construction field will result in Trump not having 

the supply of laborers necessary for its success. LEARN MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 US Senate – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed legislation. 

 US House of Representatives – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this 

proposed legislation. 

 Laborers’ International Union of North America – The Build America union – half a million strong 

fighting for better wages and benefits, safer job sites and greater opportunity for construction 

workers. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 

  

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2017/02/28/trump-asks-congress-for-bill-to-launch-trillion-dollar-infrastructure-package.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/28/politics/trump-infrastructure-trillion-congress/
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-03-01/math-will-kill-trump-s-infrastructure-plan
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-03-01/math-will-kill-trump-s-infrastructure-plan
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-02-22/trump-deportation-threats-to-constrict-already-tight-job-market
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-02-22/trump-deportation-threats-to-constrict-already-tight-job-market
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-03-01/math-will-kill-trump-s-infrastructure-plan
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://www.liuna.org/
mailto:vaibhav@usresistnews.org
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Effects of the Budget on Jobs 
Proposed Budget Plan 

Released on March 16, 2017 

Policy Summary 
Trump recent budget proposal will call for a 21% decrease in the Department of Labor budget. This would 

result in a 2.5 billion dollar cut in funding for the agency in the fiscal year of 2018. The proposal would 

eliminate funding for Senior Community Service Employment Program which aided low-income workers 

above the age of 55 by offering them jobs. The Trump administration claimed this was ineffective and only 

one in three participants finished.  In addition, the administration would shrink Job Corps, a program that 

trained disadvantaged youth. Furthermore, the proposal would shift the burden of federal funding for 

training and employment to the states. LEARN MORE 

Analysis 
Trump’s proposal will harm American workers in a multitude of ways. Senator Murray called the 

proposal “yet another clear example of President Trump breaking his campaign promise to stand with 

workers.” The Senior Community Service Employment Program ensures seniors with permanent jobs but 

Trump’s budget calls for an end to this program. In addition, Trump plans to decrease funding for Job Corps, 

a program that trains disadvantaged youth for the workplace. Representative Cicilline claimed the 

proposal will make it “even harder for working families to get ahead and for older Americans to make ends 

meet.” AFL – CIO President Richard Trumka concurred stating, “Working people in states like Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin didn’t vote for a budget that slashes workforce training.” LEARN 

MORE 

Engagement Resources 
 AFL-CIO – The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations is a national 

trade union center and the largest federation of unions in the United States. 

 US Senate – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this proposed legislation. 

 US House of Representatives – Contact your local representatives to take a stance against this 

proposed legislation. 

 UNI Global Union – This is a global union federation for skills and services, gathering national and 

regional trade unions. 

This brief was compiled by Vaibhav Kumar. If you have comments or want to add the name of your 

organization to this brief please contact vaibhav@usresistnews.org. 
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http://thehill.com/regulation/overnights/324357-overnight-regulation
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